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9 

A Chapter that hath no concern with the Hit* 
tbry, andy fwr aught I' know y may be as well 
passed over as read: 

When the company seated themselves in the 
hall^ they were entertained with the splendid 
hospitality which became the owner of a large 
feudal domain. It is true^ that the fastidious 
eye of modem taste might have considered 
the feast as more plentiful than elegant^ and 
that even the centre dish^ which was a wild 
boar roasted entire^ would have demolished by 
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its weight any iiK>dem set of tables^ though 
clasped with brass hold-fasts^ and supported by 
three-clawed piUars. It is also true^ that the 
circumstance of the boar's head being deco- 
rated with fire-works^ which exploded of a 
sudden^ would have spread dismay^ rather 
than pleasure^ through a modem party of 
bons tivants. It is^ moreover^ certain^ that an 
host of retainers^ whose hands were more 
frequently exercised in military exercise than 
in the service of the table^ might have ill 
supplied the place of six well drilled lac- 
queys, a butler^ valet, groom of the chamt)er, 
page, and chasseur, whom modem taste has 
substituted in the place of the blue-coaied 
6ervxng-men of former times. Yet, if good 
cheer, much heartiness, and loud laughter, 
could make amends for the absence of such 
refinements, it was found at the lordly board 
of Fit2:allen, whose guests would have perhaps 
as little understood the small talk of a mo- 
dern select party of elegantes, as the beef-fed 



!Vequenters of his buttery would have relished 
Ae boaord-wages of a modern aerfanU-hall, 

When the tables were removed, the story 
of the barber was resumed and diacossed at 
length* Eleanor, especially, approved of the 
punishment which had befallen poor Ralpb,^ 
declaring, that she did not think it at all 
more than he deserved; Matilda, however, 
deemed he had been too severely used, espe* 
cially as it appeared, that the coquetry of 
Margery had been in part the occasion of 
Ralph's application to the sorceress. The 
major part of the company acquiesced with 
the latter, and Margery was accused of having 
something of the shrew in her composition. 

*^ However," added Eleanor, with a smile, 
^^ the whole of it is so much like romance, 
that I admire the spirit and address of the 
little vixen.'' 

** You are fond then of romances, my good 
lady, I presume f" said the curate of Mardeti, 
who officiated as Fitzallen's chaplain. 



^' Indeed I ajn/' replied the lady ; ^andl 
was^ this morning, reading one that lay in 
my lord's study, which much pleased me. It 
is entitled, '' The Squire of low degree, who 
served as a Page in the Court of the King of 
Hungary/' The princess, his majesty's only 
daughter, fell in love with this page, who> 
you may be sure, was young and hamlsome; 
The story informs us, that, supposing him to 
have been slain in attempting to visit her, 
she mourned for him incessantly for seven 
years. The king, to assuage her grief, pro«- 
mises her such a world of pretty things, that 
I could not help wishing, that some of them 
might be realized in my favour." 

*^ Pray let us hear what he promised," said 
Matilda. 

'^ I must repeat it then in plain prose," 
said Eleanor ; '^ but the original, I assure 
you, ia in poetry. 

'' To-morrow," says he, '* my dear daughter, 
vou shall hunt with me 5 you shall ride in a 



■chair covered with red velvet; your bead*- 
dress shall be made with cloths of fine gold^ 
of damask white, sky colour, and deep blue, 
diapered with new lilies; the fringes shall 
be ended with bosses of gold; you shall have 
many enamelled chains of gold folding over 
ea,ch other; your mantle shall be made of 
the rich Tycian purple, lined with ermine 
and white jennets of Spain, faced to the 
ground with bright velvet. 

^' What do you say to that, my dear cou- 
sin f ' said she, addressing herself to Matilda. 

** What shall I say,"* said Matilda, '^ but 
that she would be exquisitely fine." 

** And now mark," continued Eleanor, 
*' what follows : — 

^' You shall have music of every kind to 
exhilerate the heart, as well vocal as instru* 
mental.'* — 

^' Excellent !** cried the baron. " Pray go on." 

*^ He then promises her a leash of hare- 
hounds, bred to the hand, for her to play 
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with; and assures her^ she shall he so advaib- 
tageously placed in her hower^ that the hart 
and the hind shall he driven within her reach^ 
and that the sweet music of the hugle-homs 
shall proclaim the conquest. Being satisfied 
with hunting,*^ says the king^ ^ as you ride 
homewards^ you shall amuse yourself with 
hawking hy the river's side, with goshawk 
and falcon, and other birds of the Menage- 
rie.** '* You have forgotten/ said the baron, 
'^ the fine wines of various countries, and the 
wild fowl and baked venison that was to be 
provided for her refreshment." '* In truth/*^ 
replied the lady, ^ I did not think that worth 
the mentioning ; but to go on. The day^s 
sports being ended, when you come home/*^ 
continues his Majesty, ^' your servants shall 
welcome you with pageants ; and dames, and 
children of different sexes, shall form a cho*- 
rus, sweet as the ^otes of the nightingale. 
You shall go to your chapel to hear the even- 
ing song, composed of tenor and treble voices^ 



where sixty ecclesioskics shall officiate^ ha« 
bited in copes of bright damasJcj embroider- 
ed with pearls. The altar clotb shall be 
made of rich taffeta» and the censois of gold 
enchased with azure* The choir shall con* 
sidt of famous singers, and organists of great 
skill; to which shall be added, the harmonic 
voices of children, trained to the most sub* 
lime music. From the chapel, you shall be 
ushered to your supper; the tables being 
spread in rich tents of arras^ embroidered 
with sapphires and diamonds ; the tents shall 
be pitched beneath the green arbours, with 
officers in abundance at your command, to 
bring yon ev^y thing that can afford you 
pleasure. 

*^ The nightingale, sitting upon a thorn, 
shall sing her sweet notes to entertain you 
night and morning. An hundred knights 
shall attend you, and play at bowls, in cool 
bowling allies^ for your diversion ; and when 
you choose, you shall walk in the green ar- 
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boiirs^ decleed with curious flowers^ and see 
the fishes wanton in the pools^ and all to 
cure you of this melancholy. 

*' Now, I think this exceedingly delight* 
ful/' said Eleanor,^' but ^tbis is not all. You 
are now to suppose the fair lady preparing 
to quit the garden, and being come to the 
draw-bridge, the one half of which, we are 
told, is made of stone, the other of wood, we 
are assured, she shall find a barge having 
twenty-four oars, with trumpets and i^larionsi 
to row her up and down the river; and adds 
the good king, if you wish to go upon the 
salt water to see your distant possessions.^ 
fourscore large ships, with high towers, shall 
be ready to accompany you, with many others 
x)f smaller burden, the swiftest that swim up- 
on the sea ; and when you reach the haven^ 
you shall be met by galleys having eighty 
oars each, and the mariners shall merrily 
sing as they row them through the water; 
and if, my dear daughter,^ continues the 



good kingf '' you should need ^n j refresh- 
xnent during your voyage^ wine with most 
excellent spices in rich cups, with dates and 
dainties of various kinds^ shall be brought to 
'you in abundance. At your return home, 
forty torches brightly burning, shall await ^at 
the draw-bridge to light you to your cham- 
ber^ where every thing shall be gay and 
mirthful. The hangings of your bed shall 
'be blue and white, embellished with lilies; 
the curtains of camaca, handsomely folded 
and embroidered with popinjays, white and 
red, and'the«ings bebnging to them of gold. 
The 'tester shell be ornamented with precious 
atones ; the coverlet shall be mad^ with Airs 
of ermine, powdered with fine gold; the 
blankets of Persian ; the sheets of cloth of 
Kains; and the head sheet shall be set with 
'diamonds and rubies/' 

'' Bless me!" cried Matilda. 

'^ This is prodigiously fine^ indeed/' said 
Abe baron. 
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'^ I thought I should surprise yoo^'' cri^d 
Eleanor^ '' but I have not quite done yet. 
When you are laid in your soft bed^ conti- 
nues the king of Hungary^ a cage of gold 
sh^ be bung up in your chamber^ with a 
long taper therein, burning with cloves> frank- 
incensej and other sweet smelling spices, and 
if> perchance, yOu cannot sleep so readily as 
you wish, the minstrels shall wake all night 
to amuse you with theii; melody ; and here 
his Majesty condudes." 

^' Indeed/' said FitzaUen,'^ I think his pro« 
mises are sufficiently ample, but I beseech 
you, my dear lady, what answer does the 
princess make to such a profusion, of kind- 
ness?'* 

^ I will tell you^^ replied the baron, *^ it is^ 
to this purpose"-— 

^' In truth, my dear father, you might as 
well have held your tongue, for none of these 
things please me.'* 



II 

This occasioned the company to laugh; 
and Fitzalleii> addressing himself to Elea- 

« 

nor^ declared that he thought the lady was 
very unreasonable indeed. 

Eleanor was a little disconcerted at the 
torn the bason had given to the discourse^ 
and told him that he had not faithiiiUy pro- 
phesied the first part of the lad/s answer^ 
which is not wanting in respeet to her father ^ 
the latter part is tantamount to the words of 
the poet^ who adds, that> so sayings she re- 
tained to her chamber to mourn over the 
supposed body of her lover^ saying : 

<* And dearest squire for love of thee^ 
•* Fy on all worldly vanity*" 

She then deplores his loss, and bids fare- 
well to all the pleasures and. comforts of life, 
as they were enumerated by her father, and 
declares that she will retire from the world, 
take the veil, and become a nun, and pro- 
mises her lover that he shall every day have 



•12 

five masses sung for the good of his soul^ and 
4hat'she will offer three silver pence at each 
of them, in token of the Trinity. Here, clo- 
sing her lamentation, the poet describes her 
falling into a swoon through excess of grief. 
Her father, unknown to her, had overheard 
her complaint, and finding how deeply she 
was affected by the supposition of the death 
of her lover, assured her '^ that he was still li- 
ving; that from a squire of low degree, he 
was become a knight, and had performed 
many worthy deeds of chivaliy; that be, 
the king, had bestowed upon him a noble 
barony^ to make him more worthy of her fair 
liand/' 

This short speech huA ten thousand times 
more weight than all his former promises. 
The lady expressed her gratitude in the most 
dutiful terms, recovered her health and spi- 
rits in a short time, reconciled herself again 
to the worldly vanities that she had rejected 
in her grief^ and married her lover amidst 
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the rejoicfiogs and acclamations of the peo- 
ple in general. 

When the curate perceived that Eleanor 
bad concluded her narrative^ he thus address 
sed her : — ^^ Without doubt^ my dear lady, 
you are well assured that the story you have 
related is founded upon falsehood, not only 
with' respect to the supposed facts recorded 
in it, but also respecting the operation that 
such facts would have had upon the human 
mind, supposing them to have been literally 
true. Does it stand within the reach of pro- 
bability, may I say, of possibility, that a 
delicate young lady should have taken the 
body of her lover, embalmed it with her own 
hands, hung over it, and embraced it every 
day, until it was consumed to dust ? for so I 
think the story runs. Seven years incessant 
grief, unalleviated by any comfort, and com- 
pletely alienated from hope^ are circumstances 
that set even probability at defiance, and espe- 
cially when we add to it, the anxiety, lest her 
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father should discover the true cause of her 
sorrow^ and deprive her of the melancholy 
satisfaction defrived from the mouldering car- 
case of the object of her affections. Look 
then to the list of promises which are far.be* 
yond what can 6e realized, and merely cal« 
cttlated to lead the mind into the pursuit of 
such pleasures, as cannot be procured. 

^' The moral also, of this tale, is absolutely 
faulty ; for after the heroine had devoted her- 
self to a life of religious recluseness, she re- 
assumes her former splendour, embraces a^, 
fresh the vanities she had professed to re*^ 
nonnce, and launches without restraint into 
the turbulent ocean of public life. 

*' These, and the like, or indeed still gi>eat- 
er absurdities, are continually obvious in wri^ 
tings of this species ; but the imagination is 
so easily attached to what is marvellous, that 
the los3 of truth is not discerned, or at least, 
it does not become, as it ought to be, a sub^ 
ject of investigaticHi ; while on the other 
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haiid> the miratculous part of the story takea 
a stronger possession of the miad^ than we 
are earilfware of.'* 

'' I much agree with you^ Sir John, upon 
this subject/' said Fitzallen; ^ and in the re- 
trospect, these compositions are altogether 
puerile^ or at leasts the effusions of fancy, 
unrestrained by judgment; and yet, I can- 
not hdp acknowledging, that I have read 
many of them with great satisfaction ; and 
even now, a passage occurs to my mind, 
which may be found in the celebrated poem,, 
entitled^ ' The Death of Arthur.' The poet 
assures us, that the sword called, if I mistake 
not, Caliburn, with which the hero achieved 
a variety of wonderful exploits, was by his 
command, at the time he lay in the agonies 
of death, cast into a large lake. The cir-^ 
cumstances of throwing away the sword are 
largely particularized, and especially, that an 
armed band, thrust from the lake, received 
it befoire it reached the water, and waved it 
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three times in the air, and three times re« 
sponsive thunders rolled through the atmos- 
phere. The hand and the sword then de- 
scended into the water; occasioning such a 
commotion in the lake, that the waves over- 
flowed their banks. I never read this pas- 
sage, without conceiving that there was some- 
thing ej^ceedinglj majestic in the idea, and 
that I stood, as it were, a silent witness of 
the tremendous scene.** 

'^ I do not doubt it,** said Fitzallen. ^' I 
remember also a circumstance in one of our 
popular. romances, entitled, if I mistake not. 
Sir Bevt/s of Southampton, that made a very 
strong impression upon my mind when I^ 
was a boy; nay, in fact, it is not obliterated 
even now. 

'^ A champion is introduced, who had lost 
his wife in the midst of a large forest, while 
he had been searching for water to preserve 
her life. In traversing the thickets to and 
fro, he came at last to the cell of a holy her- 
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fliit^ ^nd to htm 'he idaled his misfortune. 
The good man b««4Bg heard bis complaint, 
iknoA bis head, and wiping >the tears from >his 
eyes, heayed a heayy «igh, and tpld the 
Icnight,^ That he feared his lady bad IbJlen 
into the 'hands of a fearAil neeromancer, 
whose sole delight was to do evil ; and /'if it be 
flo/* said 'be^'^'withoat a miracle, she will be 
Jest to yoo for ever. This pest to sooiely 
dwells at the end of the forest. His power 
4s so great, that he can call up the spirits of 
ibe dead to annoy the living; and, by the as- 
sistance of a legion of fonl fiends, he has built 
himself a strong castle, which is enveloped 
in a continual mist, excepting only when he 
pleases, for the destruction of mankind, to 
permit it to be seen. The gate of this castle 
is defended by a giant>like figure in the form 
of a man, not made, if report speaks truth, 
of flesh and blood, but constructed, by ma» 
gic art, of steel or adamant, so that the 
sharpest weapons are altogether useless, and 
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.cannot possibly mflict a wound upon hipi^ al- 
. though he seems to possess every power and 
function of life that are common to.mankind. 
Fifty brave kpights^ twice told^ and ni,ore^ 
have passed by my solitary cell towards that 
.fatal habitation ; but^. alas!" continued he^ 
/^ not. one of them ever returned/^ 

'' Having said this^ the hermit was silent ; 
and the knight sat musing for a few seconds, 
when suddenly drawing his dagger partly 
from the sheath^, and thrusting it back, with 
great force, he exclaimed, ^' By Him who 
su^ered dole for me upon the rood, I will 
perish, also, or revenge the death of these 
brave men !-' '' Alas, my son !** said the her- 
mit, " I beseech you, swear not so rashly. 
The attempt is not consistent with reason. It 
i3 absolute madness for a single man to attack 
a walking monument, aided by the machina- 
tions of a. legion of foul fiends." " Holy fa- 
ther^' replied the knight, " seek not to de- 
tain me ; my resolution U irrevocably fi.x^d f 



19 

and then kneeling down^ he besought him to 
shrive him of his sinsj to givehim abscdntionj 
and^ farther^ to assist him with his prayers. 
The hermit finding that he was not to be 
moved^ heard his confession; and^ having 
absolved him^gave him his benediction. He 
then conducted bim to the path which led 
to the castle^ and* grasping his hand^with 
tears in his eye% bade him farewell for ever ; 
*^ unless^" added he, ^^ it should please your 
protecting saint, that the castle shall be en- 
veloped in darkness; you will then return 
to me again/^ 

^' The knieht rode forward without delay, 
and soon came to the end of the forest, and 
before him appeared the loAy building; for 
it was this day visible. It was very extensive, 
and the roof of it shone like gold. Being 
come to ^e outer gate, he found it shut, and 
the bridge drawn up; but by the side of the 
postern, he saw a bugle-horn hanging by a 
chain of iron. He applied the horn tobis 



)nealb^ and blew/tbvee blasts so loud aad 
sbrill^ diat tbe fomidaiiaaa of the castle seem- 
.ed to tremble. The dmw^biidgewasinsfcaiit- 
Ij let down with great ngme, the gates open- 
ed, and. the tremwdous giant, .mi^itioned by 
the faennit, lushedrfTom the castk. 

^' He appeared to be about, ten feet hi^, 
was com{^eteIy cased in armour, mid bore a 
mace of iron upon his i^ioulder. With a 
uroiceiike thunder, issuing from ihe interstices 
-of his helmet, '£or his face was not to be seen, 
he demanded, ^^ What fool it was, who, be- 
ing tired of life, had dared to disturb \m 
test ^ and when, looking round, he saw the 
knight alone, he buist into laughter, swears- 
ing by the gods of the Pagans, that he wo«Ii 
liang both man and horse, to bleach in the 
sun, upon the battlements of tbe castle, for 
his temerity. The knight, witfiout answer- 
ing him, spurred his bors^ and ran at him 
with his lance, which brc^e into shivers 
n^ainst bis aimour, without even staggering 
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the <Mm€tw The kiii||^ tbeortbonghlf it ad- 
Tisal^le t9 dc6t€lii#i fbom ' Usi horse; and a 
long, and tembfe combat > enKMd^ in whidb 
the kaiglit could oabjr stand upon the defen^ 
sUnsi At length the giant, impastieBt air bcw 
log kept 80 long at Iwf, gfaspedi his naoe 
i^ith both his handiy aii<i thought to darii hi» 
antagonist in piecws with the blom, but tbr 
knigfat; seeing his danger, niafel^ les^ed om 
one Ade, and/ tbo giant misstng« his aim; stagi* 
gered upon the b^nlc; the knight new seeing 
hia advan^ige> ran against him with ail. his> 
force, mid before he could recover, himsdf, 
overset biiuy and he feH into the lake wfaiciv 
sunounded the oattlle, where he sunk- in: axk; 
instant, and rose no mere^. A' daik mist, 
however^ pfoceeded from the water^ which 
Ae knight perceivings and feati&g the en* 
trance woald becoave invisible, foi-ced hia 
way through the pertat, and over the draw* 
bridge in the oastle jard; b«^ not without 
opposition from several bideoa^ funm* 
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^ The darkness increased so fast^ that he 
had much difficulty to find the door which 
gave admittance into the castle. Having at 
length succeeded^ be entered a large hall^ in 
the midst of which was a pillar of porphyry, 
haying a shield hanging on the one ^de, and 
a sword enclosed in a rich scabbard on the 
other^ with an inscription between themj 
which a large lamp depending from the del- 
ing made visible. Its import was^ that the 
knight ordained to dissolve the enchantment 
of the castle, must take the sword and the 
shield from the pillar, and, proceeding 
through ihe dark passage opposite the lamp, 
descend into the vault below, where he .was 
to find a fountain of black water, and a fire 
pinging from the, earth beyohd the foun- 
tain : he was tben^ in defiance of all opposi- 
tion, to take up a portion of the water, and 
to cast it upon the fire. — Beneath this in- 
scription was another in larger characters, by 
way of admonition^ to this efiect : Con^r 
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well what thou art about to undertake ; if thou 
failest, death is inevitable. Ifthekastfearper" 
vades thy mind, depart in peace, and leave to a 
braver mind the perils that await thee here. 

'^ Nothing abashed by tbeadmoDitiotij the 
knight' resolutely took the sword and the 
shield from the pillar^ and having read the 
uppermost inscription a second time> he en^- 
tered the d«*k passage^.which was long and 
narrow* In his progress he felt something 
like a hand thai grasped him by the helmet^ 
and endeavoured to restrain him from pas- 
sing any farther. He made several efforts to 
strike the power that withheld him^ but his 
sword met with no opposition. At lengthy 
with much struggling, he forced himself frcmi 
the grasps and proceeded more hastily than 
before ; when, coming suddenly to a flight 
of steps, and not being in the least aware of 
them, he Slipped down two or three, and had 
he not fortunately clung fast to a post that 
luckily projected from the wall, he would 
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have fWUea from the to|^ to Uie b^toia^.aiid' 
piobably have broken hia neck bj the time 
he had reached the latter. After tbia oAs- 
carriage he descended the remaiiider' of the. 
steps^ whieh he. found to be very numerous 
and exceedingly steep^ with great caution ; 
but here the same invisible power that had 
detained him in the passage^ seemed to pur*^ 
sue him ; and he received a great.number o£ 
severe sirokess^ in hia descent^ upon his head^ 
his arrns^ and his shoulders^ which were often 
near beating him down* ' His aw.ord and his 
shield were not of the least use in this extre* 
mity; for^though he waacontinually changing 
the position of the o9e> and bcandishing the 
other^ he could not protect himself from the 
repetition of the blows^ or somoy his unseen 
enemy, 

^* At length he reached the vault, to which 
he had been directed by the inscription^ and 
saw the fountain of Mack water fisdling into a 
veiy large bason of white, ivtarblej it appear- 



ed ia ocAliBitfal agiiB4ioii> sivelUdg to tbr 
biiiii^ bat did not oyarfiew ; beyoftd th€ foaii«r 
taki'be saw the lambent flame siteammg froai, 
the eaftb like a meteof^ which cast a gloomy 
lig^oter the vasi cavern^ but scarcely saffi^ 
dent to render its various objects distingaish*- 
aUe* He paused a moment when he came 
near- the bason^ and looked round about him, 
when not perceiring ady thing to oppose his. 
piogress, he concluded, the adventure was 
nearly aecomplidhed ; but on his approach, 
to the bason to fill the shield, the water r&» 
ceded from the brim> and a huge crocodile 
rushed ixom the bottom of the bason, and 
attempted to seize him in its jaws; he, how* 
ever, leaped back, and struck the beast upott 
the head with his sword, but to no effect* 
Its skin was so thick and so hard, that it waa 
not possibleforhk sword to make the least 
penetration ; seemg this, the knight ran to 
another part o£ the bason, and attempted 
again to fill the shield^ but a stream of fire 
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Hke ligtiining proceeded from the roof of the 
faulty and falling upon the shield^ heated it 
instantaneoasly to such a degree^ that it was 
with great difficulty he could retain his hold^ 
and prevent it from falling into the bason ; 
however^ he cast it upon the ground that it 
/ might cool> and instantly it appear ed^ by some 
unseen means, to be drawn hastily towards 
a cavity beneath the bason ; to prevent 
which, the knight set his foot upon the mid- 
dle of it, and struck at random with his 
sword; towards that end which was drawn 
forward, something resisted the blow. The 
shriek of a female in agony followed with 
loud lamentations, 4n « voice that pierced, 
him to the soul, for it exactly resembled that 
of his beloved consort : when looking down, 
he perceived the shield stained with, blood, 
and a woman's hand, with a ring upon one 
of the fingers, lay within it. He hastily 
caught the shield from the ground, and upon 
inspecting the ring, he^ierceived it to be the 
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mme he had given to his lady on the day of 
their union. It is not possible to describe 
the horror with which the knight looked 
upon the bloody hand^ for he doubted not 
but that ft belonged to his wife. He called 
upon her by name to answer him ; but the 
only answer he received was, / die, I die ! 
in a faint voice, succeeded by a groan like 
that of one expiring. He kissed the haHd 
severid >ttmes, and having rent a large piece 
of silk from his mantle, wrapped it carefully 
up, and laid it upon the top of a large stone 
that he found by the side of the bason. In 
a fit of desperation, and burning with the 
hopes of j*evenge, he repeated his essay to 
plunge die shield into the water; \mt the 
water, as before receded from him, and the 
crocodile a second time made its appear* 
ance, and be was again obliged to withdraw 
from the brink of the bason. He now, con- 
ceiving these attempts to be in vain, formed 
the bold resoktioB of leaping upon the edge 
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o£ the ba60D> sLnd fiU the shield from th» 
ibttntaki itself; but be was itistaotlj oppo^ 
sed by a fearftil speelre^.whieb rose like a 
black ibg opoa the suifeice of th« watery 
aad^ assuming a hideous resemblance of th^ 
humaa^ form^ struck hiiw with a large nMber 
of iroD so suddenly that be could not wbxA 
oflTthe blow^ but fell backwards half stunned 
upon the payement of the vault It was^' 
some time before he recovered himself; 
when, rising from the ground, and lenygtingup- 
on bis sword, he surveyed the lake, and me«^ 
ditated another attempt; and though he bad 
been so unfortunate in the last, he detehni* 
ned to repeat it, but with more caution. He 
therefore rolied a large stone to the place 
where he meant to mount the bason, and 
advancing gradually to make the first attack 
upon his enemy, be got upon the stove, and 
then setting his foot upon the brisk of the 
baaon, the spectre rose as before; hot the 
knight strikivg into the midat- a£ the dark- 
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vapour befoie it had aflsimilated itielf to Ike 
human fonn, it ceased to rise. He struck a 
aeoond time^ irhen a loud soream was heaid 
j^efaind bim, but instead of tmning rouad, he 
•truck a third time^ and the ^Mipour disap- 
peared, . He hastily thrust the shield bcmealii 
the .stream, and it was tnatantly filled ; he 
descended )wikh care, and heing come to the 
flame, he cast the water upon it. The vault 
was inataotly enveloped in total darkness^ 
the gushing of vml&e^, like mighty tQirents, 
seemed to be roaring into it; loud shrieks 
were beard above, and much dreadful thun« 
der>so ihat the earth was. shook with the re^ 
verberation of the sounds. This horM con- 
fusion continued for some time^ and the 
knight now expected to be drowned in the 
wavesy or overwhelmed with the downfal of 
the caatle, or swallowed up by an earth- 
quake. However, by degrees, the dark clouds 
disappeared, and the knight upon the return 
of .day«Ugbt^ was exceedingly surprised to 



find himself in a deep dell in the midBt of a- 
wood^ instead of the vault of a castle. The 
remains of the bason^ cracked and broken^ it 
is true appeared^ but the water was gone. 
He came^ however^ to the stone where he 
hod laid the hand of his beloved (consort; 
and taking t^e wrapper to kiss it again^ in** 
stead' of a hand he found a small branch of v 
a tree with five twigs issuing from it^ and 
upon one of them a ring of woodbine. He 
ascended the dell by a great number of steps> 
whieh> on his coming down appeared to be 
stone ; and at certain intervals he observed 
stumps of trees^ with two branches somewhat 
resembling the arms of a man^ and in what 
might be called their hands^ was inclosed a 
large club like a mace headed' with iron^ and 
these were the invisible agents that buffetted 
the knight so severely upon his descent. The 
narrow passage was formed by a close ave«* 
nue of trees; and the hand that detained 
him now appeared to be nothing more than 
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an empty gauntletj attached to a strong 
branch from one of the trees, bent down so 
low, that it was necessary to stoop down, in 
order to pass it without interruption. Being 
come to the end of the avenue, he entered 
into a spacious glade. He looked round with 
great surprise, but could only ji|3t discover 
the least vestige of the hall,, where he found 
the pillar with the inscription ;. nor could he 
see any part of the castle.. The outer wall of 
the inoat,^the draw-bridge, and gate,^ were all 
vanished.. At the foot of a tall oak he found 
the remains of his shattered lance,' and be- 
low, in the valley, he observed his horse was 
grazing very quietly. 

'^ Astonished ta the utmost degree at the 
sudden disappearance of such an extensive 
and massy building, he began to doubt the 
evidence of his own senses ; " for if,'* said he 
to himself,/' the whole of the castle was the 
fallacious effect of necromancy, what can be 
become of the knights and other prisoners 
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detained by the sorcerer i surely he did not 
vtniirder them all/' He then walked backward 
smd forward upon the spot he conceived to 
be the scite of the casUe^ calling frequently 
aloud, that if any were prisoner, or in dis- 
tress, they would answer him ; and then lis- 
tening attentively for some response, or groan, 
or noise of any kind, that might lead to the 
discovery, if perchance «they might be con- 
fined under the ground; but receiving no an- 
iswer, he determined to return to the hermit, 
and consult with him, what was^necessary'for 
faim to do more, in order to get some tidings 
of his beloved spouse* 

'' He mounted his horse, and rode on to- 
wards the old man's, but so deeply buried in 
thought that he was surrounded by a large 
company of men in armour before he was 
aware, and started like a man suddenly awaked 
from a dream ; when one of them bowing to 
him, with much politeness assured him, that 
he, and the rest of the company who were 
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wUk himpMen cene to tduAt himi 9mi, m¥kL 
file uAmort gntitaik of heart, to Aaak faioi 
£ar ttieir dekhremwe. At ^ lane time, ih^ 
preseuled fats iady to hioi, eod told kioi, th«l 
Aey had ejl heea priaeaen t» the encbaBted 
tastle, bet vveice at liberty apoa the disscdnag 
of the diannf by which it was apheid t Thai 
the BOise aad 4|oaftwioa had been eo great at 
Ae thae the coi^I^ disappeared, that they, 
with his lady aad maoy other femideg who 
had beea coafiiied, laade iheir escape with 
aU haete^ and assembled together at the herr 
aail^s oell. He informed ^ lady, that it was 
lier lord that bad broken the enehmtmeat; 
and we iastantly agreed to accmiipany het 
im search of joa.— And so the story ends ; 
at least so maeh of it as is necessary for me 
to relate opoo the piesent oeeasion. The 
combat of the kaigbt with the iron giant ; 
his passage throogh the dark entry, and the 
hand that withheld him; his descent into 
^e vault, and the blow he received as fa€ 
iroiii. 111. c 
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went down; with the perils be bad to en« 
counter to obtain the. enchstnted water> and 
the changes subsequent^ captivated my fan- 
cy, at the time they made me shudder/' 

The ladies declared, that the part which 
related to the band with the ring^ resembling 
the knight's consort's^ and the exclamation 
supposed to come from . her ^ she expired, 
had particularly affected theoj because it 
had been brought in so very unex{JeGtedIy. . 

'' And^ we may add, so Vi^rjif absurdly, J[ 
presume/' said, the curate, f' The circumr 
stance," continued he, *' tlwit most excites 
my admiration is^ that a mjan of lively ima? 
gination, assisted by even a moderate ^under* 
standing, could seriously ^sit down to his 
desk, and collect together such a suQcessiop 
of incongruous ideas, and promulgate such 
a monsbrous assemblage of incoherent cir- 
cumstances, outraging reason, and setting 
even the smallest approach to truth at defi* 
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^ Without doubt/' gaid Eleaner, smiling). 
^^ an iron giant^a substantial castle built with 
clouds^ and trees metamorphosed into guards^ 
and armed with maces^ are palpable absurdt* 
ties. Butj notwithstanding the general out* 
cry that is made against our romances^ I do 
not recollect that I ever read one of them^ 
without meeting with some passages that 
were amusing ;. and^ in spite of the attendant 
improbabilities" ^ 

'^ Say impossibilities^ my.good lady/' inter*^. 
rupted the curate. ' - 

'' Well, then/' ccmtinued Eleanor, '' in 
spite of the ^impossibilities, you have set the 
fancy afloat, and moved my mind in an irre- 
sisiible manner." 

'^ I thank you, my dear lady,* returned the 
curate, '^ for this candid confession ; and it is 
against this involuntary motion of the mind 
that I contends It is the strongest reason 
that these books^ should never he put into 
the hands of young people ; because the in« 
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ftai tsktA aught ne?cir Co> \m tiklM by falbe-^ 
Hood^ nor frighted by ttonhexifleDoea^ itf^ 
0lb«d of comirfitaliBrg tlw prhiiitrve ickoi^ 
ibfj ought t& be kept «s rioi^ Md i» tepiK 
mto litpoaibk^tiittil mdisk tiiM cs tiie juc^ 
fltent thsH ripen suffieieftdy ta Appt^mtt 
il«ek wonhy ia»d eoiifittt them tdgedier. T0 
Iniki tf dif U to n»A #ell^ yo« aiDisl testli 
%ltt a6t 0!% to ftifstt dKfr syfiable» whieii 

compoimd words reqaire^ bnt fdso j^l^ftiMdy 
«eq«iinl h»m' #Mi Ate taltte mA. imporfaiice 
of eveiy letter smgly by itoeK OHe of liM 
gtfe&teM sourees of igftoTAUce Md su^eriititidn^ 
& die es^oritiM ^f iUsitietf to the mteds of 
ettob B# ftre too yMUg to diseritt^oitte ft# 
themselves ; and superstition^ ben^ftg Olree^ lai« 
kM pdsMnoii of the xAtA^ like the tery en-' 
^okm Bind gtetil^ #i^ niflfkh yo«nf romanees 
aboMd^ biMis Hs eAplive in chatns^ and not 
cMjr pireipeiils any foture progress of flcieiieej 
bot oHk^ deliides it iHth fsJse appe8ranees> 
and pals a ^evd in ilfr hud to fight hi l9ie 



4cfciipQ of its tMfcp«iatH;r# 9g$i wtm%lke9U 

fMie0 «a ixM U 6o«i its cJhmwi ibirt UI^ 
99f,^fimA tbomugUy gitrnM ip fcelik 
diMi mtI^ iMMimlf will xeai0t t|^ ¥me f| 
Inrtby wd Qei»b«it 4h9 vei];!: mwos lijr wUdb 
it omit te fseed fto» «be th»«ki«s ^ <wor# 
If it be ixfui, nA I declwe I Mii^Me M to li« 

^f fak p«r€hm6ak,.h0wc«refiil ought l«0 to 
^ tbat uothmg ba iiiM»bed upw At bviwbol 
is ccfDMsAieBt witb ti»tb# el^^jt^tf!, m i^ pn^^ 
M^y^ it will Jbe iodediUy written 1 ^ar the 
first inscriptions me xwely tpti^ enmd ; mi 
e^enwben tfaey«re>ho«nef>er«li«iigAiidTa- 
hftble those laey he iidiich nre Jbioiif hi Soie^ 
verd to supply ibeir pboe^ Ibey mil neinef 
stend so fair and petfeet asif xk> chwge had 
hew jiecieaHuty.'' ^ 

'^ Sorely^*' cried Eleanor^ hastSy;^^ you 4la 
liot saaouidy tbiak that I heiieve Jo these ^ 
ants^ and enchanters^ and spectres T 
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- **< No;my cfear ladjr: I am well ^ware tliat 
jrotrr good sense/ and- the 'liberal educalion 
ybtt have received; has convinced ybu, tlwst 
the achievements of the heroes bf romimm 
are mete fiibles. I still, however, contend, 
that they bafve <i moral tendency to mislead 
the mind, and to fill it with inflated expecta^ 
tions and sensations/that,^ expanding its fa- 
culties too suddenly, exert iiie powers of ima« 
gination to' form a picture of human felicity 
that can never be realised ; which, of course; 
will cast a shade of insipidity upon real life/' 
• ''Surely not/* returned Eleanor, ''where 
the stories are not believed." 
" " Yes/' answered the curate, " even in the 
minds that do not credit them, these stories 
have a degree of ^pemicious tendency, by ^ 
showing, as I have just observed, the general , 
circumstances of life through a false medium, 
and by magnifying bnman pride, which needs, 
in general^ no stimulus to exalt itself. You will. 



perimps^ agree with me^ that the perusal of 
itiese. books occasions^ at leasts a loss oif time,, 
that might have been better employed upon 
the investigation of the works of nature^ or 
Tather of the God of nature; and a search af- 
ter truth. In the course of this discussion, I 
have' not calljed in the most powerful argu* 
nient against the propagation of falsehood ; 
namely, that it is contrary to the command* * 
inents of TeHgion, which requires us to search 
diligently after the truth ; because, say' the 
holy scriptures, ^' God is a spirit, and must 
be worshipped in spirit and in truth/' -But, 
with your permission, I will now advert to 
the evil arising from the promulgation of 
these pernicious falsehoods among the lower 
classes of the people. Few of them cati 
read; to such these stories are related by 
others, frequently from memory only, and 
seldom without additions, if possiUe, more 
pr^osterotis than are to be fouodin the.oii^ 
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^«b ibemftelret. TbqriunMOyibniialM^ 
pari of a wiutei^a ni^bf • ooavenHilioaj. «a4 
aire overlieard by tbe chtkben in tbe ycaf 
dawB of life. I bave seen myntM the M 
glN^sipft Aoaied io a semiciicliey aad bedgiag 
in tbe periAiqig embenof tb€ foe^and 8oa£- 
fiagbted bjr iheis <mik tales^ that ao oae bat 
bad cQvmge to fetcb a faggol ftom tbe oat^ 
hoase to lepleaisb tbe bkae } wbil« the Ikda 
ttobinsj, Mated m tbe cbii&Dey coiu^ts, bavo 
Wra anxioQBly ftlaring their iQ»tr«ctors in the 
fiice^ tad flbiveri^g with afin^^t* He0c« 
arises in their mioda a wild confasion oS 
idem ; itpeobres withmt beada^ ghotta as tali 
Us the obtlTch^tower^ hobg^Uiaa with sauoei 
ejrea^ and the whole troop of wilebes^ devils^ 
md diagoiISi are indelibly stamped upon 
theii^ imaginations; for these impressions not 
4Kily operate powerfully at the miment of se^ 
cital, bat ]re£aaiti> at best^ like the soars of 
deep itoatiidfli^ eten wbfen the lipeaed reaaoa 
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vestott mnr inilnwliaii art cidled fonmed to 
MCflMifff tbete pf^iidioea^ il iiiMmll/ M* 
lows^ that ihe gloom of supeiitifioa frtll per* 
Vi^A ibe vrfaole nod^Qiid stories^ itill Aore 
•bturd tbw thoie jok lurr e rtc&led^ will h$ 
Mcehredasseal faelt» One need miljr refiet 
k> the gonipt aboife ttentumed^ sev«nl d 
whom, I know, britore in the popiihur afeoiiea 
of iinlcfaemft> goblkii^ haunted castibi^ a«Hl 
other tnnnpery of nunancp^ ai fiothfoUy aa 
they do in the sacred oracles of truth ; and 
while these are the tutors to whose tales the 
jqumg mind first opens itself^ there can be 
little chance that the evil can be remedied " 



Here concluded a conversation^ which the 
reader may peradventure have thought tedi* 
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■ .^ V *^ i'**''^ «oibe» of tbe fire, and m af' 
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J^^4^^ ^^WMi«ii «be Uase; vbilc the litd* 
^ ^%^^^^ ^^ *^ ^® chimnqr osmcn, ba«e 
» ^^^^ ^Oafjr stanag ibev iottntetsn u die 
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CHAPTER IL 

The Introduction of a new Character, of 
Importance in the Piece; and the Set 
the Adventure achieved by the Knight 
Bleeding Heart, which produces an une: 
Discovery* 

1 HE mtemiptiofi given to the convefr 

as noticed in the foregoing chapter, nt 

casioned by the entrance of a page^ wl 

vaaced towards the Litdv Matilda, a 

one knee presented to her a gipsire^ 

embroidered with gold and silver thre 

a blue ground^ having the cognizance 

Boteler family on the fronts and th 

comers ornamented with tassels of gol 

The singularity of this circumstanc 
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prised the ccmipany ; and the Lady Matilda 
enquired of the page^ from whom the pre» 
sentcame? '^Indeed> Gervise/' continued 
she^ '' I think there mnstbe some mistake*'^ 

, *' Truly, my lady,** returned the page, *' I 
know not who sent the gift: a messenger, 
richly bedight in a horseman's habit, booted 
and spurred, followed by two pages in new 
liveries of silk, edged with gold, just now en- 
tered the hall^ when the messenger, taking 
the gipsire from a velvet pouch, and kneel- 
ing on one knee, put ii into my hand, com- 
mandic^ me to present it in the smne man- 
ner to you, my lady ; but without menticHiii]^ 
its contents, or the nanie of the p^rsoo who^ 
commissicmed him to deliver it.'' 

'' You have but half parfc«med your duly, 
then, Gervise/' said liOrd Boleler^ ^' go back 
to the hall, and make particular enquiiy <roiw 
ceming the sender.'* 

The page obeyed ; but^ ipetuminn; an in«» 
staut afterward^ declared^ that the messenger 



any farther inforMMJUn on the aiitig^cU 

Oenrhcr having wiibdrawn^ Ibe eonver* 
stftKNi tttitted en the extraovdinarjr oocup- 
teoee. 

^ Indeed,"* said fSkt Lady Matilda, ^ I 
beM «> esepectalion of any inch present; 
neither ca« I, in the teas^ conjec^re, who 
cooM bcbA it to flUe.'* 

^ Doobtfess^'^said the Lady Elemor, tiikkig 
the giptire into her hand, " the jpurae oos* 
tains something of conseqnence; perchance 
some enrions piece of fi cedl e- w ork^ I beseech 
you open it**" 

'^ Yon may, so please yon, my consb,'* said 
Matilda. 

*" And in tmth I will,* said she, « if his 
lordiAiip ^ve rae permissioB/' 

The baron consented: when, instead of 
aeedle-work, as £leanor bad conjectared., she 
•drew forth a small packet, sealed and super* 
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scribed^ in letters of gold, ^' Ta tbe most ea&» 
cellent Lady Matilda Boteler/^ 

'^ The address/' exclaimed Eleanor, laugh- 
iDg> '' is gallant indeed : The inside^ whick 
in sooth I have nothing to do with, is, X 
doubt not> equally brilliant/^ ' 

Lord Boteler gravely desired Eleanor to 
give him the letter* He broke the silk 
thread, which surrounded it; and having 
perused the contents, seemed much, surpri- 
sed : then, addressing his daughter,. ** Your 
champion, my Matilda, seems to be a lover 
in earnest. Listen to his address to you : 

'' Most Adorable Lady, 
'' The Knight of the wounded Heart, your 
slave and professed champiot|^ humbly sa- 
lutes you ; . and with the baron your noble 
father's consent, will pay his respects to yon 
in person this day." 
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Indeed I will liot see him," replied the 



lady; ^'.I hope> my good lord, (midtekaktg 
herself to the baron^) you will cause tbe gate* 
to be shut against him*" 

'^ By no means^ my dear child/ returned 
Lord Edward ; '' he shall have free admis* 
sipn : his dignity as a knight demaadft se 
much ; besides^ it is proper that we should 
«ee him : for through him alone can we hope 
for an explanation of the mystery relating- to 
this chaplet. And I will promise yon> Lady 
£mma> he shall not readily depart^ without 
acquainting us by what means the jewel cam« 
into his possession." 

While they were thus discoursing, a loud 
knocking was heard at the gate. 
^ " Here comes the knight/' says the ha^ 
ron. 

^* Then/' said the Lady Emma, turning 
pale, '^ let me not see him : let me not see 
my brother's murderer." 

She trembled much, and the young ladies 
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|0i faor aift of die momj and ikntf reftrndt 
It the choDbier. 

The baron expected ti^ see tbe kaigbt 
inied oap*a*pee ; but iMtesd of Ae Knight 
of ihe blaediag Hearty the youDg Saint Ctere, 
already AMtttieotd at a fafoarile aft couit, a 
fikod of tbe bafon, and an expected viulaiit 
at Qaeenhoo-*iiaU, was annoaaced and entev^ 
ed. Tbe faarwi ean^it bin in ins anni, and 
wakemsd luai to Qaeenhoo-HalL 

Wfaen the complimeatg of greeting were 
mnr, tiie young ccforlier enqaired after file 
ladies ; and the baron^ somnioning xme of his 
aermostSy deaiied^ that the ladies might be in- 
formed^ that the Chevalier Saint Clere had 
done bim the hcnour of a visit* Matilda 
bkished at hearing his name, which did not 
pass unnoticed by ber cousin, who rallied her 
tibereopon. 

^ The stranger lady begs to be excused 
from going down wUb them, alleging the 
fright occasioned by tbe thought of seeing 
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the man who bad possessed the garland had 
80 much affected her, that she could only, 
by the gloominess of her appearance, east a 
damp upon the cbeerfulaess of such a meet- 
ing. '^ Indeed, I feel myself very faint; and, 
with your permission, will lay my head upon 
the pillow for a while, perhaps I may be able 
to obtain a little rest, which will refresh me.'* 
They then apologized for leaving her, and 
Matilda sent her own servants to attend upon 
her. 

When they entered the room. Saint Clere, 
rising from hia seat, approached them grace- 
fully, saluted their bands, and led them to the 
upper end of the hall; and placing their seaU 
beside the baron's, sat himself next to Ma- 
tilda. 

The conversation turned upon ordinary 
subjects, and especially respecled the disap^ 
pointments that many had met with by the 
king^s sudden removal from St Alban's, which 

VOL. III. D 
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prevented the tonraament^ for which great 
preparations had been made. 

'^ But indeed,** said the baron, " my 
daughter and her cousin were not so much 
disappointed as many were> for they had 
their tournament at home ; but the victori- 
ous knight, instead of being rewarded, be* 
stowed rewards, and thea disappeared, with- 
out any one being able to discover whence 
he came, or whither he went; or whether he 
was goblin, or flesh and blood like other 
men." 

*^ Why, that is marvellous ; and pray, my 
lord, what did he find to fight with T 

*' I'll assure you,'' cried Eleanor, ^^ he had 
wherewithal to manifest his skill and his cou- 
rage : he vanquished a great giant sent by 
the Queen of the Fairies to proclaim her 
beauty; and made him confess, that my cou- 
sin Matilda was the sun, and her diminutive 
majesty the moon oolv^ for which reason, 
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fihe ought to confine herself to her midnight 
orgies.** 

*' Fie, cousin/' interrupted Matilda ; *^ you 
know that it was only a May-game,** 

** The champion, however, was certainly 
in the right/' said Saint Clere. 

'' Then," said Eleanor, in a whisper to her 
cousin, *' is not that the very turn,, the air, 
and expression of the portrait ?'* 

Matilda made no answer, hut nodded lier 
head in token of acquiescence; The cheva- 
lier, seeing how closely they watched him, 
was a little confused; but recovering himself 
speedily, the baron thus addressed him : — 

^ The king's sudden departure from St 
Alban's led me to suppose, that the rebellion 
in the north had been much more formidable 
than it appeared to be, and occasioned an 
alarm, which I suppose is hardly yet entirely 
subsided." 

At mid-day, the board was spread with all 
the magnificence which became the house of 
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Boteter ; and tbe afiemooa past id cheerful 
and delectable discourse of love and arQi«* 
But at tbe apprdach of evestilng, Saiot Clere 
informed the baron> that he had sonie letter^ 
of consequence to write> and particular ^tders 
to give to his servants charged with the deli- 
very of them. The baron then led him into 
ibe library, where he assured him be should ^ 
meet with no interruption. Saint Clere sat 
dowii at the writing-desk ; his servants were 
summoned, and tbe bargn withdrew. Thd 
baron then took Fitzallen a turn in tbe gar- 
des ; and, in the mean time, the ladies took 
the opportunity of visiting tbe fair stranger* 

At tbe close of die day^ tbe attention of 
the company was diverted by the clangour of 
trumpets sounded in tbe outer courts answei^ 
ied by tbe shouts of tbe populace. 

^ No doubt/' said tbe baron, ^' tbe ml* 
known champion is now come ; he ap- 
])roache9^ like a man of battle, with a great 
traia." 
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Matilda WHS somewbat 6uttej»d bj Uift 
fl^sulcIeaiieBa of the blast ; but soou recovered 
bersdf^ and a9Sttmed a cheerful air, to avoid 
the raillery of her cousin ; and the barony 
smtliog, promised to protect them. Two 
pa^es entered the room, a^d ushered in the 
chief herald^ who, in his master's name, the 
Knight of the blee^ding Heart, requested an 
audience with Lord 3oteler and Lady Ma-^ 
tilda. His Iiordship consented, and said, 
that he might bi^ conducted into the great 
hall 

The herald withdrew.^ The baroa and the 
ladiQs wait into the hall>. where, taking their 
seals, the knight entered, habited as he had 
been upon the first of May, and masked in 
the same manner. He was followed by his 
five esquires, with a numerous retinue <^ 
pages. Approaching the h%b deas, be put 
one knee to the ground; and bowing first 
to the ladies, and then to Lord Boteler, he 
said: — 



^ My lord, I know not what punishment 
your lordship may think due to my temerity, 
for assuming the cognizance of your nohle 
family, and declaring myself, without per- 
mission, to 6e your lovely daughter*s cham- 
pion. I am well convinced, such honour far 
transcends my merit." 

*^ ^Tis gallantly said," replied the baron; 
** but now the May-games are over, the pa- 
geantry that might then be the occasion of 
innocent pastime is prolonged beyond its pro- 
per limits ; and for this reason, I, as her fa- 
ther, demand of you, upon the honour of 
true knighthood, to inform me, without dis- 
guise, what is the end and purpose of this 
untimely proceeding. You know, or ought 
to know, sir knight, I am not a man to be 
trifled with ; nor shall you be permitted to 
depart, until I have full satisfaction upon this 
mysterious subject." 

'' Lord Edward Boteler, I know you well, 
jicr am I less well known to you ; the blood 
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ihat animates these veins is noble and uncon* 
taminated by baseness. There is a reason^ 
aye and a cogent one^ that makes me wish to 
.wave an answer now to the latter part of 
your speech. I must^ however^ add^ that if 
it had come from the lips of another^ it 
should have shut up my tongue. The heart 
unused to fear^ is not easily awed by threat- 
enings. Speak^ then. Lord Boteler, and Lwill 
truly answer you.'' 

'f There is a freedom in your manner that 
much pleases me," returned the baron ; " and 
I sincerely wish you may so answer my in- 
terrogatories, as to remove the suspicion 
which belongs to some part of that day's ad- 
ventures." 

^^ Speak out, my lord, and if it shall be 
found that I flinch from the truth, let me be 
degraded from the honours of knighthood, 
and punished as a traitor." 

^* I have one witness more to .call, and I 
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beseech you have the patl^ce for a few mi* 
nutes.'^ 

The baron then eommanded of Ibe aUead* 
ants to ga, and, if posaibie^ prevail npoD the 
Lady Emma I)a|cy to come into the hall^ 
and while they were ^dasent, he thus address 
sed the knight : — 

" What made you so much signalize my 
daughter ?'^ 

^' Because I love her/* 

^ But did you not know^ i^e had a fa* 
thisr r 

'' Yes, and therefore am I come: and 
though I love her dearly, as my life,. I have 
not told her so. Honour inquired I should 
have your consent.'* 

^' You much astonish me,** replied the ba^ 
ron, — 

And at this instant ihe young ladies re- 
turned, leading the stranger deeply veiled^ 
and they seated her between them to support 
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h^; fb|r she trembled, and seemed veiy mofSk 
agitated. 

The stranger eyed her with great firmness^ 
but did not appear to be the least mov«d at 
what passed. 

The baron the» caused Ae garland to be 
brought; and holding it to the knigl^ enqui- 
red, if he knew that ornament? 

'' I know it well.'' 

'' It seems you do so. How came you by 
it ? Did you purchase it i , 

''No. 

*' How came you by it then ?** 

^ By heirship. She that once owned it 
now is dead ; and in her right, 'twas mine.^ 

'' false I False !'' exclaimed the stranger. 

^ Who says *tis false ?* said the knight, 
much agitated : '' By heavens, 'tis true ; and 
in die foremost rose, you'll find the portrait 
of an armed man." 

'* We know it well,'' replied the baron ; 
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«iyl who is that armed man there represeolr 
«d ? Do you know him f* 

'' Yes." 

''Whoisitr 

'' Tis myself." 
Thyself!" exclaimed the baron« 
Yes/' said he^ shooting up^ and elevating 
the vizor ; '* compare the copy with the ori- 
ginal." 

'' Good heavens ! ^Saint ClereJ" cried the 
haron, 

" Saint Clere !" said Matilda and Elea- 
nor. 

The fair stranger exclaimed : — 

^' Tis, 'tis my brother J" and fainted. 

All was in confusion. Saint Clere, who 
knew nothing of what had happened relative 
to the chaplet, and intended only a piece of 
mirthful gallantry, was alarmed at the tragi- 
cal issue of the pageant ; and approaching the 
Jady, whose veil her companions had thrown 
back for the sake of the air, cried out : — 
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- •^ AM gracious Heaven! 'tis she! 'tis ifly 
sister!" and clasping her in his arms^ he 
brought her near to the door. 

This afforded freA matter for astonish- 
ment. Matilda and £lean(M: stood looking 
on each other^ without knowing what to say; 
and the baron^ rising from his seat^ said :-^ 

'' By holy St George, but this is strange 
indeed; the winding this mystery may well 
match our n>o8t matvellous romances r 

When the newly discovered relatiois vrere 
able to converse with composure. Saint Clere 
briefly related, that, being to visit Queenhoo- 
Hall, by the baron's invitation, he had con- 
trived the pageant, in which he acted, '' in or- 
der/' he said, *' to give a romantic turn to 
the adventure ; and on our coming to Tewin, 
I found every thing prepared, as it were on 
purpose, for my reception, by mere accident; 
and that the ladies would be present at the 
May-games desired by my lord's servants. 
No sooner were they concluded, than we be» 
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gwy to tb$ no small Mraaemail of the per^ 
¥ms9m9mhkd. In the etimmg, me retanaA 
to St Alban's^ witbont being diaoemed hy Bny 
perfOOf J Wated after the king^ and reoohed 
hm at Warwiakj wbens w» received tfa« 
n^i^^ that the ittiitrrectkift vaa qpii^ and 
tbie coaft piepajred the day fpilmring to sen 
tam to Londoa.'^ 

Notbing eaatd exceed tbe cotxteatmeat cf 
these aable pereoos^ at tbie wioding up tbwa 
b^piljr of these mystertoiis eiaents. The 
Ifidy Eminii hardly could esedit the evidence 
of ber senses^ that ber beloved brother waa 
yet alive and in aoiety^ and m the favour too 
of bis ^overeign^ through which she joyCally 
anlieipaied (though more on his account 
than ber own)e the restoration of the bohoura 
And dignities of their family. Herwondeiw 
ment at the chances which had befiedlen him, 
and the questions she bad to ask in relation 
to every particular of his fate^ since their sad 
parting, were endless; she marvelled greatly' 
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I jd8o> why he had a^^^piMed her dead; but to 
all qaeries the ydong Lord Heoiy turned • 
deaf ear^ sayiQg> ^ Nay^ 0ay» sister mine^ de* 
Set till to*morroir these kind and aoxiona 
iaqairiea. To-morrow I sballj with the good 
leave of this noble and most gracfioos oom* 
{MUiy^ Darrate the whole -chain of mine ad* 
ventures; butt to^day^ remember, I am the 
Knight of the bleeding Hearty and the cham- 
pion of the fair Lady Matilda; and I shall 
not therefore divert one hour of my devoted 
service to her^ nor incroach on the passing 
I cbeerfalness of this much wished for day, by 
ii the narration of any tristful adventures, £or 
sock my atory will be found to contain/' 

The Lady Emma's eyes filled at this termi- 
nation of the yoimg baron's speech ; but 
wiping tvrhy a tear, and smiling jdayfiil- 
ly, she said, '^ Nay, brothery stire am I, if 
you are a true knight to the Lady Matilda's 
service, I shall have so much grace with that 
Lady^ «s to prevail on her to exert her autho- 
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rity; and to command you to satisfy my co^ 
riosity ;'' then turning to Matilda^ ^' Shall 1, 
sweet lady, or no ?** added she. 

The Lady Matilda, profoundly hlushing, 
and casting a downward look towards Saint 
Clere and his sister, attempted to faulter a 
reply ; whereat Lord Boteler, observing the 
confusion of his daughter, took up the couk 
versation, and said, '' As my power over Ma- 
tilda is yet paramount, I shall interdict the 
exercise of her's over the young knight, at 
least till: h^ hath unarmed, and tasted the 
hospitality of Queenhoo-Hall/' So turning 
to the seneschal, who was in waiting, he com- 
manded him, that the young Lord Hienry's 
esquires and retinue should partake of the 
best cheer of the hall and kitchen ; and gra- 
ciously taking the Lady Emma's hand, be 
led her forth, the Lord FitzaU'en accompany- 
ing the Lady Eleanor, and Saint Clere escort- 
ing the Lady Matilda. 

While the young Lord Henry was unarm- 
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iDg^ and the ladies were left alone^ ^' I fore* 
see/' said the Lady Eleanor, who> to the 
graces of innocence and simplicity,- united 
an arch turn of mind ; '^ I foresee, fair cou* 
SID, that the events of this day, romantic asi 
they doubtless are, will terminate, like all 
other romances, in love and matrimony ; un^^ 
less forsooth you send forth your champioa 
to a sevea years probation of arms, in the 
conquest of giants, and rescue of .distressed 
damsels/*^ 

'' Thou wilt ever banter, cousin,** said Lady 
Matilda. 

*' Nay/' cried Lady Eleianor, " I would not 
distress you; but there is something so won- 
derous in this reciprocal attachment ! so sud- 
den! Poth it not resemble enchantment^ 
Lady Emma i" 

'' I doubt," replied the gentle Emma, *^ the 
adventure will want one characteristic of en- 
enchantment, viz. its falsi^hood ; as I trust, I 
may presume to hope, that my amiable bror 
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tbei^s merits^ after being duly proven^ rni^ 
entitk him to look up so bigh^ as to the Lady 
Matilda Boteler; for I coDfess, from the first 
joomenl I saw ber> I thought them formed 
for each other." 

Lady Matilda bowed gracefully^ and blush- 
ed^ adding, *^ That it was no small i^com- 
Bkendation to her, were any necessary to so 
acoomplished a chevalier as the Lord Henry 
Saint Clere, that he was so closely connected 
with a lady so amiable as his sister/' 

The bell announcing supper, now broke up 
the conversation of these ladies, who descend- 
ed mutually pleased with each other. After 
a repast, in which every circumstance which 
could be gratifying to the feelings of the noble 
parties concurred, on the ladies expressing 
fatigue, the party broke up for the evening^ 
Und retired to their several apartments. 

Next morning, after breakfast. Lord Henry 

I)arey commenced the narration of hia ad-* 

ventures, in the following terms. 

11 
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CHAPTER n. 

The Adventures of Henry Dnrcy, Lord Saint 
Clere. — His Peril at the Inn^ <ind MiracU^ 
Ithis Escape. 



^ In paftifig from my deat Emma^ I expe- 
rienced an unusual depression of spirits^ and^ 
more than once^ I repented that I had not 
insisted on sitting up with her the whole of 
the night; but the great recommendation 
given by the hostess of her beds^ and the ap- 
parent candour of the host, operated very 
strongly in removing every serious suspicion 
of evil. 

^* The innkeeper ushered me to my cham- 
ber, and^ having lighted <lie lamp, he eji-' 

VOL. fll. E 
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quired^ at vhat time I chose to be called to 
the morning? I told him> if the weather 
should prove fair^ my wish was to rise soon 
after day-break. Having received my answer, 
he bowed^and^tsommittiog me to the protec* 
lion of God and his saints^ he withdrew. I 
then fastened the door of my room^ and 
threw off my mantle^ my surcoat^ and my 
pourpoint; bat^ without displacing my hose> 
I laid myself upon the bed^ and drew my 
mantle over me as a substitute for the eover- 
tet^ which was too thick and warm for the 
season. I endeavoured to sleep^but a strange 
foreboding of some evil accident occupied 
my mind ;. the storm seemed to be increased ; 
the thunder was very loud; and the wind^ 
whistling through the crevices of the case- 
ment^ extinguished my lamp ; but the reite- 
rated glare of the lightning amply supplied 
its deficiency. It was turned of midnight be- 
fore I closed my eyes in sleep^ and 1 was very 
soon awakened by the drawing back of the 
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bbit of iny door. It opened^ and I saw a lali- 
t^rQ> with no light but in the fronts appioach- 
ing my bed-side. It was imppssible for me 
to make, an attack upon the person who car- 
ried the light without imminent danger^ for 
I. did not doubt his being well armed» I. 
therefore resolved to counterfeit a deep sleep. 
He came up close to me, and holding the 
lai^om in his left hand before my eyes^ with 
his right he presented a^sharp baselard tamy 
throat, saying, at the same time, in a low 
tone of voice. Young genileman^ it h time to 
rise, I made no.reply ; but,' seeming to sleep 
soundly, he retired from the hed, and going 
towards a cabinet, at one comer of the room, 
he essayed to force it <^en$ but meeting 
with much resistance, and fearing that I 
should be awakened by -the noise, he return* 
ed to me, and holding the light and knife in 
the manner he had done before, repeated the 
same words. I still pretended to be asleep, 
and he renewed his attack upon the cabkuit 
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with more success. I saw him take thence 
several goblets and other vessels, apparently 
of silver ; but, in opening one of the drawers, 
he made more noise than usual, which brought 
him to me a third time as before. Receiving 
no answer, he returned ; but, as he was put- 
ting the s}5oils into a wallet he had brought 
with him for that purpose, the cover of one 
of the goblets fell upon the floor, and, pitch- 
ing upon its edge, it rolled round several 
times before he could stop it; and, in order 
to catch it the more readily, he laid the base- 
lard upon a Stool by the side of the cabinet, 
and stooped down upon one- of his knees. I 
watched the moment, and conceiving that 
my life depended upon a single effort, (for no ■ 
•doubt he was convinced, that so much noise 
must have awakened me,) I cast of my man- 
tle, sprung from the bed, and, throwing my- 
self upon his back, thrust him to the ground, 
and holding his arms down to prevent his ri- 
sing or striking «ne, I called out as loud ^s I 
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could for assistance^ whe&saddenly I received 
a blow upon my bead^ wbich deprived, me of 
all sensation. ^ 

'' When I came to my recollection^ I found 
myself in an army-spittal^ surrounded with in- 

. valids ; — they were soldiers^ and my country- 
men. I was prodigiously surprised atrnjiaJitOR- 

. tion ; and^ as soon as I was permitted ta talk 

• to my comrades^ I learned from them^ that 
I had b^ea discovered^ nearly naked a||d^p- ^ . 
vered with blood> in a wood near the plsSfe^ 
by a cpmpany of soldiers^ who were out that 

.way upon the forage, and the commanding 
officer perceiving some faint signs of life^ .^ 
had humanely caused me to be wrapp^^ up * 

' in a warm houpland^ and conveyed t6^the 
.spittal. I was farther informed^ that I had 
been there better than fourteen days, suffer- 
ing under a dreadful fever, and frequently 
delirious ; at which tim^M* o^^d for a young 
.lady^ my sister^ and spake of punishing the 
^murderer* The word &ster^ with the succeed- 
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ing dause^ brought suddenly to my mind the 
recollection of the horrors of that dreadful 
night in which we had been separated. I 
could no longer contain myself with patience, 
but, starting upright upon my coucti, exclaim- 
ed, with great energy, '' All-gracious heaven ! 
wbtiB is she ? where is that sister T 

Here Emma burst into tears ; ^md; turn* 

>ing from the< company, hid her face with hit 

•■^. Isprcbief* Her agitation was not unnoticed 

by St Clere; he therefore moderated his tone 

vof voice, and continued the narrative. 

^^ My comrades, fearing that 'I was relap- 

^ sing to my former stateof delirium, begged 

of me not to exert myself so much, and 

would not answer me any farther questions. 

'' The leech soon afterwards came to dress 

my wounds, and observing that Lwas calmer 

vthan usual, and that the fever was consider? 

ably abated, eniarfd into conversation with 

cme. When he found that I was an English- 

; man of family, and had heard the detail- of 
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my misfortune^ he promised to cause Imme* 
diate enquiry to be made after my sister. — 
^' You may safely trust to me upon that ac- 
count/' said he ; '' butj on your own, I must 
beseech you to compose yourself. You are 
by no means past danger, and rest is abso- 
lutely necessary for you, if you wish for life ; 
end surely you ought to live, if it be only for 
your sister's sake. If she be alive, she may 
^eed yom" protection ; if she be dead, who is 
there so proper as yourself to bring the mur^ 
derer to justice." His promises much quiet- 
ed my mind, ai^ some cordials that he ad- 
ministered procured me rest ; so that, in the 
course of two or three days more, I was suf- 
^^ ficiently recovered to leave my bed, and 
walk out into the fresh air. 

'^ I had received, it seems, no less than 
nine wounds in the body, in addition to thai 
upon my head, which was by far the most 
dangerous. The captain, to whose kindness 
X^wed tay preservation, hesii^g that I was 
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4ib]e to walk about^ did me the honour of a 
visit I expressed my gratitude to> hisi in 
the most pointed terms that I was Eaa&ter of; 
and the politeness with which he received 
my address^ proved at once the^ goodness of 
bis lieart^ and the excellence of his ^educa- 
tion/ . 

^f I assumed the name of St Clere^ and mj 
good friend, who had heard of the family, and 
their consequence in Essex, promised to pre* 
sent me to the regent, Richard Earl of War- 
wick, wbo then kept his court at Abbeville* 
He was ics good as his word ; and I being 
furnished,, by bb generosity, with a suit of 
•garments becoming my rank, was introduced 
to the earl, who,, having heard a brief recital ^ 
of my misfortune, received me with every 
mark of attention. I volunteered into the 
service, and bis excellency promised me the 
first company that should be vacant ; in the 
.mean time, I was ranked as a lieutenant, and 
placed under his immediate inspection. 
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** Bot^ my dearest Emma, I see ycmr eyes 
reproach me. They seem to say. And v^here 
the while was the aoxiety, the solicitude, 
you ought to have entertained for the suf- 
ferings of a sister \ — In very truth, my dear 
sister, you was not forgotten ; I was not ui^- 
gratefuU 

'^ You may remember, that the phggpcian 
promised that every enquiry should be' made 
concemiag your situation, nor did he fail in 
the execution of his promise; for, having 
consulted with the captain, to whom he com- 
municated the information I had given to 
him, they employed for the purpose the an- 
cient, a discreet and sober man, and one who 
had frequently been entrusted with matters 
of great consequence, and he took with him 
a small party of soldiers, in order to release 
you in case they found you detained by force. 
He did not think it proper to show himself 
first at the inn, for fear of creating some 
alarm, but stopped with his party at a cot- 
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tage about a mile distant^ where, he met mih 
an old lady, from whom he learned, that the 
people of the inn had been twice examined 
before the magistrates of the district, through 
the interposition of a foreign nobleman^ but 
that nothing had transpired to criminate 
them respecting the loss of the young genue- 
mauji said to have been murdered in their 
house, and, of course, they were sejt at. liber- 
ty ; but that the young lady had been re- 
moved to the convent just by; that her 
friends had been sent for, who appeared to 
her justification ; and that she Herself had 
departed thence two days previous to their 
arrivah The ancient having heard this reci- 
tal, very properly judged, that the best use 
he could make of his time, was to go to the 
convent immediately; which he did, and^ 
with some small difficulty, obtained an inter- 
view with the lady-abbess. He related to 
her the manner in which I was miraculously 
preserved from death, and begged, on mj 
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on will readily imagine/ fbat the recital 
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Ac^oont^ to be ftilly informed concerning the 
lady^ my sister. From her mouth he received 
a detail of the treatment you had met with ; 
yotrr dangerous indisposition ; *your happy re- 
corery ; the visit you received from our deatr 
friend ; and your depa^ure for England.-— 
Such was the import of the good ancient's 

of your sufTerings made a deep impression 

'^upon 0j mind; my anxiety^ however^ was 

in some degree alteviated^ by the hope that 

;you had safely reached Engltfndj and I doubt- 

ed not you would find an affectionate recep- 

4- 

tion at Gay Bwers. I addressed a letter 

immediately to my uncle^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
informed of his deatli^) in^ht^it I entred^teii 

'him to receive *you witii great tenderness, 

■ and to acquaint you with ^ wonderful reco- 
very from' the wounds I bad received in the 

' chamber of the inn. — You^ shake your head ; 

' of course^ thea^ you never saw that letter;-^ 



opinion of the regent ; and one of tb^com- 
panies becoming vacant^ be remeteblHI- his 
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No> Gaston^M^— Bat I shall have reason to 
speak concerning him anon. 

*' The moment I was capable of taking the 

.fields I did not let slip one single opportunity 

of exerting myself as a soldier ; and having 

.been successful iiy^eral skirmishes, in which 

^I had engaged by^oice^ I gained the good 

J^|CC 

promise^ and I was appointed the captain. 
Soon after my promotion, my patr|p died^ 
and the Duke of York succeeded him in his 
dignities. 

'^ In the celebrated attack, made by the 
English forces, upon the^camp of Charles 
the Fifth of France, as the duke was pass^ 
iqg the Oyse, bis hoi^ was slain under 
him, and his person in great danger> which 
being seen by me,. I urged my compa- 
ny to follow me. We passed the water, 
nearly up to our cbins^ and arrived time 
enough to assist, his Excellency. The land- 
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ing, though obvtmately opposed^ was ui&de * 
%ood^ and the enemy was defeated with great 
slaughter. The spirited behaviour of the 
troops^ under ray command^ was highly com^ 
mended by the Duke ; who sent for me as 
soon as the battle was over^ and graciously 
attributing^ to the service my men had per^ 
formed^ much of the soccjess of the action^ 
was pleased to knight me in the fields at the 
head i6f our army. ' 

'' Charles fled with mui^ precipitation^ and- 
the r^ent pursued him to Ponthein^ which 
place^Mifcs taken by the English forces. 

*' The French army> meantime, stood aloof; 
and although various methods, on our part, 
were used to provojie them to battle, they 
all of them failed ; insomuch that the King 
was suspected of cowardice by his own sol- 
diers, and many of bis subjects openly ex- 
pressed their disapprobation of his conduct, 
and symptoms of revolt appeared in the army 
ilself. In order, therefore, to regain the 
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confidence of the people^ he returned 'sud-^ 
denly to Ponthein, at a time the regeat, wjb^t 
had i^ suspicion of such a moyement^ was 
absent^ and attacked the place with so^ much 
impetuosity^ thai it was carried before ibe 
English army could arrivje to. afford it suo^ 
cour; and Charles himself^ . it is said^ , was 
among the first that entered the city. This 
action^ . which proved bis valour^ resto]:ed 
him -to thei favour of the. soldiers^ apd his 
army daily increased by recruits^ wbo.fiocked 
around the royal standard. The regent af- 
terwards retreated to Abbeville^ in order to 
wait for reinforcements^ which had been pro- 
mised him; but^ before their amval^ over- 
tures for a truce were proposed, and the 
terms being acceded Jto on both sides^ the 
commissioners were appointed to meet at 
Calais^ and the war was concluded for a 
time. 

** While our forces lay at Pontheinj the 
Duke of York one day sent for me^ Qiid> 
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when I appeared before bim^ he 8atd> ^Come 
hither^ Saint Clere, I have a commissioQ for 
jou to execute ; I have promised^ to a noble 
lady of our court, a present, from France, of 
some jewellery. Now, as I am not well versed 
in the excellency of these ojcnaments, and 
having heard that yon have a i^te for them, 
1^ I am desirous that yon should go into Ponr 
thein, and purchase for me one of the mosl 
degant carcanets of goldsmith's work, em* 
bellished with oriental pearls, that yon can 
meet with : let it be very ricbj and exquip 
sltely wrought; because I am particularly 
anxious the gift should be esteemed well 
worthy of the lad/s acceptance*'^ — '^ But 
the price, my lord/' said L — ^^ That," replied 
he, '^ I leave entirely to you : if you shall 
find a jewel that pleases you, let not that be 
an object." I then promised his Grace, that 
I would exert my utmost ability to give him 
satisfaction, but added, at the same time, I 
was very fearful he would find that my judg- 
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ndBnt bad been greatly over-rated. '^ Be 
not concerned upon that account,** said he^ 
smiling ; " I make no doubt I shall be well 
pleased with your purchase/' I bowed^ and 
withdrew. 

^' I went iolk) several shops where articles 
of jewdlery were exposed to sale, without 
meeting with a chevesail, or carcanet, suffi* 
ciently beautiful to answer my purpose. How* 
ever, upon my return, I had^a carcanet put 
kito my hands, which pleased me exceed^ 
ingly ; and, while I was bargaining with the 
goldsmith for the purchase, in an inner-room, 
he was called forth to the shop. In' a few- 
minutes he returned, and, after apologising^ 
for his leaving me alone, he said, with asmile^ 
had you enquired for a chaplet, instead of a 
chevesail, I could now supply you to your 
wish. *^ See, sir/ said he, presenting a chap- 
let, ^* there is one. I think I never saw its 
equal, either for the elegancy of its oma- 
ments, tbe materials with which it is com-' 
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posed, or the excelkncy of its workman- 
ship.''*^^ Is it possible?" cried I^ taking it 
in my hand.—*' Truly, sir/ returned he, '' one 
wonld hardly think it possible. I hav^ been 
many years in my profession, and dealt 
largely in jewels of this kind, but, in truth, I 
never saw a more rich or more beautiful 
obaplet m my life.'' — ^ In the name of Hea- 
ven,** tutid J, impatiently, •* Whence had yo« 
this jewel I'* He instantly replied, ^ It is but 
this moment pot into my hands by a man, 
^fao waifis without to know, if I will purchase 
It from iiito."*-^^ PWcbase it, tny friend! 
Yes," added I, mBHtimg from my seat, ''nor 
Bf^va for priee.*' The goldMsiith was ^eatly 
surprised at seeing me so mach agitated at 
tJie «i^t of the chaplety and replied, ^' You 
seem to know somewhat respecting this 
jewel.'* — ^ Yes," said I, *' more ^an yon 
suspect. 2t was my «iiiter^s: it was atolea 
from her, and I was nearly murdered l^ the 
thief. Perhaps the^ very many who brings 4t, 
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IS the thief; it k, thefefoiie^ proper^ that he 
should give a fair aceount how it came into, 
his possession ; and^ foe this, purpose^. I claim 
your assistance. It, may prove the means of 
detecting a murder^ and bringing him to JAs«> 
tice/' — ^' Speak lower^ sir/' replied the goldr 
smithy, still more astonished by my assertions, 
^' or he may be alarmed^ and make his 
escape. If you are positive respecting the 
jewel, I will call him hither, wliere you may 
have an opportuni^ of examining him your* 
self; for he has other jewls,. and some plate 
to dispose of." I applauded his precautiony 
andj assuring him that I was not mistakeiv re- 
specting the chaplet,< begged that he might 
be introduced^ 

: I placed myself behind the door, so that, 
when he entered the room, he could not 
readily perceive me, but, at the same time, 
I could easily seize upon him, if occasion re- 
quired, and prevent his escape; but the 
jeweller, unknown to me, had taken a further 



precauiidiiv and sent for two officers of justice 
to wait without the issue of the examination. 
The mam very iseadily followed the jeweller 
iato the room, who led him towards the light, 
and then enquired what other articles of this 
kind he had to s^Ii. '^ None/' said he^ '^ like 
that; but here ia a broach of gold set with 
peark^ a careanet, and a goblet of silver;, but 
I have had the misfortune to lose the cover.^ 
— ^' The articles yon have offered to sale,*' 
said the goldsmith, '' are certainly valuable 
ones, and I should have no objection to be-- 
€ome a purchaser ; but,, at the same time,. I 
must observe^ it is dangerous for me to^ do so 
from one who is a perfect stranger. You 
must not,, therefore, be offended with me for 
wishing to know by what nkeans they came 
into your possession.''-^'' Not in the least/' 
said he,, with an air of confidence, '' the 
question is a fair onc^^^You must know, sir, 
that I am an innkeeper at Amiens, and residig 
at the sign of Saint Denis. It happened,, 



some Utile ttciie imek, thift ievend 'Ei^lish 
officers took up l^ir lodging widi me, where 
tbey lived alwajm in the t^le of noblemen, 
and rim up so hoge a scdre ^at I was nearijr 
rained. It w^ imposoble to bring tbesn to 
any proper reckoning, tad at last I was dbK* 
ged to take these artieles/with several others 
of Hke ^ktnd> in ^le stead df monqr. Some 
of them I ^5(M at 'hom^ and, being obliged 
to come hither upon soem bosiness of conse* 
qnence, I was destroos of knowing what these 
would bring mein a foreign mmiket.*'— -*' And 
whlit may yon judge they are worth?'' ai|« 
«wered the jetveller. To which he reiid% 
answered, ^ Yon know their worth much 
better than I. Tbey are articles I never dealt 
'in before : but a thousand crowns would not 
make me amends for the eitpences I have 
been at ; and very possibly I toay have under*- 
valued them/' — ** Certainly,** said I, coming 
forward with my fece partly covered by the 
tippet of tny hood, ^'you have greatly under- 
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Tulued them; Boi I ^ice to. kaoiR how long 
yoMi baY« txeea v^ter of the Hotel of Sfunt 
Siieotf ? '^ The ooexpiected mtei^ptioix from 
m»p «n<l the questional piopo«e<}> pit>(}»ced 
eviident sigos of confusioa m his ooiiote*- 
OAQce. Recollecting himself^ however^ he 
rcfiiied, ^'' About ten years.*"— *' N9t so many 
months past^.to my. own knowledge^ it. was 
oi^Bpied l^y one,, who bore not the feast re- 
sawblmcQ lo yoy^ But^. villain i*" cried I^ 
advancing doa^ to hioi, ^^ dosi thon not 
knawj who slept at th^ ion near * * ^, when 
th» tenpest ooippeUed him and his sifter to 
take shelter there ^'^ Thus sayings I threw 
back m.y hood; and th€ moment he saw my 
fa^e, be fell upon a bench^ which stood be- 
hind him> Hke one bereft of his senses : be 
stared •& though his* eyes would have started 
from their sockets; and bia hair stood up* 
right. As soon as he could give utterance 
to his speech^ he exclaimed^ '^ It ifrhis ghost! 
Saints defend me! It is the chevalier's 
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ghost!" and was makiog towards the door* 
'^ No ! thou catif/* said I^ interposing and . 
stopping him J '^ thou sbalt karn^ to thy coa*- 
fusion^ that I am not a ghost'* In the mean-* 
time^ the goldbmith had railed the of&cens 
who entered the room armed with thetr 
brown^biUs;, and, seizing upon tfie trembling 
culprit, eased me of my charge. 

'^ It may be proper to observe, that the 
moment I saw the face of tliis man, I recogni* 
zed the features of the hostler, who took cave 
of our horses at the inn, on the night of the 
robbery* And the signs of guilt, which he 
manifested at my mentioning the circum*- 
stances of that event, were sufficient [nroof^ to 
me, that I had not been mistaken. On his 
part, when he saw himself secured, he as- 
sumed a ^Milieu air, and would not answer 
any interrogation that I put to him. We 
therefore took him before the provost, to 
whom I briefly related the manner, in, which 
T bad been nearly murdered in the inn, on 
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tbe vighi wbea the robbery was committed^ 
aad proved the identity of the chaplet^ by 
deicribiiig the cogatzaace of our family^ 
which is concealed beneath the ^rose-leaf, 
upon the front of the jewel. The rpbber de* 
clared, that be was altogether ianoceot of 
the crimes alleged against him} ihat be 
never was at the inn vdiere I asserted the 
xobbery to have been committed^ but| on the 
contrary, insisted upon it» that he was the 
master of the Hotel Saint Denis, of Amiens, 
and th^t the jewels and plate had been put 
into bis possession by a party of English of-* 
-ficers, in the manner he had previously afr 
firmed. The circumstances, however, ap- 
peared sufficiently strong against him to in* 
validate hb Assertions, and to warrant his de . 
.tentioB, and he was committed to prison* 

'^ It was then judged necessaiy to send to 
Amiens, and to ^ * "* and confront him 
with the testimony of both the innkeepers; 
for Tassured the ma^i^trate^ Uiat the master 
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of the Saint Denis^ wheye I dined a few 
hours .preceding the robbery^ did ncril War 
the least resembkuiee in person or features i» 
the man ; and the other, who I n#w bdieTed 
was not implicated in 1^ guilt of bis servant^ 
would readily acknowledge hiai to have been 
fuch. 

^ Having paid the porchase money for the 
carcaaet^ I took it to the Duke> wbo honour* 
ed my choice with his entire appiobation. I 
took the liberty of relating to his grace the 
extraordinary event that had happened at di^ 
goldsmith's, which so far excited his curio-* 
sity^ that he determined himself to be pre^ 
aent at the next examinatioii of the culprit 
which took place as soon as the two innkeep- 
ers were brought to Pon^ui. • 

'^ When the prissier was broogbt int^^ 
courts and questioned concemmg the rob-* 
bery^ he continued to assert his innocenc^^ 
and still persisted in being the innkeeper at 
I, notwithstanding the real master of 
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ikeflotel of SiaiBtDalu appeared to con- 
ftoBt. him. ^ I am sorry, Eustace/' said the 
bo9t» ^ to find myself necessitated to appear 
agasast yon. For the good of your aou\ 
add not soch falsehoods to your other o£> 
fis&cts ; confess what yoa know of the foul 
deaUog laid to your ch«rge, and endeavoai^ 
hj yonr e^itritioD, to aasua^ the anger of 
Hearen.'' He held down his head, bat ve» 
turned no answer. ^ Yon know the prisoner, 
it seems/' said the duke to the innkeeper. 
^' Perfeelly, my lord ; be has frequently been 
at my house^ as a guide to passengers, and 
to take back tiieir horses, when lured at his 
maatei^i/'-- *'^ And what wjuei yoor opinion of 
him^^-r-^'^ In sooth, my lord,** replied the 
host, ^ I beUeiied him to be a sobef and an 
bcmest man.'' Several (jnestiom were then 
put to Aie culprit, but he pertinaciously re*, 
fused to return any answer. .The torture was 
then proposed, but hb Excellency desired^ 
that it m%ht be deferrsd until Aey had heard 
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the examination of the other innkeeper; who 
was accordingly brought into the court, and, 
being desired to look at the prisoner, instant- 
ly exclaimed, '^ It is Eustace ! my faithful 
hostler. By the crown of Saint Louis, I am 
surprised to find thee here ! Poor knave, Fil 
lay iny life he is innocent.*' — '^ Of that here- 
after," said the duke, hastily ; ^ but we ha^e 
some questions to ask yon, and shall request 
you to answer them without any comment* 
You know tiie man, he was your hostler f'-r- 
He was, your honour,'* replied the host. — 
And how long has he lef3t your service i'* — 
^' Some three moons back : and please yomr 
honour, I cannot be certain for a day or two«'^ 
^' It shall not need 4 but inform us why he 
quitted your house; what was his fault?"*— 
*^ No fault, your honour; but because a rela- 
tion of his had died, and bequeathed to him 
a mort of money." — ^^ You parted, then^ 
^ood friends f" — *^ Exactly so, your honour.* 
— ^' And have you not seen him since that 
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time ¥*^^^* Never, jKnir honour, till this mo*' 
menxT 

*' His Grace then desired that I shoald 
stand forward ; and> ordering the innkeeper 
to survey me with ^attention, he enquiied, if 
he had any recollection of my features. 
After looking earnestly at me, some time, he 
answered in the negative. The dake desired 
him to- repeat his examinalion. He did so; 
and, at last, with some degsee of agitation,* 
replied, '^* I ^ink, <hut surely my eyes de* 
ceive me,) I think he icsembles « yonng 
chevalier, who slept attny hoi^e the night I 
was robbed, and who, ((God forgive me,) X 
really took to be the thief. To which I an-^ 
swered, '^ I am in. truth that chevalier, and 
the thief himself, if I mistake not, is also 
near at hand.^ 

** The articles, which the prisoner had of* 
fered at the goldsmith's were now produced 
in the court; and the moment his master saw 
the goblet of silver, he declared it to be one 



of ikoBit tajken horn the cabinet, ''• And t&M 
broach,'' said he, ^ is mine ; I will swe^r it: 
on th^ bible^hook ; but where is the beaker, 
the lankmrd, and the eup T When looking' 
earnestly at the hoAtlex, he shook bis bead, 
and went on : — ^' Qh Eustace ! how coid4 
you serve your maater aa4 yoor dame so 
foully; as God is my judge, we have been as 
good as a. father and a mother to yoi^.'' £ur 
alace waa silent, nor would he answer ibo 
magistrates* The tort^r^ was, thejcefore^ 
brought forward ; and, as the officers of jns« 
tice were preparmg to put him to the qnes? 
tion, be thought proper to.qpeak# and re; 
quested to be released from their hands, and 
made the following voluntaxy confession* 
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CHAP. III. 

IXf Progms rfZnhpdtif; or the Danger tf 
as9Cidaiingwiih bad Persons, minq^^edfrom 
' the Cdnfh^oH ^a Murderer. 

» 

^' I A'Mj' Kaidiie^ ''A lost inan; for the prooft 
<$f my gailt are so m^mifest^ that the hhb* 
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lioods I have hitherto asserted can no longer 
answer any good purpose. Heaven he^ liie ! 
I am both a thief and a murderer.^ — ^* Go 
to, Enstace/ said his master; ^' why, you 
are stark wode^ a thief mayhap you be, bnt 
not a murderer^ for the chevalier is alive.** 
The innkeeper ^as ordered to be silent, and 
the cn^mt proceeded. ^' About two years 
ago^ there came into our neighbourhood a 
gay young man, who dressed well^ and had 
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much the ahr ot a peisoa wl^o had been well 
nurtured. He used fi^quendy to take his 
morning refreshment at cnir bouse;: and^ pre- 
tending to be very fond of horses, he passed 
much of his time with me, 'observing how I 
managed them, and inquiring concerning 
their qualities and their value. la return fc^ 
the trouble,, as he called it, that he gave me, 
he constantly made me some small present 
of money ; or, if I best approved it, treated 
me with liquor. Accursed be the day and 
the hour, in which I first received his moneji^ 
or dnnked bis liquor ! 

** Our attachment increased daily^ ioso* 
much that we were seldom asunder whenever 
a leisure hour permitted me to join his com* 
pany. 

'^ One day,, he came into the stable to 
me, while I was rubbing down the horses, 
and, shewing me a l&rge handful of gold 
coin, said, with a smile, '' Eustace, is it not 
a pleasant thing to be master of one's time. 
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ta have. plenty of mcmeyj and to live at oaeV 
ease^ rather than to rise early^ go late to rest^ 
and be at the heck and call of others^ to 
vork and slave for theai> without the least 
proi^ect of bettering one's own condition i^ 
— *' No doubt^ my good young master/ said 
Ij " and you are happy in having such exr 
cellent friends to supply you so amply." — 
^ €io to, Eustace/' answered he, '' you talk 
like a fool upon these occasions. I have no 
fri^ids but myself; I am my own friend, ^nd 
I will be^your friend, if you will permit me. 
Here is an earnest of my regard jfor you;* 
and so saying, he thrust into my haod eight 
or ten pieces of gold. '' My brave lad," ccm* 
tinned he, '^ let us befriend ourselves, and 
the world will respect us* Follow my advice, 
and we will set the rich at defiance; for we 
will always secure the power to serve our* 
selves. Are not riches diffosed among the 
idlest and most unfeeling parts of mankind, 
in no respect our betters ? Do they not live 
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ia Ibe utmost cKss^stioB^ riat^ and debtnich* 
eiy ; nkkd sopport their crimes by the weateh 
extracted from the labours of the poor : m 
tetom, they hold the labourer in couteiupt^ 
and monopolize, without rranorse, the good 
tilings of this world, which oiight to be ge- 
nerally dinded amoag the community at 
large ? None ought to be rich, none ought 
to be poor, but eyeiy one should share in fh€ 
bounties of Prmdence.'' 

/' Perceimg I listened with attention to 
ills harangue, he went on. " Every one, I 
repeat it, ought to haye his share in the 
common stock of wealth; and, mark me 
well, when his claim is set aside by tjie 
strong hand of unjustifiable oppression, it 
becomes his duty to seize upon his right, and 
plunder those who withhold it, I mean the 
rich, as we would an open and avowed ^le- 
o^yj (for filch in fact they are to us,) and 
supply our own wants, by taking what is due 
to us, and superfluous to them/' In short, I 
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feand that my gay springal was a thtef^ and 
I^ miserable man ! fell into the snare he had 
prepared for me, and^ in an evil Bour^ be* 
came bis associate. 

'^ We committed several robberies in the 
Bcighbottring forests; but none of them were 
productive of any extennve booty. How- 
ever^ we conducted oorselves with so much 
oaution^ that no one entertained the least 
suspicion of us. But, alas! the moment I 
became guilty, my mind was depressed by a 
tfaoosand fearful imaginations, such as I never 
experienced before. They pursued me ckni*. 
tiaually, and poisoned all the pleasures I 
might otherwise have derived from the in^* 
crease of my income. I looked back with 
anxiety, to the days of innocence, and made- 
unnumbered resolutiom^ to return to the path 
of rectitude ; but in vain : instead of pursu*: 
ing them with proper resolution, . and shua-. 
ning all converse with my worthless compa- 
nion,. I unbosomed my anxiety to him, wha. 
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soon laughed me out of my repentant fit8> as 
be called them^ and confirmed me, in defi* 
ance of my own conviction, to continue in 
the road to destruction. 

'' It occurred to me, that our intimacy (for 
. we were now almost inseparable companions) 
might be noted, to 6ur mutoal disadvantage* 
I communicated my fears to him upon this 
subject. He concurred with. me, and made 
his visits less frequent than formerly. Our 
future meetings usually took place after the 
family in the inn were retired to lestf for I 
had the keys of a back gate, which comma- 
nicated with the stable«yard,. and could ga ia 
and out at pleasure, without oecasianing tiie 
least disturbance. My compwdion was equal* 
ly conveniently situated, haviiag taken up hia 
residence at a widow woman\ in a lone 
house upon the borders of the forest, and 
not above a quarter of a mil^ from die inn* 
He had constantly a master key in hb pockety 
and could command access to his chamber 

4 



at al] timesj in which he had' contrived to 
make a secret closet^ where we deposited 
such parts of our depredation» as were pro* 
per to be concealed. 

*' About six^. or perhaps eight months 
back^ I called^. as nsnal^ at his residence^ and 
was informed by the old lady^ that he had 
not: been, at home the whole of the day. I 
repeated my enquiiy the succeeding eveningj 
and received the same answer^ and more 
than, three weeks elapsed without my seeing 
or hearing from him^ so that I gave up all 
expectation of his letuming. He is^ thought 
I^ fallen^into the hands of justice; and auv 
not I dependent upon his mercy. I began> 
Aerefore^ to reflect seriously upon ray situa* 
tion. Sometimes I\ determined to fly the 
<routitty; and tben^again^X conceived^ that 
it would answer, no good purpose for him to 
belray me. However, at all events, I deter- 
mined to refoirm my life, and content myself 
ivith the rewards of honesty. 
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- ' '' I was one diy ia the stable, folly occii* 
pied with these thoughts, and I fell updn my 
biiees to supplicate the assistance and for- 
giveness of my Creator ; and while I was in 
the midst of my devotion, the gay seducer 
entered suddenly, before I could rise or sup* 
press the sorrows of my heart. He perceived 
my embarrassment, and bursting into a loud 
laugh, he clapped his hand upon my shoulder, 
saying> ''Have I caught you, coward, whin* 
ing and poling like a girl that is mother-sick. 
In the name of the great devil, ajre yoo a man 
fit to be employed in great undertakings f 
for shame, Eustace ! Well then/' continued 
he, fiadiDg I made him no answer, but stood 
with my eyes .fixed upon the ground, '' re* 
turn to your sneaking honesty, and be a slave 
for life, equal the beast you rub down in 
drudgery; and when old age prevents the 
exertions of labour, learn, like them, to live 
bard, and end a life of misery in the next 
ditch you come to.-' — ^^ What, .would you 
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kave me do i*^ cried I. ^' Do T returned he 
hastily ^ '^ die like a dog ; for you are con- 
tent to live like a mean^ h^rtlees^ despicable^ 
reptile. The devil fetch roe, but I thought 
better things of you.** — ^' My conscience,*^ 
said I, ^' accuses me, and I am fearful.'*— 
'^ Indeed !'' retorted he, interrupting me, *^ a 
^ief, and talk of conscience, forsooth : for 
shame ! be a man» Summoii your resolution 
to your aid; none but fools, and children are 
frightened by shadows. Let's haveno more of 
consoience. But, look here, I am not return- 
ed empty handed; here is conscience enough 
to make us merry for two twelvepionths I 
trow." So saying, he pulled from his gip- 
sire a large purse full of gold, and taking 
thence as many pieces as he could well grasp 
in his hand, he put them into mine, swear- 
ing at the same time, that I was a whining 
fool. '' Take these," added he, *' and enjoy 
yourself as you ought to do. When these 
are gone^ the forest will furnish us with 



more.'' What shall I say ! the sight of my 
com|>aiiioii, retaraed so unexpectedly^ aad 
the golden harvest he presented to my eyes^ 
overpowered my virtooos iresdnttons; and 
hb opbraidings made me ashamed <xf the 
humble poslare in which he found me. I 
engaged again with him in iliis nefiurions 
practices, aad, by deg«e., »y mind bec«ae 
callous to all sense of honour ^rjremo9ne« 

'' He had frequently proposed to me to 
quit my master^ and live, like him, in perfect 
&eedom, which might read% be done by 
retiring to some distant port «f the countiy, 
where our persons and connections w^oe al- 
together unknown 4 '^and, as your master,'* 
said he, ^ is ^certainly much indebted to yon 
for a 4ong and faithfol so^vice, it is just, on 
your part, that you should pay yourself, by 
taking with you his plate, and such valuaUe 
articles as can be easily carried away." 

'' I did not approve of this proposal; it 
appeared to be replete with danger, and I 
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had not courage enough to act the villain so 
openly as to fix the. guilt upon myself, and 
place my sole dependence upon my flight 
from justice. For th& reason, I resisted his 
solicitations, and waited for some convenient 
time, when the robbeiy might be carried 
into eieecution with more apparent safety. 

'' This opportunity occurred soon after- 
wards, and at a moment when we little ex- 
pected it ; for, on the evening in which it 
was committed, my partner and I bad agreed 
to make an excursion in the forest; for which 
purpose, I had got my business done at an 
eady hour, and obtained leave of absence 
ftflT the night, under the pretence of visiting 
a relation at a neighbouring village. 

^' My comrade joined me in tiie afternoon, 
and, at the instant we were setting out, ^e 
iain, with the thunder and the iightoingp 
came on so soddenly and so vi<4(9|itly, that it 
prevented our journey. 
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*' While we were discoursing together, 
this chevalier and his sister came into the 
yard, I took their horses, and concluded, 
from the richness of their habits, that they 
were persons of consequence. I also obser^ 
Ted the gentleman was particularly anxious 
for the safety of his mail, which was fastened 
with strong straps and buckles to his saddle- 
bow ; whence I naturally concluded, that its 
contents were very valuable. My companion 
was perfectly of the same opinion ; and our 
determination was formed, without the least 
hesitation, to get it into our possessicm* 
• *^ I kept close watch in the house to l^ra 
yvfaat was going forward, and where the 
guests were to be lodged, without appearing 
%o have the least degree of curiosity, when I 
found that the red room was appropriate 
to the use of the young gentleman, who, I 
made ];io doubt, would keep the mail in his 
own care; and in this room^ I well knewji^. 
was deposited the cabinet which contain* 
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td my master's plate, and other articles Of 
value. . 

'' When I commttoicaied this intelligence 
to my comrade, his countenance brightened 
with joy, and he exclaimed, '^ By the devU 
and his dam, we we are made men ! Gold ! 
Eustace, resist no longer; we will empty that 
cabinet of its precious contents : and by a mas- 
terpiece of contrivance, throw all the suspif- 
cion of the robbery upon the chevalier." — 
'' ImposMbJe," cried !•--'' By the blood/' 
qnoth he, '' thou art but a dotterel, friend 
Eustace; the matter is not so difficult as yoa 
suppose it to be. The success of the enter- 
prise depends upon one circumstance only, 
and that is, the drawing back of the bolt be* 
longing to the doojr of the chamber wherein 
the chevalier is to sleep. Devise that, and 
leave the rest to me." 

^^ It occurred to me, that this might be 
executed by removing part of the pannd of 
the door> over which the bolt passed ; but 
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*tke difficulty was to e£fect this without being 
noticed. However, while my master, witfi 
my mistress and the servants were occupied 
in the kitchen preparing the supper, and 
waMning the be^fumitnre, I toolc the op- 
portunity of examJning tLe door; and to my 
great mortification found that the bolt slip- 
ped upon a broad plate of iron, to whk^h it 
was strongly attached, and this plate was too 
thick to be sawn through, without taking up 
much more time than the drcumstances would 
aUow, and making so much noise as must in* 
evitably have occauoned a discovery. 

^ 1 was upon the point of giving up the 
undertaking, when, passing my hand by ac- 
cident over the door-post, I found a stone 
loose in the wall, beneath the arras, which 
being removed, I could easily thrust my arm 
through the aperture, and slip the bolt back 
without any difiiculty. Rejoiced at this dis*^ 
covery, I replaced the stone, and drew down 
the arras over it as it had been before, and 
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hastened to acquaint my friend with my sue* 



^ We now wwted anxioiudy for the time 
when we were to carry oor plan into execu* 
tion. He nadertook to periorm the robbery^ 
vid I was appointed to stand at the top of 
the stairs to give ttmeiy notice in case of an 
alaim, or assist him, if help sfaonld be found 
necessary* 

'' As soon as all was quiet in the house, I 
Introduced my comrade, who was profided 
with a lantern, having a light in the front 
only, and even that he coidd cover, if occa- 
sion required. We ascended cautiously to 
the chevalier's chamber. I took my station 
according to his direction, and he, having 
slipped back the bolt, entered the room, 
where be -remained a considerable time with- 
<iut any kind of alarm being given. It was a 
trjsmendous night, the lightning flashed in- 
cessantly, and ever and anon the thunder 
shook the bouse. Hardened as I was in im- 
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piety^ I trembled, and was severa) times in* 
clined to abandon my situation, raise the 
house, and throw myself into the arms of 
justice, when I heard a violent scofBe in the 
chevaliei^s chamber, the cry of murder, and 
a call for assistance. I rushed in, when, by 
the light of the lantern, I saw my comrade 
upon the floor struggliog with the chevalier, 
who held him down. I instantly struck the 
young gentleman upon the head with my gis- 
arme, when he uttered a groan, and fell appa- 
rently lifeless at my feet. — 

*^ Spare me, my brother/' cried Emma, 
casting her eyes upon him bathed in tears : 
** In mercy pass over the horrors of that feaiy 
ful night ; it is impossible for me to endure 
the recital." 

" My dearest sister/* said St Clere, em- 
bracing and lissing her, '^ my tale is drawing 
apace to the conclusion; for myself, my sui^ 
ferings were now at an end, for I was insen^ 
sible to all that followed/' 
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^' The robber continued his recital in this 
manner :— Finding that the people of the 
house were not alarmed by the outcries 
which had been made^ we ppt the plate and 
jewels we found in the cabinet, together 
with the mail belonging to the young cheva* 
Uer^ into a wallet we had prepared for the 
purpose, and conveyed them quietly into the 
stable; whence we returned^ and having 
wrapped the body of the chevalier in his 
mantle, we carried that also into the stable, 
leaving the room door open, and the things 
about it discomposed as they were. 

Before day-break the storm began to sub* 
side, when we saddled the young gentleman's* 
horse, on which we laid his body and the- 
wallet with the ^ treasure we had acquired*- 
We proceeded instantly to his residence, 
where we hastily examined our booty, and. 
found it exceeded our most sanguine expec- 
tations. It was then agreed that I should' 
instantly return home, and get to bed befpyet 

% 
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any one was-np in the house^ and there to 
await the alarm being given, I was perfect* 
ly sucoesBfiil ; and in the mornings when call* 
ed from my bed^.came down and joined the 
ontcry^no one having the least sospicion that 
t had quitted my chamber before^ or that I 
was in the most distant manner implicated 
in the robbery^ 

'^ In the mean time^ my comrade had nn-^ 
dertakett to cariy the dead body^ for such we 
supposed it to be^Jnto the deep recesses of 
the wood^ to buiy it there^and then to ride 
to some distance with the horse^. which he 
would either sell, or make away with^ as it 
riiould best appear to suit his purpose. What 
passed at the inn, in consequence of the rob* 
bery^does not concem.myfate>,and, there- 
fore^ I shall omit to mention it. "Hiree days 
passed after the commission of this deed of 
darkness, and I saw nothing of my partner, so 
that I: realiy concluded he had played me 
fouL In this^.however^.Ldid him wrong; 
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tor, on the fourih> he came to me, and made 
me acquainted with the reasons for hia ah* 
sence. 

'' The moment we parted^ he took the 
hone^with the hody of the yoong chevalier, 
into the wood^ and was seeking oot a place 
proper to bide \i, but was intermpied by the 
trampling of horses^ which seemed not tabe at 
any great distance. It was necessafy> there* 
fore^ for bim to leave the body^ partly cove^• 
ed with leaves^ in a dell near the path side; 
but be did not quit it without giving ii seveial 
stabs with his dagger^ which I blamed him 
for, because I thought it was a wantcKi^ cniel* 
ty. He then moonted the horse^ and rode 
farther into the forest^ in order to avoid dis- 
coveiy from the company, which he supposed 
U> be approacbjDg^ and returned privately to 
his own residence^leaving the horse in a tbic* 
ket> far removed from any beaten path. To* 
wards the evenii^ he took a spade in his 
hand^ and went to the spot where he had de- 



posited the body of the chevalier, desigoiag 
to bury it; bat> to his great surprise, the bo* 
dy was gone. This event alarmed him so 
much, that he dared not return to his lod- 
ging, or come to me ; but^ hastening to the 
thicket where he had left the horse^ jumped 
into the saddle, and made the best of his way 
towards Amiens. On the borders of the forest 
he recollected there was a deep pit, and fear- 
ing the horse should be known in the town, 
be killed him upon the brink of this pit, and 
cast him into it. He then proceeded to 
Amiens on foot, where he passed the night 
at an obscure house of public entertainment, 
where several vague reports respecting the 
robbery were bandied about among the tra-< 
vellers who baited there; but nothing trans* 
pired that could be depended upon. He leftr 
Amiens early the next morning, and ¥mn- 
dering about from village to village in the 
neighbourhood, till he at last obtained full: 
information of what had passed at the Inn, 
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and^ finding that no suspicion had fallen up 
on him or me^ he returned on the fourth day^ 
as I have stated^ and we congratulated each 
other upon the success of our enterprise^ and 
the next day was proposed for the division of 
the booty. 

'^ I accordingly met him at his chamber^ 
where he had placed part of the spoils in two 
parcels^ exceedingly unequal to each other 
in point of value, and the jewels were set 
aside by themselves. He then made a long 
harangue^ in which he attributed the con 
trivance and success of the robbery to him- 
selfy aad^ therefore^ he claimed the privi^ 
lege of making the first choice. Perceiv* 
ing that I did not appear to be well satis* 
fied with the allotment of the parcels^ he 
boasted much of his honesty : '' I had/ said 
he, '' the whole in my power, and might have 
made myself master of it all ; but my wish is 
to act uprightly with a man I esteem as my 
friend/' I then took the portion set apart 
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for me^ and said nothing in return f.wbe» be 
proceeded : '^ These jewels we have beea 
mueh deceived in. They are made up mere- 
ly for show ; the stones- are counterfeit^, and 
the gold adulterated;, to which I may add, 
the hazard of disposing of them is so mani- 
fest, that they are not worth contending 
about. Now, I will give you ten pounds in- 
erownsi for yomr share of these trinkets;^ 
though) by all that^s sacred, I do not believe 
I ever shall return the money ! but I do this>. 
because you do not seem perfectly satisfied 
with your parcel of the plate, and to convince* 
you of 'my fain dealing/' I was ready to burst' 
'with indignation at' tiie p]X)posal ; but, as I* 
had determined tov be even witb him, I as- 
sumed an air of cheerfulness, and acquiesced 
without starting the least shadow of objec- 
tion. On his part he seemed highly delight- 
ed with my docility. 

'^ Having thus finished our business, he* 
took me by the hand,, saying, '^ My dear 
&iend, we must part ;.-it is no longer proper 
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for us to be seen together. This transaction 
is of too much magnitude to remain without 
further investigation. The gisarme^ which 
unfortunately we left behind us^ was mine ; 
and^ though I^o not think it can be traced to 
me^ it is a circumstance that does not please 
me; — ^but the removal of the body has so 
much of mystery in it^that F cannot help be- 
ing alarmed. If you resolve to stay where 
you are^ (and, indeed, I do not see that you 
have equal reason to depart immediately,) it 
witt be rather advantageous than hurtful to 
you that L should disappear/' I agreed with 
him, btit> at the same time> expressed my ar- 
dent wish to know inwhai? part of the world 
he designed to take up hfs residence. To 
this he answered, ^* It i» impossible to speak 
positively to that question-; for men like us> 
who depend upon 'good fortune only, are 
subject to maiiy casualties> more than the 
rest- of mankind. I have, however, already 
discharged my lodging ; early in the mom- 
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ing I mean to make my departure ; and^ in 
order to escape the notice of the villagers, I 
shall assume the disguise of a pedlar. I shall 
traverse the lower part of the forest^ and 
make the best of my way to Lamidrecy, 
where I probahly may lighten my pack^ by 
disposing of part of my trinkets. I shall 
thence proceed by a circuitous rout to Paris, 
whither, if you should be inclined to follow 
me, we may again lay our heads together to 
our mutual advantage.'' 

" We then took leave of each other, and 
I returned home, disgusted with the villain- 
ous dissimulation of my comrade. My first 
care was to secure the part' of the booty 
which had been allotted to me, and I hid it 
in a hole I had made for that purpose in the 
ground, beneath a large corn chest in the 
stable. I now determined to sacrifice ray 
comrade to my vengeancey and make myself 
master of all his riches; and, in order that I 
might have a fair pretext for my absence, I 
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turned a new purchased horse into the road 
adrift over nighty pretending it had broken 
from the pasture^ and went out early in the 
morning to seek after it. 

*^ I may here observe, that I am tolerably 
expert in the management of the cross-bow, 
and bad a good one of my own, which I fre- 
quently used to destroy the vermin, and this 
I concealed under my cloak, with half-a-dozen 
quarrels headed with iron. 

'^ Thus armed, I went to the wood before 
day-break, and concealed myself in a thicket 
adjoining to the path which led to Laun- 
drecy. In less than two hours, he came dis- 
guised, as he said he should be, with a large 
pack strapped over his shoulders. As he pas- 
sed me, I took a sure aim, and shot him 
through the body. He fell instantly to the 
ground, and lay groaning in the agonies of 
death. When I came up to him, he cast his 
eyes upon me, and seeing the bow in my 
hand^ was certain that he owed bis death's 
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wound to me^ when mttkig hhaself npon one 
arm^ ^' Is it possible!" be cried, ^' is it pos- 
sible 'that- theu shouldest be my murderer! 
Justice, in truth, requires my life,? but even 
justice claknied it not froin thee !" '^ -What," 
said I, ^^ hast thou to do with justice, vthoU 
who first made.me a thief, and then vobbed 
me of the wages .due. to my* iniquity !'*^^ I 
dare not appeal^to heaven,'' ^quoth he/ ^^ for 
heaven hears not wretches so wicked vas we 
are. The > vengeance of .hell ha& overtaken 
me, and I die without hope, encumbered 
with !all .my* foul doings ! May the curses 
of hell follow thee, thou villain! May you 
suffer 4mder the hands of a lingering execu- 
tioner, and die amidst^ the execrations and 
hootings of mankind, a shame to devils who 
hold faith with each other 1 and may you be 
hated for ever by all the fearful spirits who 
inhabit the regions of the damned ("and with 
these horrid imprecations^ he breathed forth 
Jiis soul. 
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Here lie seemed much agitated, and pan- 
sed awhile; but recoveriRg himself in a few 
minutes, he went on. — ** 1 dragged the body 
into a dell, ^and covered k for 4he present 
with leaves, and such mbbish as I could find 
at hand : the pack with the treasure I hid 
in another place, and returned home, pre- 
tending that I had searched every where that 
I could think of for the horse, but without 
success. In the dusk of the evening, I went 
again to the forest, buried the body, to pre- 
vent its being found, and brought the pack 
unnoticed to the stable. I remained with 
my master some time after the departure of 
the young lady, but not without continual 
uneasu^ess, expecting every moment that 
something would lutppen to bring me to jus- 
tice ; besides my riches w^e of no service to 
me there, for I dared not offer any of the 
•spoik to sale, for fear of detection. I there- 
fore determined to remove ; and the better to 
avoid suspicion^ I assured my master^ I had 
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received letters from the friends of a dis- 
tant relation^ who was lately dead^ and bad 
left me a considerable legacy^ and that the 
forms of the law required my presence ; ac- 
cordingly we settled our account ; he paid me 
what wages were due to me^ and we parted 
on terms of friendship.'^ 

Here the innkeeper fetched a deep sigh^ 
and shook his head ; the prisoner then hesi- 
tated a momait^ and then weut on. — ^^ I bad 
packed up my treasure^ and removed it to a 
secret place m the wood the evening before 
my departure. I purchased a strong horse» in 
order to travel with more expedition. I went 
to Paris^ where I resided several days : here I 
spent in idleness and dissipation a large por- 
tion of my wealthy and probably should soon 
have beggared myself^ had not an unsuccess- 
ful attempt I made to cut the purse of a young 
lady of quality^ occasioned me to make a 
quicker retreat from that city^ than I at first 
intended. I have since that time experi- 
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enced several changes of fortune^ and it is 
now two days back since I arrived in this city^ 
where I intended to have disposed of the re- 
maining part of those treasures 1 obtained by 
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my villainy. And here, as you see^ offend- 
ed justice has overtaken me. The thaplet 
is in truth the property of the chevalier^ the 
plate is part of what belonged to my master^ 
the broach is his^ and the carcanet I found 
among, the spoils belonging to my comrade.^ 
Here he ended ; and^ to this confession^ 
which was taken down in writing by the clerkd 
of the courts he signed the cross in witness 
of the truth. . His condemnation was^ that 
his limbs should be broken^ and his body, 
still living, exposed upon a wheel, there to 
die a dreadful and lingering death. — *^ But/* 
continued Saint Clere, '' at my intercession 
with the regent, the cruelty was remitted, 
and the wretched culprit was hanged without 
any previous torment being practised upon 
him. Thus through the disposition of Pro* 
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vtdeoce^ the chaplet was made the instro- 
ment of detecting a robber and «t murderer^^ 
and once more returned to my posaesston." 

'^ It is a very singular and a very interesting 
incident^'' said Lord Boteler ; '^ but before yoa 
resume tbesthread of your history^ my dear 
Saint Clere^ permit me to make one observa- 
tion/' Saint Ckre bowed^ and the baroft 
went on : — ^' I cannot^ well account for -the 
proceeding of the robber^ when he first en- 
tered jFour chamber. One would naturally 
have thought, that his first attack would have 
been upon you> rather than upon the cabinet, 
and especially as he believed you was ioa 
very sound sleep.'* 

^' The .same observation, mjr lord, -occar- 
red to me,** said Saint Clere ; ^^ and pre- 
vious to the execution of the criminal, 1 
questioned him respecting that transaction^ 
and he knowing that the remittance of the 
torture had been made at my request, varf 
readily made me the following reply :**— 

You may recollect that I told you my com- 
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rade, previoiM to the robber jj would, by a 
master-fkce of conltrminci^ turn die snspieioii 
of the guilt upon you. Now this very pro- 
cedure, which seems so stiange to- yoja, firm- 
ed a material part of his plan. ^^-If," said he, 
'' I shall be fortunate enough to catch the 
chevalier asleep, and can rifle the cabinet 
wit^hottt disturbing him, we cannot fail of sue- 
cess, vFor having got the plate, togetherwitk 
his mail, into our^possession, we will cwwtj it 
to the foot ^f .the stairs before wevattempt 
to seize his person : our attack shall then be 
made upon him with united energy; antlour 
first business must be to thrust a gag into his 
mouth to prevent his outcries : we will then 
bind him hand and foot, and convey him^up- 
onhb own horse into the wood, .where we 
wiU murdered buiy him, and then^ispose 
of the horse as occasion may require. iS, on 
the other hand, he should in the stniggle 
makel such an alarm as to waken the people 
of the house^ we will then put out the lights 
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and I neiU carry off the booty^ while you may 
slink to your bed before the assistance can 
reach him^ and then it will pass for a robbery 
by the foreign banditti* The design, it is 
true, did not succeed as he had planned it ; 
and had your cries been heard, our safety 
would have depended upon a precipitate re- 
treat> without a possibility of our effecting 
the robbery. If you wish to know the rea- 
son why we resolved to take you so far away 
before we put you to death, the answer is 
plain ; because we were well aware that the 
bed clothes being stained with your blood, 
would be considered as a proof that you had 
been murdered. But our design was to conn* 
teract that idea, and fix the suspicion upon 
you of having committed the depredation, 
and made your escape. Yet after all our 
caution, we did not recollect, that the blood 
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which flowed from your wound remained up* 
on the floor, nor that we had left the gisamie 
behind us in the chamber ; so far through 
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liaste we failed in the execution of our plan. 
These circumstances rendered^ it is true, the 
adventure more mysterious ; but, as it hap- 
pened, they afforded no light for the detec- 
tion of the authors.** 

'^ Having no further question to ask, our 
conversation finished here. And his confes- 
sor entering the cell at the same time, I left 
him to the admonitions of the holy father^ 
heartily supplicating forgiveness for him from 
the God of mercy." 
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CHAP. ni. 

Lord Henry returns to England, and becomes 
a favourite at the Court. — The warmth of 
his temper displayed in a Dialogue between him 
and the Baron-Saint Clere at- Gay< Bowers. 
-^His Adventures conclud&d.^ 

''The investigaticm^of this horrid transaction^ 
rendered it necessary £6r me to make known > 
to my patron^ the D&ke of York^ that I was 
really the son of Lord Darcy^ and bad assu- 
med the name of my mother's family^ oa ac-^ 
count of the disgrace which had befallen my: 
ftither. His Excellency promised to me his- 
interest at tbe court to obtain a reversement 
of the decree of outlawry^ and put me in 
]^088es8ion of the estates> which^ by right of 
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inheritance^ bad belonged to tbe Darcies; 
and this promisev he faithfully performed. 
'^ Yott are anxious/' said he> " I doubt not, 
to return to your native country ; and indeed 
it is proper that you should, for your pre- 
sence may perchance be necessary. Go, 
therefore, and use all expedition; I shall 
charge you with letters of consequence to the 
king,.and must desire you to deliver them to 
him as soon as possible/' I assured him, I 
would exert my utmost diligence. At a late 
hour,- the letters- were put into^my hands; 
and, early in the mornings L and my retinue, 
being provided with excellent horses, made 
the best of our way to Calais, passing the sea 
to Dover. We hired fresh, horses, and, with- 
out stopping to sleep lipoa the road,, pro- 
ceeded to Wind8or,.where our gracious-Sove- 
reign thea held his court.. Having obtained 
admission to the royal presence, J delivered 
my, letters; and when his Majesty had per- 
used, them, he said to me, ^' Your com* 
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mander has spoken very wannly in your 
commendation^ and^ so far as I may judge 
from youlr diligence in the speedy delivery of 
these letters, you deserve his praises. Da 
not absent yourself from the court; for it is 
my desire to speak farther with you at some 
more convenient opportunity/' 

'^ The moment 1 was at leisure, I wrote to 
my uncle at Gay Bowers, (for I was not yet 
acquainted with his death,) informing him of 
my arrival in England, and intention of pay* 
ing him a visit in a short time« I also ad* 
dressed a letter to you, my dear Emma, not 
doubting but you was there. 

'' The next day the king favoured me with 
a second interview. He questioned me con** 
cerning many things respecting the war, and 
seemed to be perfectly satisfied with my an- 
swers. He again told me, that the Duke of 
York had recommended me to his favour; 
*' and I am resolved," said he, '' to do some- 
thing for you." In short, I bad the honour 

10 



1 

of 'COtlverslDg with his majesty several daysj 
when one morning taking me into his closet^ 
as usual^ he put two small rolls of parchment 
into my hands; ''One of these," said he, " is 
the reversion of a decree of outlawry passed 
upon your father, and the other is a deed for 
the restoration of the Darcy estates to yoa 
his heir. I would have you," continued he, 
'' go directly into Essex, and take possession 
of your patrimony. You will find all things 
there accommodated for yoiir reception." I 
fell upon my knees to thank him for his 
goodness, but he commanded me to rise, and 
saidy with a gracious smile, '' If the manners 
of the court are not unpleasing to you, return 
as «oon as convenient ; I shall he glad to see 
you uesa me" What kindness, my dearest 
Emma,, what condescension, from a mighty 
monarch ! 

. '^ I joy folly obeyed the mandate of my 
sovereign, and the moment the horses could 
be made ready for me and my retinue^ I dc- 
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parted from Windsor, a&d^ pas«ag ibrough 
London^ reached BiUericay> whexts. I slept 
that night." 

The Lady Emma tomed away her head at 
the mention of the word BiUericay, and wiped 
away the tears that inToluntarily started from 
her eyesj which her brother observed> and 
paused for a moment ; but having notlmig 
further to say respecting that place^he went 
on: — 

'' Early in the morning I proceeded- t<H 

wards Gay Bowers^ and reached Danburp by 

nine oV^lock. I stopped at a little km^ a 

small distance from the churchy to bait the 

horses^ and afford my servants some 4eisQfe 

for refreshment; and here I first learned that 

my uncle had been dead several years; and 

that he was succeeded in his titles and estates 

by his son Gaston^ '' Who,** says the inn- 

keeper, '^ if I dare speak out^ I should say, 

does not inherit the virtues of his father; 

but lives alone^ as itwere^and starves him- 
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self in the midst of plenty.^ This unfavour- 
able account of my cousin's disposition made 
me resolve to leave my attendants at the inn^ 
and> as his residence was at no great distance^ 
to visit him alone^ for surely^ said I to 
myself^ he will tMnk I am bringing a regi- 
ment of soldiers to quarter upon him^ and 
this may* make him out of temper with me^ 

^' I found him in the midst of a large and 
noble ruin of a mansion, which had for ages 
been supported by the family of the Saint 
Cleres with splendour ; but which now was 
tumbling about its miserable-owner's ears. I 
made myself known to him, and was recei- 
ved with such a petrifying coolness, as might 
well 'have offended one who had not the least 
claim upon his generosity^ Surely^ thought 
I, this wretched being thinks that I am 
come to solicit bis charily. The first com- 
pliments,, which in truth deserved no such 
appellation^ were ^no sooner passed between 
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us, than I enquired for my Emmaiy ciBd're- 
quested to see her. He cast his eyes upon 
the ground^ and shook his head, but return- 
•ed me no answer. I repeated the question 
^with some degree of impatience^ and desired 
that she might be called' immediately. He 
^hen began a tedious oration, interrupted by 
frequent pauses, and obscured by continual 
allusions to events' that I was altogether un- 
'acquainted with. I heard, however, that, 
some months back, a person, calling herself 
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the daughter of -Lord Darcy, had imposed 
herself upon him ; that he Jiad received her 
with' great kindness; that A\e had repayed 
his benevolence with the basest ingratitade, 
and deported herself wilii ^o little decorum, 
that it was impossible for him to endure it; his 
remonstrances, which he had urged with so 
much tenderness and affection^ were of no 
effect ; she admitted the addresses of a dis- 
solute young springal,who probably had fol* 
lowed her to Danbury^ and at last disappear- 
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edwithhim^ but not without robbing hini> 
ber benefactor^ of a considerable sum of 
money. ^* I hope, and trust/' continued he> 
** this lewd woman was some impostor. If 
she be really our relation^ she has debased the 
blood of two noble families.'' I had not pa^ 
tience to- hear him any farther; his story was 
inconsistent' with reason. I rose suddenly 
from my seat, and, smiting my hand violent, 
ly upon the table, exclaimed : — " You lie, 
unnurtured Gaston ; you lie, like a villain t, 
and did not the- noble blood of your ances- 
tors flow in your veins, I would make you eat 
this dagger, hilt and all, or recant your blas- 
phemous falsehoods. Oh my Emma I Yoa 
debase the blood of the Darcies! You tar- 
nish the glory of the family, of the Saint 
Cleres I Heaven^grant me forbearance ! If 
you have mistreated, as I suspect you havey 
tiiis dear relation, I will take ample ven^ 
geance for her wrongs. I will, by my hope 
of heaven's joys hereafter}" — ^^ What!" cried 
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he^ -starting back affrighted^ and trembling, 
'^ dost thou eome to threaten me in my own 
bouse; to murder me upon my own hearth!" 
— ^'^ No ! perfidious Gaston/' said I, thrusting 
my dagger into the sheath, which I had hdtf 
drawn out, '^ your life is 'safe enough : I wiQ 
not make bare my weapon upon a trembling 
coward; but for thy tale of slander— *-6raeiou9 
heaven ! shdl she, so highly bom, so nurtu- 
red, so sensible of what is due to female ho- 
nour, fall from the paths of rectitude at once, 
and {dunge into the gulf of infamy ! By the 
soul of my father, it is false; it is a damned 
lie r — ^* You called me unnurtured," said he, 
in a tremulous tone of .Toice, ^^ and truly I 
knotw but litide of the gny and dissipated part 
cf the world. My manners are homely 
enough; but such as the^ are, they serve me 
well : and tdl me, fine sir, -what shall I say 
of yours, who intrude yourself, unnsked, upon 
me, overwhelm m^ with a torrent of abuse 
in my own house^ and give me the lie to my 
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beard? Such manners ill become a gentle- 
man; sach.maDnars would disgrace a ple- 
beian. I would the. tale were false^ I would 
thai the gloiy of the Saint Cleres were not tar- 
nisfaed ; hut I have a witness. It is fit you 
should first hear^ and then^ perchance^ you 
may moderate your high tone: if not^ I must 
lell you^ I care not how much you shorten 
yonr unwelcome visit.** 

'' To this invective, I returned no answer ; 
and he . rung the bellj which stood before 
him upon the table, when an elderly woman 
entered the parlour, to whom he addressed 
himselfj and commanded her to satisfy me 
respectmg the behaviour of the young lady, 
who had resided there some time back, and 
pret^ided to be nearly related to him. She 
obeyed, prefacing her discourse with a long 
account <of his benevolence and forbearance 
to that naughty damsel, as she was pleased to 
caU her. This, was followed by a detail of 
her' ungrateful behaviour in return for the fa^ 
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TOUTS she had received \ she then infonaec^ 
me^.that the night previous to the departure 
of the lady, she had seen in her possession a 
large purse of gold, which she had endea- 
voured in vain to conceal ; but finding she 
oould not, declared it was given her by the 
baron. ** The next morning/' added the wo«> 
man, '' I' waited upon her to call her icy 
breakfast; but she was not to be found. 
When' I entered the chamber, I saw that 
part of the bed*clothes were taken' from the- 
bed, and, going to the window, I discovered 
the sheets tied together, and made. fast to the 
iron bar belonging to the casement; It then* 
occurred to ipe, that she had made her escape 
in the night; and, recollecting the money! . 
had seen in her possession^ I hastened to mj. 
lord, and, with tears in my eyes,, informed 
him of the lady's departure, and myfears that 
she had robbed him, which indeed I found 
were true. I have since learned," continued 
the old woman, ^' that the naughty lady was 
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86611- passing trough Danbury early in the 
mornings in company with**-^'* Hold," said 
I3 *' there is certainly some inexplicable mys- 
tery in this transaction." I then desired the 
woman to gi've me a description of the lady; 
and^ witfiout the least hesitation^ she descri- 
bed the person of my dear Emma so minute- 
ly and so accurately^ that I was struck with 
astonishment. 

^^ Gaston^ seeing my agitation^ desired the 
woman to^thdraw, and resumed his speech 
to this effect:—** YtHi see, I have not decei- 
ved you; I have been the sufferer in- this bu« 
siness; and let me tell you, cousin, you might 
have- spared much of the harsh language 
that has passed; had yon possessed patience 
enough to have waited for a- proper investi- 
gation of the feet/* — ^^*' You say," returned I, 
'^ that she has robbed you ; the accusation 
militates against reason:- she could have had 
no incentive to commit so foul a fact. The 
monies due to hec;^~ber motheji^s jointure^ 
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and tbe< estates to which she'is heiress^ mist 
have afibrded her an ample aupply ; and of* 
these no man knows the value better than 
yoii/'««»'' What taMc you/' sud he^ '^ of m^^tues 
due^ of jointuresi and aitat^? Y<m are not, it 
seems, aware how much your father's afiaiiB 
were embarrassed/'— '^^ I caonot be ignorant 
of thaty" answered I hastily; *^ but' I know 
also, with equal certainty, that, if they have 
beeaonanaged with the' same justice by yoa, 
tha4; they were in my honoured uncle's life<* 
time, the incumbrances are neariy, or«Itoge-. 
tber,'done away." — ^* Yes>" retorted he, with 
&< sarcaslio grin, f' and so youp sister ^aid, 
and made large clfums \\ but God help me, I 
have not the property in hand to answer 
tbem^ and, believe me, my/ cousin^ you will 
find yourself mistaken^~.The whole of your 
patrimony, has been mortgaged for larger 
aoms than it now is valued at, and the interest 
has accumulated beyond all duepM-oportion. 
Money was also necessary for therepairs^ 
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which my father paid StovpL time to.time^ 
withoot obtaining anj sett-off; because the 
draughts for cash firom his brother were* so 
iargey and his .importunities so pressing. 
Since my &ther^s death, I have been obliged 
to sabmit to the foreclosure of the mortgage 
upon your mother^sjbinture, orl should have 
been ruined by his generosity .^-^-^^^ Ruined !" 
cried 1$ -'^ you speak of things impossible. 
Exclusiveof the jointureand tbefamilyefitaftes 
whiehare sequestered to theerewn, ssry father 
had made several privi^te purchases, which 
were-given over lo my uncle in trusty for mj 
dear Emma and n^self^ What is become of 
them^"— *'' Why, there it is," continued he, 
'^ gadsfish, I do. not seek my own advantage, 
but as-justice allows me fairly, they are sold,'' 
-^^ Without our concurrence J" said I, ** that 
cannot be." He answered :*-'^ Therein you 
mistake. We had full power of sale; and t 
was. obliged to exert thatppwer, or be my* 
self f^.beggar. In such case, I trowi neither 
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you, ndr j6ur dear sister, would have support- 
ed me " — ^^ I cannot comprehend you/' said 
I> '^ be more explicit, I' beseech-yott, if you 
expect' me-to be patient/*— *' Go to, now,** 
quoth^he, ''you are so violent, there is no 
reasoning with you; your sister was the same. 
I received her affectionately, and welcomed 
her to my humble dwelling, and to my humble 
fire; for I^am<.obliged* to suit my expences to 
Hry income/ and submit -to hard- living in or- 
der to live but of debt." — ^^ Well, and what 
then ?' cried I, hastily.— '^ What then P an- 
swered he; '' Why> then, I wish eveiy one 
would do the same. But, tFuly> I have found- 
Biy slender board is ill s,uited to high sto- 
laachsi My ecoEK)my is condemned, my 
pierson sHghted^.and my advice laughed at.'' 
•— *' And who condemns your economy, who 
slights your person, who laughs at your ad- 
vice f^ said I. — ^^ Atid is it handsome/' an- 
swered be, **^toJiear one's words repeated, 
parrot-like. Go to, I will shew you the mort- 
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gages I spake o{, and the ' deeds ' 6( sale yoit 
doubt the truth of^ and yau shall be conviti^ 
ced. Your own eyes shall convince youy 
thatKl have^been your friend, and a friend to 
3'our -family. Your warmth of temper I aoL 
willing to overlook, it is a family failing. 
Your father possessed the same ; but, unfor- 
tunately for jrou all^ it was his ruia." — ^' Spare 
your comments, Gaston,*' said I, '' and speak 
to the point."— ^^' Then, to the point I will 
speak/' quoth he ; '^ and the point is this : — 
You stand indebted to me two thousand 
crowns; (seeing I was much agitated, he 
went on.) I have stated it at .the lowest cal- 
culation, and am willing to acquit you of the 
whole. And, gads my life^ if you will but 
hear me, for your mother, my aunt's sake, J 
am inclined to go forward as your friend, 
and lend you a trifle; for unfortunately for 
me, it is but a trifle that I can spare. 1 
would advise you to go abroad, and serve your 
king and your country, as a man of courage 
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oaght to do; for T perceive yon to be a nmii 
of courage^ and what better ^road to fortone 
and preferment can be chosen by a gentle^ 
maa of reduced circumstances^ than that of 
a soldier^ setting aside the glory that valour 
may acquire. ■ In this case^ I say^ I -will lend 
you sufficient to purchase you an ancient- 
Bhtp^ and so set open the door to future 
wealth and honour." 

^ I could hear bim no further^ and though 
I had several other important questions t5 
put to him^ this last insult provoked me be- 
yond endurance. '^ Tore- heaven/ -cried I, 
^' thou art a wretch without amind> a vilcj « 
miserable reptile. As Gold's my ^ndge^ I am 
to blame to bold converse with thee. -But 'I 
will find my persecuted sister*- Wronged as 
she is, she shall confront thee tx> thy i(^nfi»- 
sion. And for these deeds/ these mortgage^ 
they shall be examined> by those who wiH 
make thee tremble worse than I have done4 
I am not without friends^ and powerful ones> 
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mi4, 4f I weMj thott pitifbl ^sgmee t» th» 
name of manhood ! I would not applj to aooh 
a thing as thoa art for assitlADoe.^ So tuty- 
ing, I cast my mande over my shoalden^ 
and^, without waiting for his reply^ hurried 
away^ as though I had been flying from* an 
infection^ I mounted my borse^ whi^' I had 
left in the outer court, and rode back, to the 
inn; « 

^^Thus^my tord/ added SakitClere, ad- 
dressing himself to the barony ^^I have given 
yoo^ the rsubsttaice of what passed at the in- 
terview bet^reenGraslto ^md myself. I am 
we]|'aware> that the impetuosit^f of* my tem- 
peF^kdd'me open- to the ^ensures of mjr 'Cou- 
'sin ; but I must have been as inanimate as a 
statue' of marble to have heatd, unmoved, 
such vile and inconsistent accusations brought 
forward against my dearest relative/^' 

^ r see no need of apology, my good 
fricfnd/' * said 'Lord-Botdbr, ^ falsehood and 
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duplicity ought to be -treated with contempt. 
I beseech you continue your history." 

Saint Clere bowed bis head> and-went on : 
— ^^ While my servants were preparing for 
our- departure, I entered a second time into 
coa'versation with the host at the Griffin^ for 
that was the sign of the inn where -we stop- 
ped, and I questioned him respecting ayoung 
lady, who had been at Gay Bowers, seme 
months back ; and what reports were circu- 
lated <;onceraing her. He replied, ^^ That be 
knew 'but very little of the matter; a young 
lady certainly was there, who passed for a re- 
lation of the baron^s, exceedingly beautiful, 
and. amiable in her deportment when she ap- 
peared in public; but said to be very loose 
and dissipated in her private manners. After 
she. had resided at Gay Bowers some short 
time, she departed thence clandestinely, and, 
according to report, took with her more than 
^ properly belonged to her. I saw her pass votf 
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door, on the morning she mi^de her escape $ 
and^ as God shall judge me, she looked more 
like an angel^ than like a bad woman/' — 
" Did she seem to be elevated with joy, or 
depressed with sorrow?** said I. — " Like one,** 
quoth the host, '^ forsaken of her fiiends ; 
for her veil blowing aside, as she went bj, 
discovered the sweetest face I ever saw ; and 
her ^es were full of tears, and her looks so 
modest and innocent, that I cannot help 
thinking she has been falsely accused/' — 
*' But the youBgTellow who was with her ?*' 
— " Indeed, good sir," quoth he, '^ I saw no 
one with her. His lordship's steward circu- 
lated that report ; but, by the holy-^ood> I 
do not believe it/' — '' No doubt, it was false," 
said I, ^' and so, I trusty was all the rest; but 
teU.me, I pray you, which way did she go ?*' 
— ^* Towards Sandon," added he ; " but I was 
told by one, who passed her upon Elmgreen, 
that she enquired from him the readiest way 
to Chelmsford, and since that time I have 
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fiot htftrd of her .•— ** Holy uiBfs T arifid t^ 
in an agony of grief^ ^ where was then your 
protecting power f Forsiaken innocent^ you 
9mst he fornid T 

" TTie host^ Inarmed at my ejaculation^ 
started haok^ and said, " You know hef, 
then ?**— ^^ Yes/* said I ; '' and do you think 
you should remember her again ?** — ^* I am 
certain/' replied he, « I should."— « Then,** 
said \y '' go you instantly to Chelmsford, use 
every diligence to enquire her out, and, if 

you should be successfal, tell her her troubles 

» 

are &t an end ; for at Folei^unt Darcy she 
may find her brother." — ^* Her brother, sir!" 
said the host. — ^^ Her dear, her affectionate 
brother," said I \ and at the same time put a 
purse of gold into his hands,, adding, '' spare 
no expence^ and two of my servants shall go 
with you, and give you everjr necessary as- 
sistance.^ 

*^ Hie host promised faithfully to perform 
his ccMnmiBsion. I caused two of my retinue 



to remain behind me, and, pitasing myself 
with the hope that her lefiideaoe mi^t be 
traced out, I aet fosward tovards Maldon, 
and^ passing through thai town, came to the 
loansion of the Darcies early in the after- 
Aoon. 

.'' The next day, according to the king^s 
QxdexB, a court was held by the justiciaries 
for Ae county, and I was reinstated in the 
honours and emoluments which had former- 
ly belonged to our iamily. 

*' The news of »y ^ood fortune was pre- 
s^Uy known at Gay Bowers; and Gaston, 
tf ell assured, that I would use the utmost of 
iny power to deyelope his TiUsunous proceed- 
ii^s, endeavoured, by a cbtmge of conduct, 
a^ mean and 9ervjle, as his former deportment 
bad been sarcastic and overbearing, to dis-^ 
arm my vengeance, iM^d sent me a conci- 
liatojy epistle, couched in the following 
teims t: — 
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'' Dbar Cousin, 
^' I take the earliest opportunity 1o con* 
gratulate you upon your successful resump- 
tion of the family estates and residence, to 
which you are injustice the true heir; and, 
believe me, no one rejoices more than I do, 
at hearing of your welfare. I cannot men- 
tion, without feeling the mostpoignant regret, 
the unfortunate misunderstanding which took 
place between us, when you did me the ho- 
nour of visiting me at Gay Bowers. I shaH 
beg of you to permit me to see you again, at 
any time you may think proper to appoint 
for that purpose, when a fakr investigation of 
the papers and proceedings, relative to the 
monies due upon the several estates commit- 
ted to my care, shall be laid before you. A 
little consideration, I doubt not, my dear 
cousin, will convince you, that a mutual dis- 
advantage must arise to us, by embroiling 
ourselves in a tedious and an uncertain law- 
suit. On my own part, I wish for justice only. 

4 
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I find, on a review of the papers, that some 
mistatementa have- been made ; but those I 
am i^ady to rectify, and, P trust, to your sa- 
tisTactiom I hare also reason to believe, that 
the misconduct of the lady, your sister, has 
been exaggerated. I have been deceived, 
and shall think it my duty to make every 
amends that are within my power* Fr<Hn 
your most affectionate cousin, 

Gaston Saint Clere.** 

'^ This letter was' delivered to me while I 
sat at table with the court officers. I cast 
my eye^over it, and, when I saw from whom 
it came, I gave it to my secretary for him to 
eopy it ; and when dinner was over, I caused 
it to be refolded, and gave it again into the 
hands of the messenger, desiring him to in- 
form his master, that I would employ a per* 
son proper for the purpose to^ answer that 
letter. 

^ The servants I bad sent with the inn- 
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keqio ftora Danbury ta QidEurferdj follow- 
ed me to Foleahimi Uaicy tvo days after. 
Thej aasared me, that every poasible ^iqiuiy 
had been made after the lady described by 
the umkeeper ; but to no purpose. She was 
seen at Sandon and at Chelmsford the same 
day ; bat they were not ab^ to trace thdr 
information any further. 

^'This unwelcome intelligence prevented 
my staying any l<mger at Foleshunt Darcy; 
for I had no enjoyment of my new acquire- 
ments, without the participation of my Em- 
ma. I therefore resolved to seek for her 
among all the friends and distant rdations of 
both our families^ wherever 1 could find 
them, in hopes she might have sought an 
asylum with some one of them; but my re- 
searches were in vain, and continual diss^ 
pointments made me completely miserable. 
I began to suspect, that Gaston had been 
wicked enough to add murder to his other 
atrocities, ^and was resolved to cite him to 



trial) upon an indictment for that crime ; but 
the jndge-advocate advised me to be very 
circumspect in preferring a charge of that 
kind against a peer> except upon yeiy cer- 
tain grounds; bectmse I might thereby incur 
the censure of the eourty and subject myself 
to much inconveniency. I have^ however, 
proceeded against him for the recovery of 
our p»^»erty, and cabt him in several lezpent- 
•ive suits. 

'^ The cause r^pecting our mother^ join^ 
tase u upon the eve of determination ; and 
jrour {uresence^ my dear £mma» wiU be of 
awch sisrvace. This, as wdl as those that 
bave preceded it^ my countel assures me can^- 
aot fail of being decided in our favour.'' 

Here Lord Darcy bowed to the omipanyv 
•nd concluded his narrative. Leaving the au^ 
dience to dieir expressions of w<»ider and 
coQgnitolatioii at the change of Saint Clere^s 
fortune, we return to the inferior persons of 
our story. 
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SECTION VIII. 



Crpao eatiag and drinking, with gaotle ex^ 
ercise, in a week or two restored Ralph, not 
-only to bis psop« senses, but also to his 
bodily strength. When having attetn^t^ a 
fall with several of his pot companions; foe 
practice' sake, and piroved successful^ he de*- 
termined: to wreck' his vengeance upon the 
baron*s jester.. Rriph was not scholar enough 
to write, but applied to Thomas, the reve's 
son, to pen a letter &r him« Thomas readily 
undertook the performance, and between 
them the*following epistle was produced : 

^' Good mister fool, or gjood mistejp knave. 
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or both, as you shall like it, — I Ralpb, the 
taskeo aread you to remember the wileful 
gibes and lewd japings you cast upon me, 
when held in durance by the craft of Cuth- 
bcrf the barber; and hereby I do declare you 
to be a false faytor, and a recreant lurdane, 
and defy you to mortal combat Moreover, 
I best you to forsay the love of Margery, my 
bonnebell, or I'll so tan your scurvy hide^ 
that Sim Glover, her father, shall take it for 
a jerkin of leat^ier. Answer this in fair guise^ 
or I will rap the handle of my large* Sheffield 
tfawittle over your knave's costasd> whenever , 
I may meet you/^ 

This letter was superscribed^ — ** To Gre- 
gory Jester, the baron's fool." 

Thomas took upon him to convey the chal* 

lenge to Gregory, and delivered it to him, in 

the presence of the superiordomestics, while 

'they were sitting at dinner. Gregory not 

being able to read it with facility, craved as- 
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-ebtance from Thomas ; ^ For cer tes/ mi he, 
^' mj ey^ be somewb^ weak; besidea, I 
have no glasses^ and here be certaia aeloontii 
words^ I con- not welL" He then reached the 
epistle to Thomas, who^ winking to his com- 
radea^ read the whole of it aloudj and then 
addressed himself to the jester^ Mgringi ** By 
the good rood of Daynam, thb churl bayeth 
Aill loudly^ and weens to appall ns by his 
cffaking; but his donghtyness must be aTai-> 
led; say you not so^ friend Gregory.'' 

^ Say> indeed/' replied the jester, ^' what 
dsould I say to such a jottemol ? And wit 
ye not, the churl is besides his wits? And 
would you have me hold parley wit& a mad- 
man ?** 

*' Certe8,you do him wrong," said Thomas; 
^' his wits are well enoagh at ease, and the 
knave is sound wind and limb, which makes 
him so haughty ; but herein, if I misweea 
not, your honour staads at the stake fw the 
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baa-dog to bay at ; for honour's Uke, ye ave 
bound to answer tbe ohattenge." 

^' By the tievil and hb dam^ I will an- 
swer no challenge^" cried Gregory, " ween 
ye that I be wode^ or that my wits are shells 
bound i Is it befitting for a person of my 
elevBtipa to take note of such a dungluU 
weedr 

^ TWh maa^*" quoth Thomas^ '' it will not 
serve thy turn, at this stoend, to cry Cra- 
v€9D, siihence it were a shame to us iJl for 

a 

this derseignment to be overpassed without 
reply. How say yooy my Insty compeers; 
shall we permit a hinderlin to sit at board 
witb us, and brand us with the name of cow<» 
ardsf 

*' No, Thomas,'' cried they all; ''if the 
jester refuses to fight, he shall not sit at our 
board ; but let him take his commons with 
the scullions and tamspits * 

Why brawl ye thus, my masters^ said the j 
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page Gervice, ''- well did I wot, and oft hav^ 
told ye the sarne^ he is a lozel knave, doughty 
only in impudence; for his wit is as edgeless 
as Sampson's anvil, and can only serve him to 
frisk and gambol, like- a fool, as he is, on a 
May-day mummery, when he boasts of prac- 
tising his paces, his galloping, curvettings, 
trottings, an4. amblings, with his Canter- 
bury canters, kickings> roarings> and whin- 
ings, or prates of holding histight rein, his 
loose rein, with his kirbs> and his snaffles, 
and bis bells. 1 have no patience to hear 
bim, nor with those who encourage sueh idle 
fooleries. But now the heartless sot h called 
upon to demean himself as a man^ heis sore 
aghast, like a diatteting pye caught in the 
trammels.**^ 

'' Go to, fellow page,"^ said Fabian, '^ you 

are too severe upon our joke-cracfcer ; by the 

[ lord of Lincoln, I have seen you giggle, and 

throw your bonnet in the air^ for pleasure, at 
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witnessing bis vagaries; and well I ween^ 
Gregory shall not be found to lack lostihoody 
but will fightj like a dragoon, when occasion 
calls/' 

'' Why, what a coil ye keep,** quoth Gre^ 
gory, *^ japing, and hording. Do ye hold me 
to be such a dok -as to take a Jenny howlet 
for a Tassel gentle, or to turn your idle mer- 
riment iiite an earnest game?" 

'^ There went the hare away ; the fool is 
wise for once,** cried Gervice, " and will save 
fais coxcomb* If he veil not his bonnet, by 
Faal's bell, the tasker will thrash him int« 
stubble; but well I weened he would not 
fight.^ 

'' How ! not fight ?" quoth Cecil, the but- 
ler, '' by the martyr ©f Kent, if he quell not 
this carl, I'll pass his horn over, and it shall 
be filled with the washings of the pettle- 
pots r 

^ He shall fight,*' said Gilbert, the carver, 
*^ or I will brittle his ears for him, and send 
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l^m to JeiiUiB^ the he9f-WB$d, tQ cax^y gar* 
liage to tl^e bfuten.* 

** Wljry look you/' «wd Pwter> the deer- 
keeper^'^ by this broad fletch^ which has pier- 
€1^ the side of many a fat buckj we w)! all 
be on his party ; said he sb(itU have a sbield> a 
Uftce^ and armour of prooC with a ba$^x€t of 
steely and a o«rtal axe.*^ 

'^ And his br$knd/ said Peretto^. the mUi*> 
strel^ *' shall be a trusty pne^ ? qwd to thl^t high 
naorglay,, with which King Arthnr^tbe mirror 
of knighthood^ and sover^igp of the round* 
tahle^ qjuelled the dragon in the fens of £s« 

*^ Stint your clamour^** cried Gregory, ^' iot 
ye were born in a mill, I trow> your clacks 
be so loud ; but the brawling is to no pur* 
pose, I wet wellj there is nothing sootbUke in 
your areeds/' 

^ By the mass, but you will find them to 
be full sooth,'^ said Thomas^ '^ and you must 
fight, or quit our boiurd*'' 
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Here lie appealed lo hia annmdes, when 
one and all assored tbe jester^ that there was 
no alternative. This deciMon made him quake 
with fear^ and the reve's son^ to raise his spi- 
rits^ represented to him the unskilftilDess of 
his antagonist. ** He is a seeiy carl^^ said he^ 
*^ who never wielded a sword^ nor bore a 
shield^ nor chopped at a pell^ nor brdse a 
lance on a wedding-<iaj, by tilting at a qum- 
tain : he is a very flail swinger^ and wots not 
tiie handling of war weapons ; besides we will 
all be at hand to abet and save yoa in case 
of danger.** 

In shorty the jester was so sharply pressed 
apon by them^ that, contrary to his inclina- 
tion, he was obliged to comply. And, in the 
first place, it was deemed necessary to return 
an answer of defiance suitable to the chal- 
lenge. Thomas was pitched upon as the 
scribe ; and, after some consultation, the fol- 
lowing retort was committed to writing :— -. 

'^ Mister flail swinger, in order to areed 
^our churlship better portaouce^ and correct 
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your diction^ when you presume to address 
your betters, I^ Gregory Jester, at this stouud 
willdegrade my rank awhile^ and condescend 
to chastise ye at your own requiring ; I will 
send thee back like a base hilding to thy 
firiend Cuthbert^ who shall shave thee anew 
and make thee as tame as Jenkin does his 
lordship's bears and jackanapes; and sithence 
you pollute^ with vulgar lipsj the name i^ 
Margery, my dearest leman, and the fairest 
flower of trhe prime, I will make thee forego 
all pretensions ito her love, or carven your 
knave's pelt into flail thongs." 

This counter-challenge was addressed to 
Ralph Everid the cornthrasher ; and Thomas 
undertook to deliver the same to the tasker; 
^' but," said he, '' if I can make up this af- 
fray withouien blood-shedding." 

'^ Do so," dear Thomas, interrupted the 
jester, hastily ; ^' for the mercy of the blessed 
Mary Virgin, do so ; ye well wot this braw- 
ling is unseemly, and by the young Saint 
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Hugh of Lincoloj slain by the cursed Jews^ 
I have no mind to deluge the earth with the 
knave's blood." 

'^ Many may the holy saints forefend^'' 
quoth Thomas, '* that human blood should 
be yshed in wantonness ! and no living wight 
would outstep me to empeach a mortal com- 
bat : but ye are well avised ; this same tasker 
is a wilful churl, as choleric as a dragon, and 
as implacable as a fiend. What wist ye, my 
comrades ; I was told the other day, some 
eight years back, this carl was in service at 
East Bamet, and, in a foul bickerment, he 
slew a stout man, and a bold one, with a sin- 
gle blow of his fist, algates his antagonist was 
armed with a double-edged glave, and a hand 
buckler/' 

^' The de-e-e-vil he did/' exclaimed Gre- 
gory, trembling with af&ight; " why then 
ypumay fight him yourself for me^ I will 
not face such a fire-drake." 

'^Not face him!" answered Thomas; '' but 
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in S00& yen shall>. and 'that^ftseoBs^ for ho« 
notif's *8ake. For^ vol ye weU^ tbe wigbt he 
slew^ had not the vantage of defensive ai^- 
nour, HOT sneh staiot hearts as we> to beteem 
him ffom inisfape.'' 

'' Sajr ISO ttore about it/ querth Parker, 
^ Gregory shall fight ; and by my *e»t bagic 
tipped widi silver, I had leever my bow^trisg 
should snap in twain, "when I point at a fair 
mark^ than our comrade ^leuld be yAent, 
for that vohM be a -disgmee to- all iserving* 
men for an age to ^^mne.*^ 

^' Gertes all this is very ^ne taDting/' said 
Gregory. 

"To be sure, man,'' replied Peter Lanaset; 
" if he bates^ you shall reelahn faim ; I wa^ 
rant tbe hawk will prove a hagard ; fear not, 
for we be all with you.** 

'^ And for my part/' said Thomas, ^ I will 
wend away, and seek out this swaggering 
swash buckler." 

'^ But I beseech you/' cried Gregory, '' by 
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iSbib kuifimtm fto wake ns^f iMtdst iiv sobtb^ 
idymrtteooliusl bof bnahalaitu :ia ^^od^sMllt^ 

'' Certes/ andi««red Tbcmilui^ ^' I wcmtd 
flpeaki him fair, bai iie Ib .finrh u waf^vd 
icbinrl^ akid wilfid as ainnde. riGendc ropeechi 
^mi irell hemeacdvate^j, liire cnlsts tioxttrst 
cur, woidd oniy make htm . brmrl the louder. 
'Suimj^falsacrtb, thx9 is ik^fiir.tide ;4ii»'loitidhip 
isrtionf home^ land there: is rnothhig to lep ns 
ia )the way. Gsegory, iike atallmair, .is as 
ieholeric las the Pnor^s bull Al Tedbory, and 
urie will >have this notable emprise atehieved 

# 

be&Hie :sim setting/' 

The cibse of t^is tirdtion: #as Teceived 
.with a general about 6f;appiansei-when Gre- 
:gory stamped with his foot and vociferaF* 
^ted, ^' Ye are aH mad i By the faaHowed rood, 
ye are possessed! The devil himself has gain- 
ed the. mastery over your wits ! Thomas, you 
are a false Jknave to say I am choleric ; I 
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will not fight this afternoon ; I am not in the 
trim for fighting; nor shall a mother^s son 
among yon play his stales on me^ nor make 
me fight till I am choleric.^ 

^* Certes then, there is not a mother's 8<»i 
shall make yon fight hastily^" said Gervise ; 
^^ fpr I will gage large odds^ yon will not be 
choleric atween this tide and martlemas.'* 

'^ Have at yon. Mister Page/' retorted Ce- 
cil ; '^ there is my hand, and I will wager a 
dozen pottles of spiced wine to a silrer cross, 
Gregoiy shall be eftsoons forthcoming, and 
shall mow down this roarer like a thistle 
stem with one flourish of his brand-iron. 
What, man ! I will have him into the pantiy, 
and he shall take a fiiU horn of sound clary, 
or two, so need it, and make him rageful as a 
lion ; then I read the carl to say his pater-nos- 
ter, and prepare his sprite for purgatory. 

- Thomas took this opportunity to slip out 
of the hall unseen by the jester, who follow- 
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ed Cecil ; and having swallowed a large cup 
fbU of wine^ began to talk more loudly. Fa*- 
bian undertook to arm him ; but b^ore he 
was invested with the habiliments of war^ he 
desired to have a few minutes conversation in 
private with the page^ and Cecil to accom- 
modate him> withdrew. ^' Look you now, 
fabian/' said he^ ^' here is half an angel of 
gold^ and it shall be thine^ so be it^ you will 
do me a service." 

'* Give me but the coin/ cried Fabian^ 
'^ and conclude the service dope ; softly and 
fairly will farthest go." 

'' I weeUj my brave page," quoth the jester, 
withdrawing his hand, ^' it is well fitting you 
should first leam what the service may be. 
You and I are nearly paregal in size, and, 
well I wot, ye may pass for me when cased 
in armour, and have the vizor of your bassi- 
net drawn over your face ; now I will give 
you this piece of gold, to guise yourself, and 
take in band this achievement on my behalf. 
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the u8eLo£jaimi)».^Qiiiip4w^iiMb^ 

samtsjdefmdrAt^^Iiifar^ttPiJQjriiiKus Vbtnoh 

'^ Ab. I lu^ for jdi^ boMurr o£ knigbft? 
hood^?^ repiiod labivi^ ^f I' heed aolk the .chmi 
and would figlifc him^ with alL mfjTjlii^^tb.to 
serve you ;, but the deed stands^ noi. mfi^siiT 
btlitgr* OufitsDmmdestapeQfe.totaee^jNMi^affiii- 
ed in. their presence; ondJ^wfaa^hiiWiiot 
yet arrived at the degree. a£ aft eaqKure^^am 
forbidden^ by the law of cbivaky^ tpiclose 
the beever of/my basainetL'' 

Cecii nt»r ;i»tomed> andjc hifttC0DBi2adeaii&- 
gan .to be ckononMia; focGregoryi to: can«e 
forth and be anned^. when the poor jailer, 
p^Dceiving that nothing hut ius complkince 
would appease them^ went into the hall^ and 
requestedvof Fabiao^toiiearoh fortbe.ittnHig- 
vest gambason^ and the. page bnwght Jiim 



«u <i£dQaUftrfutiaai]^:*>ppe^ i^idt eitt^ ndd 
qatfted: witbrilumadBdf gbid. 

'' This gamhaMD^'^ w»Mf FaliUin^ ^ whilom^ 
bdnagttbld^ Gilbert Lord^Botekp^ one of idie 
pioifast koi^te 4haA acsampanieci Richard 
GcceoF de Lioir to the Holy Laadi;' tod its- 
skista^ at ye aee^ are staiMd' with the blood 
a£ a. Saiiaotfnr giaaty slain fay Jilkn in^ single 
comhiik^ 

With this gamhawm wai the jester invest^ 
ed; Over- it was phoedt an haubergeoii of 
doaUe maiV'^ivithsa xbapmoL of mail* The 
a^muntoib being- fSsfitsaed on> either side of 
his neck, a bassinet of steel, without a rizor,. 
was put upon his Head, and laced b^ieath the 
chill. The: breeches^ of mail- weoe drawn over 
his legs and ddgha;- but he complaitt^ they 
were too. wei^ty, for wbidi. osaaDn his thighs 
were protected bycuishes, and his legs by 
gamsB of plate amoar;. a round ihieM, em- 
bossed with brassy was. fitted to his. left axixi, 
and a swoid of. excellent temper suspended^ 
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from his girdle. In this equipment, Gervise 
maliciously observed, that he resembled a 
grey howlet in a bosket of ivy. 

A wooden pell was then set up in the outerv 
court the height of a. main, and the distances f 
marked upon it for the legs, the thighs, the 
body, neck, and head. Gregory was made 
to strike at this post with his sword, as if it 
had been his enemy ; sometimes aiming his • 
blows at the head, then at the body, and 
again at the neck, or the thighs, or. the legs; 
his comrades calling ojat continually to en* 
courage him, or to advise him where to 
strike. 

^' While he was thus perforiming the exer- 
cise of a bachelor at arms, a horn was blown 
at the gate ; which being; opened, a messen- 
ger entered, and summoned the jester to the 
place of combat, where the challenger was 
waiting for him. This information made 
Gregory tremble ; and, relinquishing his em- 
ployment, he enquired if the . tasker . was 
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equipped in armoilr. ^ Being answered in the 
negatiTe^ he assumed something like an air 
of courage^ and haughtily demanded- what 
arms he had taken upon him to use ? 
« ^^ A small hand-shield," said the rnessen* 
ger, " and a huge flail.*' 

At this answer, Gregory's comrades laugh- 
ed aloud ; 'which somewhat angered the mes- 
senger, and he replied: '' Pardy, I aread 
you" to foresay your merrin^ent ; this choice 
of arms is not unwillingly made, for these 
be weapons Ralph can handle skilfully. 
By the holy rood, he whisks his flail about 
with Imch craft, that the prowest of you all 
may not approach him without endanger- 
ment of his bones. — It little boots your cham- 
pion, lozel-Iike, to be chopping at that stick : 
I warrant, if he comes within ten yards of the 
tasker, he will dear aby his daring ; for Ralph 
will bring him down, with a single blow, as 
he broke the gate-post even now upon the 
green/' 
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« Go Am/- ami^eteg&s^ ff aad ^ toll tbe 
•uragey I wiU not eome ; he- shall be boouir 
#?jtr to thtt'peaeebjr bi» lotrdtUip'^ bftU&s/' 

*' Twere beltar ab/? seplied! Aemeflengei* 
miling^'; " so ^beyoii are not resolved to visit 
purgatory before the osote- Wvib** 
. ^' Not go!'' eKriaimed his^ comrailcs with 
OQdvoi^e, 'f By the 'Uo(mI of St IlitMiuia of 
Kent^ yoa shaH not' 6at> nor diiab, nor sii 
wiA 118^ for aye>. If yon cry oiaron at: thir 
8iound<;>' and so- sayings tbcQr aeieed htm; 
soni6'ft$temiig:upciin!: one znoi, and some up?* 
on tbe othei^ and di^ew him fiotward not^ilfa* 
standing hei resisted 'With all bis. mighl, <and 
ro«red as thoagh/they had been; dragging 
him to jthe danghljer^ 

^^ Stint yonff'clamoar^yoti.hearliesg hild- 
ing r said Gertise ; '^ fbr^ will ye or nill ye^ 
by the dmgon of St George^ yon shall go l"* 
Widi that he ran.' into the hall>.and retnm* 
ing «.with a demy*lance^ began goading the 
binder parts of the jester^s legs^ betweea-the 
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HgfttiiMi'of <b^'gi«sv«i) lOidhMuteJitni maoot 
and^'flisk-witill luoie ^alluMMfef tl|aa< theipruitt 

^99hmk fiadkii^ aU' resi6tBXieewft»ia'Taiii, and 
that no possibility of escaping remaioed^'he 
beggad^H^ 'be^ndsaieil Aom* big ttneMytailua- 
ti^> anipfOBMsed* tO'go«with*lllMiimShoul 

When tli0y*cRme'to^tiie gtem^ (the plac« 

:«pfKmiteAf(W«thcMoonbfift^) tfiejiE fiHmd'Ralph 

.leanings upon hi% flail> and waiting the ap* 

pffoack^of hi& antagoaisU Etewa^^ery^im-i 

-aioe%'ltanieatad^fov the fight. His«bo4ywas 

-covered witsh' a tbiuk qiiiltedpuipointstaffikl 

^wiA' tow^ batiag^no.Mrie&M9^ bot the< bases 

•were long^ and^reacbed- to the middle of his 

. thigh* ; overthw he wore a'tanic of canvas: 

Hia head was covered with a strong cap of 

leather, &steaed beneath the ehtn ; and^ ap^ 

<Hi the top^ by way of crest, was set upright 

a peacock's feather. He had no other de* 

^fensive armour^ excepting a small round 
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Bhield^ embellished with knobs of brass; his 
offensive weapon^ as we have heard' before, 
was a trusty ashen 'flail^ bat he had also a 
reaping-hook stuck in his girdle^ in th^ place 
of a dagger. 

The moment he saw Gregory, he swung 
the flail around his head' with a flourish of 
defiance, and he appeared to the jester like 
a terrible giant, wielding a huge mace of 
iron ; when, giving up all for lost, he stopped 
short, and crossed himself* He was proceed- 
ing also to repeat a paternoster, but Gervise, 
with a prick of the lance, disturbed his devo* 
tion, and obliged him to go forwards. 

When the jester entered the circle, the 
partizans of the tasker, with one voice, ob- 
jected to the body-armour worn by him. On 
the other hand, Thomas asserted, that as 
Gregory was the party challenged, he had, 
by the established laws of chivalry, the privi- 
lege of cbusing his arms, offensive or defen- 
sive ; ^' and so it is expressly declared, in the 
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gteat book . of kmgkthood and battle in his 
lordship's libraiy^ where he of you who can^ 
-may read it; and Ralph^'' said he^ '' if so he 
list^ may be ydad in like guise. But if he 
demean his own prowess paregal to plate or 
mail> and chuses to fight in his shirt and 
breech only^ who shall say him nay i he does 
it at his own peril." 

Another objection was then started by 
-Hugh the carrier^ who happened to be pre- 
sent^ and ass^rted^ that it was not lawful for 
any man^ beneath the rank of an esquire^ to 
wear mail armour^ or helm himself with a bas- 
sinet; and declared^ that he had received this 
information from a pursuivant at arms at 
.London^ when the last great justing was held 
in that city. Thomas^ in . reply^ contended^ 
that the hauberk^ a coat of mail> with sleeves 
of the same^ and helmets with vizors^ were 
the only pieces of armour prohibited by the 
laws of chivalry^ because they belonged to 
the knights ; but the haubergeon^ a sleeve- 
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leis tooal of jmsi]^ imdAtiie .<l>aaaiidb«ift}ient n 
matOTy niight be sited jbj^ liie ieaqviffes^aiid 
ffltges^ ot. by ivay .oqeiii^ho xpidd .^Tocure 
them ; and relen£d,-f6r bis viatihoiilj^'to.llie 
greiGlt ^IfocdL ibeforefO^ntioHjed. 

Se^vteral odiar diffi<Millies'!CPDuld fa»re ^been 
lAmrted^ bad^not Raipb iiimself mterfered; 
who^ being tired of this undeBsrcontestyde- 
ekired^be was resdy to id)ide>tbe iBombat 
•<qtiif9fiedli8ibeira%\f itii0tit,£ea3ii^^ bnttei- 
^y, m bxieimsgitte ^adfsantage of bis airoioan 
This mMk 0f bis coumge e3a3ited.:afqfilan»e 
^m both patties ; and %hey proceeded in- 
stantly to measure aut the :gr«mnd> .^ud set 
lap props for the boa^daTtes. The :ediiibar 
tants were then ^j^red to speak the • tvtitfa, 
and declare^ whether or not they came fair- 
ly into the field> without charm^ spell, or amu- 
let, or the assistance of witchemft^ or any 
other diabolical practice for the obtainment 
of the victory ? These ceremonies being con- 
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^decl> the lists wei)^ olemed^ and l;lie ^ima^ 
pions^^re^leftto tbehr «iwa<a)cbiev0nieot* 

dkb bk ei^of dj •and p«l ihtmsetf into af»o* 
pe«; posture &f drfenoe^Hi Older to iiAMaidHte 
his afnttagoiii^^ whiob lie 4kid wUii mtdi a{># 
peannce of :fory, 80> thftt Ralfh was sbastlcd 
for a vnoaneat^ bttt tfaie^cla»cillc*af Us ooitt^ 
ladfesjiwho enooumged JuiniitaadsFakice^tii 
iuimpidaty^ aoMl^secttre iA>e. ficst bl^w^i^soon've*- 
called his ^oouvage^ When ni4itiMQgi>bis AaSL 
above his head^he made it whistle in the air^ 
end set Jbvward <toV'ard8 lifae jester^ trho£ett 
back ia proportion as Ralph approaobed 
him, till he came to tiie extranitjt of the IL^ts^ 
^ivheBy4jroppiag the p0ifit4)f 1m sword to the 
groaad^heealled ttpoabis4|atagomstto.slop> 
and hear him speak a few* words. 

*' Let thy prating be brief then^ my gan-^ 
dy coxcomb^'' «[Uotb Ralpb^ '^ foe I be not in 
the hamottT for talking." 

'^ Moderate tby fury albeit for a moment/^ 
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the jester^, faultering; ^' There, is time 
enow^ I wean^ for us to slayen one, another^ 
if malice require such a sanguinary achieve- 
ment ; but^ in the name of Him who suffered 
dole for us^ why should we lust for each 
others bloody or put ourselves to mortal peril, 
to afford desport for these . guileful lozels^ 
who are assembled to make merriment at our 
scath, Certes^ man^ I will take oath upon 
the vangils^ I owe you no maltalent ; aud^ if 
I should paravaunt • be , your death Vman, 
(as what shall let mie^ if you be wilful^) I 
shall be a wode man for aye^ and lost in dre- 
riment/' 

^^ Pardie^ you be reckoning without the 
host/' quoth the tasker^ surlily; ^' if you de- 
meen this fine preachment, shall pay the 
score, or hold me for so sorry a clown that I 
cannot discern between cockle and clean 
com ; for, in sooth, if I misween not, my 
Bail and your knaveship's sconce, shall be 
better acquainted anon.'' 
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^'You are so chaffed with afiger; fmvsS 
Ralphs by the guileful workings of these false 
traitors/' answered Gregory, ** that you wiU 
not sickerly cast the reckoning. By the holj 
mass^rood, Ywbel right griefful for the mal* 
treatment you have underpassed, and am 
pressed to be friends with you withouten bick^- 
erment; and so may our Blessed Lady help 
me^ as I will foresay any wrong that I have 
done I'*" 

*' Hark*e me/^ cried ^ Ralph, interrupting 
him ; *^ thou att a prattling coxcomb, an in- 
Solent cowardly gull ! but I have not forgot- 
ten thy lewd prancings, and thy vapouring 
bragments, when^ the knavisb barber had 
bound my hands* I then* promised, what I 
now ween well to appay; that. is, a sound 
threshing :" — so saying, he elevated his' flail, 
and Gregory*s comrades perceiving that he 
was retreating J:)eyond the boundaries, called 
upon him to advance, and Ralph drew back 
a few yards to give him a fair opportunity of 

▼ OL. 111. M ' 
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lo doing; which the jester not readily em- 
bracings his tonmeQlor, the page, came 
behind bam, and goading him sharply on 
the calf of one of his legs> obliged him to 
•pring fonrard on a suddei^ which Ralph 
taking as. a signal for engagement^ g^ve him 
a blow on the side of the bassmet, which 
made him stagger ; and^ as imminent danger 
often makes cowards courageoas>so Gregoiy, 
having no hope of escaping death but by ex- 
^erting hunselfy rushed towards his foe^ who 
was preparing to strike him a second time, 
and aiming his blow with great fury at the 
taskei's head^ had probably put an end to the 
contest in a tragical manner^ but Ralph 
conring down avoided the fulL force; patti 
however, of his skull<cap was cut awayy and 
the peacock's feather along with it. Ralph, 
recovering himself, struck again at the jestar^ 
but he leaping aside, the fl^il glanced only 
upon his hip, without much hurting him; on 
the other hand, Gregory seeing his enemy 

4 



179 

had overreached hiiiisdf>.took the ^vaiil«g# 
to assail him agwi* . Ralph attempled to 
parry the stroke of the sWbrd with his jhaudr 
shield ; ImiI^ not holding it firmly^ it twisted 
from \m grasp^ wd be wa& slightly wounded 
in the arm>. The sight of bip Qfffx blood rer 
doubled his fury.; he threw Airay the shield 
witb a haughty air^ and. grasping tb^e flfttt 
with both ihis,haa4^sU:ufik'Jbh.e Jester withisp 
much vigour upon hifli right aroije that he 
dropped his sward to the .groundi.upon' which 
Ilalph)«iQt his foot, and the disarmed jester 
tUI^Qed .about .to fly^ when, his enraged enemy^ 
taki^gHhim, at de£a4ll» s^Qkj.him ajsecond 
ii^e upQQ t^^eadiemdib«o«gb't Mm to tb^ 
gi:owd;.noe..h«Mi ixi$ ichastii^ement . ended 
h#r^^,b}it b/()thipiu:ti9Siini^cfeM>iat ouceiin 
feYOifCiOf^b^inafottuuat^ rfiwipiftu^andr^sr 
cued timfmmX^ . vQug^an^^of :t^t ei^aged 
cpnqver^MTt- 

The j^t«r'!SjBomrad^:ifeiHid:jhim.fttuoftfid 

by the blow he had received ; and^ from ,thfi 
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tAnoa of blood, they judged him to have 
heeo dangerously hmt. They hastily oolaced 
his bassinet, and diawidg off the hood of 
inail, they^ discovefed-a hurge coHtasi(Hi neaf 
his left temple, whence the blood flowed co- 
piously, which heightenedthe ghastly appear- 
ance of his pi^ lank visage, and- frightened 
Ralph, whose good. nature had now regained 
the ascendancy ever his resentment* He was 
heartily sorry he had not listened in time to 
Uie peaceful overtures held out* by his anta- 
gonist, and venly believed he had been un^ 
fortunate enough to kill his- foe-man ; but> 
after being sluiced with cold water> and ha- 
ving the wound well wadied and bound up, 
the jester recovered his senses, and Ralph 
danced about the green for joy. Gregoiy 
owned that Ralph was the conqueror; and 
both of them shook hands ina friendly man- 
ner, and promised not to remember aoy 
thing that had passed with the least animo- 
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Gregoiy^ as»8ted by two of his'colnrade8> 
^ retired fiFomthe field of combat^ to have bis 
wound dressed by the baron's leech ; and the 
fortunate <!hampion caused his leathern hel- 
met to beuiilacedj and hating dis^ioumber- 
ed himself from the gambason^ he bound -ft 
kerchief over his wounded arm to stop the 
.bleedings atid put on his super-tunio^ when 
. hifi companions having placed a large gar« 
land of oak leaves upon his head^ hoisted 
him upon-their should^rs^ and bore him away 
in triumph, and the shield of his antagonist 
reversed was carried before 4iim^, agreeable 
to ancient custom. 

In their way to Hob Filcher's/<for thither 
they were taking him,) the procesnon passed 
by Sim Glover's house, and v:uriosit^ called 
Margery, who heard the shouting, to the 
gate. The first thing 4hat struck her eye 
-was Ralph triumphant, having his .brows am- 
^ly adorned with the token of his victory ; 
^od the moment our hero daw his fair mis* 
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lieMj he leaped from his comrades shoulders, 
and tan to her, where^ making first a fair 
dbeysance, he spake as follows : — 

^ 1 wot not well^ fair mistress Mtagerj, 
in what wajr yoa may eniertake the same at 
my hands^ but, eertes^ I hare awarded to his 
lordship's silken fool a fair geerdon." 

From this address Ae damsel readily an- 
derstood, that a battle bad taken place be- 
tween Ralph and Gregory. It aisa plainly 
appeared^ that the former was the conqaeror ; 
and thoQgh she really was not sorry foftupe 
had declared herself in favour of the tasker, 
yet she did not altogether approve of the 
manner in which he announced the victory; 
and, fdrtliat'reason,^ pettishly replied/' If 
his lordftbip's fod, and' youy Goodman Shal- 
low-wits, are such gulls as to fall together by 
the ears, or try the stoutness of your paiini- 
kells against each other like mad balls, areed 
me, I prithee, what concern have I in 'what 
may betide yon^ certes, I see aone/* 
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Have yon then no sotnrenance/ said 
Ralpb^ *' how 1 was delivered over to the 
wicked barber^ nor bow this vapouring jape- 
cra^kerii^as brought to worry me like a bear 
in my vile durance? By the three kings of 
CoUaine^ methinks you might have remem!* 
bered that foul foolery." 

" Soothly to say," replied Margery, '' I 
am hot at this stound unmindful of one mat* 
ter you have set forth, and, well I wis, it waa 
all your own seeking. I was beguiled ; for, 
certes, I deemed you to be a true man, who 
loved me well, and not a churlish treachor, 
band jmd gauntlet, with a chriscross-row lur- 
dane, to misprise my gentle portattnce, and 
^ereraw my good nature ; but may omr Mes- 
sed Lady so help me in day of dome, asl Wish 
for occasion tp spring, that letter^^conning 
ivoodcock. Mister Thomas, and make him 
dance a^fit to the n^asure I would, set for 
him/' 

'' Your smiles, my pretty lass/* said Tho- 
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Toas^ ivtio overheard faer,^' tnayiead me any 
where ; hut, certes^ these frowns sit very evil^ 
ly upon your fair countenance. Had I mir- 
ror to reflectthem^ you would be convinced^ 
and forego them forvaye. 4 am right sony 
my intendiments failed in* the performance; 
nathless I must say^ .they -were advised for 
the best" 

^' And I/* retorted Margery, *' should hold 
h be6t, for your knaveship's heels to I^iss the 
stocks; a fair guerdon, in my awardment, 
for your selcouth counselling.'' 

'^ In sooth, my lovely eves-dropper,'' an- 
swered Thomas, smiling, '' your doom is 
somewhat haFsh. Sithencei,vaU would have 
gone aright, bad not you played a shrewd 
Irick upon us ; for, certes, we wist not you 
was so near the window." 

Here Ralph interfered, saying, '* Look you 

now, what is done cannot be fordone; and J 

hope, Margery, ye deem me to have beaa 

SvU appayed for my falsing. — Give me jroui 
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%and in a friendly way; for, as I hope for 
Paradise^ I have none ill will^ nor do I love 
you a whit the less sickerly for all this bick- 
erment.'' 

'' I will cry truce, with all my heart/' re- 
plied Margery, presenting her fair hand to 
the tasker, which he received in his, and 
pressed to his lips again and again. 

'' »Fye, DOW, you are so foolish, Ralph4" 
cried the damsel, blushing; and having, by 
a faint struggle or two, withdrawn her hand, 
she smiled, and, bidding him good-even, ran 
imo the house, and shut the door. 
' 'Ralph was then remounted upon his com*- 
rades' shoulders, and the procession arrived 
itt safety at the Crofwn. 
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SECTION IX. 

A TALB at the AtE. 

At the threshold of Hob Filcher's door, 
the victorious combatant met his friend ^m 
Glover^ the fmr Margery's father^ who took 
him very cordially by the hand> sayiog^ ^' I 
wist not that the old grudge 'twixt yoU and 
bis honour^s jester would have been abroad 
with so much biekerment. I shall not twiten 
thee for thy hardiment^ but am right ^lad 
you have made him cry^ craven. Algates^ 
had I been avised o' the matter aforehand^ 
X would ha' assayed to put a spoke in the 
wheel." 

**The affray is all over/* said Ralph ; '' and 
I thank you for your good weeten* Yet^ be- 
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'cause' I owed the knave a broken coxcomb^ 
I should have been ill at ease to have let 
him wend away without bis due. Buty hark 
o' me^ I have had speech with Margery^ and 
wot ye well^ we have shaken bands^ and she 
is my bonnibell again ; for^ by my haii-dam^ 
I love the wench^ algates she be so wilful ; 
and^ if dame and you be as willing as I^ we 
will be nearer related before another noon.'' 

^^in good time^ Ralph/' ^quoth Sim; '^ dame 
and I have conned this lesson over before 
now. You have oar liking; win but the girl 
to. say aye> and we will not keep you from 
tiie oburch door." 

'' By the bloody but it is well^said on both 
sides/' cried the host ; ^'<6ad's bones^ Ralph 
liBs demeaned himself like a tall man^ and 
a true. He shewed his dareiodo without 
grudging, and bears no malice after ; but^ by 
the boaes^^Iam main glad your bickerings 
«re at an end. You be all my customers, 
lUEid peace and^kstyhood brings most grists 
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«to my mill. Come^ come^ walk in^ my 
Jolly hearts; here's house-room at your ser- 
.vice ;. lell me What you will call for. If yon 
talk of my ale, a-dad you shall wend far awajr 
before you find its equal. It is true March 
huff-cap, and, like -the Philistines foxes, car- 
ries fire in its 'iJBtiU* 

The company took their seats in Hob's 
summers-room-; and the first stoup of ale hail 
scarcely gone round, when they were joined 
by an elderly man, who was a stranger to 
them^U. His dress was -a long dark colour- 
ed frock, resembling that of a friar, and his 
hood was drawn up over bis head. He en*- 
quired of the host, if he might be accommo- 
dated there with lodging for the night; and, 
being answered in the afiirmative, he ad- 
dressed himself to the assembly, in these 
words : — - 

^'i am so, please you my gentle masters^ 
•a dissour; and that you may well ween me 
not to^e of the -commoa sort, I shall aread 
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jou before band^ that I belong toXaninol^ 
celebrated company of minstrels^ who are 
BOW with the king at St Alban's^ whither I 
am going to join them; but beingy as ycm 
see, somewhat aged^ I cannot travel so swift- 
ly as afore times I. was wont to do ; and fear- 
ing to be belated before I can-reach Hat- 
fields and right well tired also^ I am desirous 
of abiding here this night; aad> if jou be 
disposed for joyance> collect among you 
money enough to pay for my harbouring, 
and reasonable refreshment^ and i wiH re^ 
hearse a fit of mirth , w^ell worthy the meed 
of three goMenangek.** 

The- rustics readily raised a contribution 
sufScient for the purpose^ and Hob Filcberj 
of his own accord^ swore by the- mass-bell^ 
he would lodge him like a knigb4 of' price, 
without charging him a single cross> if the 
story was to his gree. 

The oldman put the donations he had re- 
ceived into bis gipdire, and, requesting Hob> 
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AicHb to fovget his pr^uub^ retailed die foUoVf* 
lag tale^ uoguig the songs to impropriate 
toDes^ 9ccamif9iiym% his voice to the msam 
of A g^tt^m^ which bsbor^ with hira.^ 



THK DISSOUft's|T||kl*li» 



^ Whiloin».as old recprids ieUeaHs^ on a 
3Ught^:.at Christmas .tide, whe^r the north*- 
'«8St wiod blew sore> and the, s£u>w Jay de^ 
4ipoQ the ^t>ttndi twQ trav^lliiigi.pFiest^ wer<$ 
belated on th^j^wny to Oxfordr,city#^ 

'^At the time it begaiii to.be dai'k^ th^y 
c^^Qif^ to the f gate of a^sm^Utpriory^ where 
they kiiocked, ai^l b^gg^d: hai:)>Qur for Go^'l 
sak^ The pof t^r> seeipg: tfe^ir^oww wgrapr 
p§d' about theni^ ao^.tlj^ir. hop(fo. ydvanfp 
over} their face9i.>^^Qned them, to^ ha- xm^ 
strels, or jugglers, and right. gted-iv»?re.;tbe 
friai*$ pf theiir.ooQ^iQg; foi:.tb^y coiMMediiopo'^ 
•^^ing jBWie nwrtWul jt^^i^e^ . 
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'^Itso ohanced^tbat tbe prior. and the sub* 
prior were gone to Oxford, convened thithet 
by the bishop ; and .the sacariat, with the eel-* 
lerer and the rest of the brethren, whp mort 
oi them were lusty bloods, and enemies to 
penance, bad agreed to hold a night of revet 
Hng in their absence. 

^ The «acarist, being a shrewd knave, was 
elected abbot of Misrule, and, according to 
ancient customs, became the master and re* 
gnlator of tbe sports. This jolly crackHJape^ 
havmg his head decorated with a giUxnitre^ 
presided at the head of the -table, and diree^ 
ed jbis comrades* 

'^ When the two priests were , brought .iii# 
4hey. saluted the compiany^ with a seemJyvbe? 
pedictioQ^, and the ahh^jcauaed them, to be 
placed, one at his right b^nd^aiid. one at his 
left, saying, '^ Well y^ ween^ this is the tide 
in whieh we celebrate the festival of our 
Lord's Nativity, and make merry ; take your 
seats, and join with us in the pastime, and ye 
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shall be right welcome.'' The cellerer tKen 
handed to each of them a cnp of spiced 
wine, for that they were cold, and the abbot 
continued his harangue: — ^^ Ye are to learn, 
we are now at- a jolly gambol, every one of 
OS, withoutten any* lett at ail, in his turn, 
must sing a. glee, song, or teHen a tale of 
fnerriment. The jape stands with friar Peter, 
and it will come to us anon." But these lewd 
friars sang so shrewish ly, and with words so 
foul,. that good manners- biddeth them*not be 
told; and their tales were idleje^ts of sinful 
lechery and naughtiness, so that when it came 
to the two strangers, they were sore abash'' 
ed, and weened not what to sing. Dim John, 
vrhose turn was first, after casting sometime 
in his mind the kind of verses he should 
give, and, not knowing, any so unseemly as 
those he had heard set forth, chose the fol* 
lowing carol, as meet for theiioly tide : — 
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Saint Stephen wai »couthIy child^ 

In royal Herod*8 hall ; 
And served him in cloth and bread; 

As should a king befkl. 

ffoint Stephen out of kitchen came, 
With boar's head in his hand, 

And saw a star, full fair and bright, 
O'er Beth'Iem city standi 

Adown he cast the boaris head; 
And went into the hall, 

Where doughty Heiod sat in state- 
Amidst his nobles all. 

** King Herod, lo ! I thee forsake, 

And all thy works, I wiss $ 
There is a Child in Beth'lem bom, 

Shall brin^ us all to bliss.*'-— 

** What aileth thee, thou imp, Stephen ? 

Or what is thee befal ? 
Say, dost thou lack or meat or drink 

In kingly Herod's hall ?"— 

** Me lacketh neither meat nor drink 

In kingly Herod's haUf 
But there's a Child in Betb'lem bom. 

Far better than you all.' 
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" What aileth Stephen ? art thou wode? 

Or 'ginnest thoo to braid ? 
Say, dost thou lack or gold, or fee>. 

Or any costly wede ?"— 

VOL. III. N 
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'< Me lftck«(h aeithec goM» nor Use, 

Nor any coetly wede ; 
Bot there's a CbiM ia Betli'leia bein. 

Shall help as at eur oeed. 

" F«U soMh," qinih St^heo, « do I say, 

As in fall sooth I wish, 
This capon, deikd, to rise and crow, 

That lieth lieie to my diflh."— 

That word it was no sooaer said. 

That word wtthin the halL, 
The capoB cr^w'd, Our Lord's yfrom. 

Among the nobles aU. 

** Rise, my tormentofS !** ^pioth the king. 

And spake, fall angrily ; 
" JUead forth .the treachar from the town. 

And stone him tiU he die T'-^ 

Then mocked they Stephen as he weat, . 

And stoned hha in the way i 
And, therefore, is bis eyyn kept 

On Cbcist's owa natal day* 

^' By my hallo-dam^ you are a seely dis- 
sour," cried the ahl^pt of Misrule, ^' thou art 
altogether beside the purpose; for well you 
might wot this geer is suited to the lentea 
days, when men do penance, and not for this 
merry festival; aread you then rightly, we 
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shall expect another kind of saying from 
your comrade^ and better mated to our jolly- 
ment ; come^ trowle the bowl about^ and I 
will give you a vireiay suited to my own 
gree : 

SONG. 

, ** stop, Heodsnuin, stop I nor pass as by. 
Counting for ay tby -coral beads ; 
The lusty bowl iirrites thine eye, 
And tells thee what thy belly needs. 

*^ Thy glowing cheeks, thy blazing nose. 

With many rich carbuncles gay. 
Are shining lights, and well disclose 

The part at table thou canst play. 

** Do not we hear the plaintive cry 
Thy belly makes, for fowl, and fishy 

For capon, ven^soQ, pudding, pye, 
And every other dainty dish ? 

** Nor less it claims, from custom due^ 
Large draughts of ale, and spiced wintei 

Stint not, it cries, to me be true; 

Be all these welcome blessings mine T*— 

** 'Tis three long hours, by Adam's dole f 
And three long days they seemed at least; 

The mass detained me from the bowl, 
AAd pious orgies of the feast. 
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^ The lazy mass-priest was t6o long. 
In peDance sharp he made me pioe ; 

There was no music in his song; 
His prayer was naught, it brought no wine. 

'^ If life be short, as book-men say, 

It is our duty, well I weeo, 
While shines the sun, to nmke our hay,. 

And dance in summer o'er the green» 

" But, when our Prior he will prate 
Of shrift, at Lent, and abstinence, 

Of early mass, and vespers late, 
I hold his sermons void ol sense. 

" For why should we ourselves^ torment 
In vain ? and, with a fretful mind, 

Tschew the blessings for us sent. 
And be to present pleasures blind. 

" Then, night and day, to belly true,. 

In revelry be blithe and brave f 
Nor flinch while one small drop is due r 

For sleeping, — leave it to the grave. 
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*' The song being ended, the abbot ad-^ 
dressed himself to the other priest, saying,. 
'* Whatever, mister wight, you be,, if min- 
strel, juggler, or contour,, it is time your mail 
shouM be unbuckled* The merriment stands 
at your door, and you were best not to lett 
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the fair game/' — ^^ In good soolh," quoth 
the priest, " I had lever you would pass me 
by ; for you may wot that I am no brawler, 
BO japer; and, if I misread not, we are well 
avised by the Postle Paul not to wanton 
away our time in idle leesiags, and wayward 
fables, which have nought of sooth. But, if 
ye list, I will read to you a fit or two from 
my portass ; or make, to the best of my con- 
ning, a profitable discourse against the heavy 
sin of gouls^rdism, or glotony, and the unfit 
usance of strong drink; for look what the 
same apostle, writing to the Philippians, 
saith concerning those seely folk, who wilful- 
ly forsaking the true God, like filthy swine, 
Hiake a god of their bellies/'—^ Stint thy 
preachment, and 'twere best," cried the ab- 
bot, ^^ by the mass-bell, your clapper is too 
loud. We be not seeking for tales of dreari- 
ment ; sickeriy I vise you, leave your pistles 
for the ho^isling tide, and shew "us a cast of 
your conning, so be it a slight of legerde-. 
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jnaio^ the dattcing of a mawmet^ or a triek 
of tumbliag.'' — '♦ I told you before/' replied 
the stranger^ ^^ that I have no skiD in these 
knackeries. I am^God wot^ a poor priest^ who 
with my brother here were benighted in our 
travelj, and sought^ for God's sake^ harbour 
till the morning/' ^ By the blood of St Be- 
nediet^ our hallowed patron/' exclaimed the 
cellerer, " we have given the wassell to ver- 
mins of a secular cast^ I trow ! and^ so help 
me Holy Mary>I weened they were minstrels^ 
or jugglers^ or they had found no welcome 
here. But^ sithence they cannot pay their 
meed with merry glee> we will send them 
forth a-(ield^ and keep no spies among us/' 
This ruthless conclusion was eftsoons put in- 
to execution^ albe the season was right mis- 
fitting for travelling. It showered apace^ and 
the poor priests were uowitting of their way. 
They begged, in the name of Him who suf- 
fered to redeem them from dole, and in the 
name of St Benedict, and every other holy 
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sein.i and maytyr they could call to miody to 
have tha houseiog tUl day-'break ; but nothing 
nu^bt they be heard ; for the lozel fmrs took 
tbeir staves^ aiid beat them from the door> 
so tlmt they weve agbast> and dempt to have 
been slain did they not wend away; which 
they did in piteous plight^ with hearts full of 
drefuriej»eat.---Here ends the First Fit. 

^ And now,, my good masters^ ye w«rt well 
it is the manner of us tale-*teUef s, to put the 
hood about for a trifle of coin more before: 
the Second Fit be rehearsed ; but if you will 
glad my hearl with a cup of spiced wine, for 
s^y throat is d^y with diking, I will set forth 
the other part without expectance of any fur«- 
iher guerdon.^ 

His request ^ims readily complied with; 
and, having dmnk a hearty draughty he con** 
tinned the tale in^ these words : — 

. '^ The priests had not gone more than two 
or three bow-shots from the priory, when 
tiiey espied a bevy of damosels, yclad \Sk 
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mummerj habits^ 'and some of them were 
wimpled and veiled like nuns. Each of them 
carried a lightied torch, and they tripped nim- 
bly along in a dancing guise, carolling as 
they went with merry glee, and little reck- 
ing of the snow that f^l, because, I wis, their 
journey was not long. Having reached the 
priory, they beat upon the gate, and were 
eftsoons admitted. 

'' Alas !" said Don John, ^' these lecher 
friars, I ken, must have their iemans to solace 
with them in the absence of the superiors, 
and we were thrust from the doors to make 
room for loose trundles. God and Sc Mary 
help us ! or the cold will do us to die misera- 
bly upon this bleak heath; for I wot not, 
(and, I trow, thou knowest no better,) which 
way W'C bin to go for more speedy harbour- 
ing." " I tell thee what, brother John," said 
his companion, '' certes, we be in main eml 
plight, but ^complaining will make none 
amends. Set the best foot forward, man ; I 
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ween here be som^ footsteps : If ray eyes de- 
ceive me not, I ken over yonder coppice the 
twinkling of a candle." — ^* St Thomas send 
us well thither,'' answered John; ^ and may 
the foul fiend abash these lewd monks, and 
shorten their unseemly disport !" ** Let be/' 
quoth his companion ; '* for, if they are clean- 
ly ysbriven at Shrovetide, they shall have a 
heavy Lent for their Christmas glee." 

^* This said, they held on their way uneatln 
ly towards the light, when, of a sudden, it 
was divided into many lights, disappearing 
in one part, and appearing again in another 
after a strange guise ; so that they deemed 
the foul fiend had beset th^m with wander- 
ing fires, yclept Jslck-o'-Lanthoras, to mis- 
lead them into some swamp or pool to their 
destruction ; and, therefore, both of them 
conned over their night-spell, to which they 
added a paternoster, with other good prayers, 
and eftsoons the lights Were gone. 

^^ Some time afterwards tliey reached the 
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Iboffders of a large woo^y wbere tbere wete. 
several roa^ ; wad while they were hentatrng- 
vhkb tbey should ehuMff, tJne lights appear- 
ed again among the hosliea^bii^ mtxch iie«aer^ 
and dijscovered a large train of hoi^vieQ,^ 
with their serva^fcts bearing lighted torches; 
and^ upon their approae^> our traveUers per* 
ceived them to be eeelesiasties^ which made 
them right glad; md bcuably addressing 
theiBselves to him who appeared to be the 
highest in authority^ besought him dearoly 
to acquaint them where they might fiad 
housing till the morning. ^^ We are," said 
they, *^ God wot, two priests, who have far 
travelled, and,. a& you see, benighted in thi» 
stound, and sore amated by the cold wind 
and the snow." — " Gramercy!" returned the 
horseman, *' but certes ye be in no couthly 
plight,and have unwittingly overshot the only 
place for harbour near at hand : aread me^ 
my friends, how haps it you passed the priory 
to the right ? for well I wean ye have travel- 
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kd thut road. It i» the duty of thilk b?othM* 
hood to rec^ve strwgers^ for gpds^ke^ aii4 
to fiire them well "— '' Cortes the<i>" siiidi 
Dim JobQj, '* they have full fttuUy deak hy 
u» :** aad with that he related to the hors^** 
man what had passed there ; the pnanaer in 
which they had heen thrust from the doors; 
and the arcivcil of the jolly wassdlers^ who 
Had beea admitted aftervvardst '' By hc^y 
Saint Benedict, our blessed patron !" returned 
the prior^ for it was him they were speakiqg 
to, ^' if ye tell me no leesings, I will make 
them dear ahy this misrule. — Ye shall go 
back with me, and my authority, I wean, will 
make sicker yogr welcome:" so saying, he 
caused two of the grooms to dismount^ and 
having set the priests upon their horses, |h<^y 
rode together towards the priory. When 
the prior, having a crafty thought in his 
head, to be himself, unseen, a witness to the 
joUiment, and to work the more shame upon 
the lusty revellers, caused his followers to 



fi04 

abide at that stound^ in a dell^ at a short dis* 
tance from the priory, and he, with the- two' 
priests, went forward on foot. He had with 
him a key of a private door belonging to his 
own apartment, and afforded communication 
with a gallery, in which was a window that 
commanded a full view of the hall> and the 
company therein assembled. Here he came, 
with his two companions, and was presently 
assured, from his own kenning, that they had 
not belied the brethren. The supper was 
just serving up, and the prior desiring the 
priests to remain there, and carefully note 
where every thing should be deposited, so as 
to bear the same in memory, withdrew,, and 
returned to his company, who all came for- 
ward with him ; and knocking aloud at the 
gate, every thing in the hall was suddenly 
thrown into the utmost confusion, the alarm 
being given, that the prior and sub-governors 
were returned : the boards were cleared in an 
instant, the cloths removed, and the lemans. 
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who visited the pious frateroi£y> weve iocoa- 
iinently thrust into a hiding-place ; and such 
of the friars^ whose duly called them not to 
wait upon their superiors^ slunk into their 
cells^ bestowing many a malediction upon 
their mishap^ in having so fair a game so 
foully stinted. 

" When the prior entesed the haU^.he en«- 
<}tfired why he found so large a fire in the 
chimney ; and^ after some hesitation, the sa«- 
crist told him, '^ that the night being cold, 
the brethren had met there to say their ves- 
pers." — ^' By ray Holy Dame/' said the prior, 
^' here i» a savory smelU — I trust their prayers 
have been well received : and as the hall is 
fight warm, I hold it good to tarry here, for 
in sooth I am somewhat surbett with riding.: 
lay a carpet upon the board, with napkins; 
I would fain have wherewithal! to eat***— 
** My Lord," quoth the cellerer,/' tlie fire is 
made m the refectory, and the purveyor wjU 
cover the board there in a short space." — 
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^' Omxnevcy, for y^wir diligeace,*' aDswered 
tbe prior^ '^ it is right commendable; but 
now 1 remember me^ I have brought with me 
frevi Oxford a conning derk^ who deals in 
ttAgic^ and is a subtle tnegetour^ he has pro- 
mised to show me of his craft, and to work 
many wondrous doings; I am not the churl 
tl» bave this pastime to myself^ bat am willing 
ali the brethren should^ at this merry tide^ be 
l»artafcew with me." 

^' He tlien caused iiH the friars to be sum* 
itHm<ed, and when theyliad entered the hall, 
to take theiir places, they were somewhat 
Ii^tei1?ed by the best of the prior, but when 
th«y saw there was no semblaunce of upbray- 
itigs in his countenance, they seated them- 
selves more chearily. 

The prior then whispered to the sub-prior, 
who forthwith went privily to the gallery 
where the priests had been placed;^ and ha- ' 
ving furnished them with disguisements, so 
that they could not readily be known again 
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l^ iittnt who had seen them before^ tliey vret^ 
brought into the hall ; Dan John passed ibt 
the jooulator^ and his companion for his ser* 
vant^ who carried a small box under his aitti> 
when the' prior spake to Dan John in this 
vrise : — ^* Certes, I am told yon are a skilful 
tragetour> and well learned in pastimes of 
magic : if so be^ show ns of your ability at 
this merry tide, and you sixall not miss your 
meed." — *^ So please you, my Lord," replied 
Dan John, *' I am willing to overstep my ac- 
customed practice, and si thence you have 
been long fasting upon your journey, I hold 
it right meet to have the tables covered for 
yotir refreshment" — '^ By Saint Thomas," 
cried the prior, '^ that were ip sooth a good 
deed done, and marry none the worse if it.be 
estsoons donef— *' Your Lordship/' quoth 
the pretended juggler, ^' need only command 
the pages to pight the carpets, and spread the 
napkins, for I am ready to make an essay of 
I \y craft." — ^The carpets were pight, and the 
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napkins spyead incontinently. The friars at 
this^tide were nought inclined to mirth^ but 
uneathly kept their seats^ silently eyeing each 
other^ and casting in their mind& what sel- 
couth gambol was ta follow this preparation. 
DaiT John called for a chafing-^ish- filled with 
live coals^ and taking a portion of powder 
from the box which his companion bore be- 
neath his arm^ he cast the same upon the fire^ 
sayings '^ Wend hither, ye buxom spirits of 
the night, who confessen the power of tbiit 
spell; and bring with you capons richly stew- 
ed, doe venison ybaked in pies, with wild 
ducks, cygnets, and other water fowl." — *' By 
the blessed Martyr of Kent ye have said well," 
quoth the prior ; " but so far as I can see, our 
supper will be an imaginary one/' — ^^ Aread 
yo^, my Lord," returned the jugglei> '' the 
spirits 1 have called upon are real spirits^ 
and wend to and fro without being kenned 
by mortal eyes> but cause the closet at your 
Lordship's right hand to be opened,, and you 
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i^all be my witness the goblins have not de- 
ceived me." The closet was opened^ and 
the dainties, produced. ^*^And now/' con- 
tinued Dan Jobn^ '' I will add some other 
dishes well accorded to the season ;" so say* 
ingj he repeated his spell, and hight bis spirits 
to bring *' a brave boar's head well brawned^ 
chines of fdt porkers^ and turkies roasted :" 
these were found in the opposite closet at the 
piior's left hand^ and pight upon the table. 
" The manchet, and fine bread/' added the 
juggler^ *^ will be found in abundance behind 
the high desk." By this time the tables were 
fairly covered, when the prior spoke tl;kus: 
'^ In truth you are a. notable artist, and have 
right well atchieved a work of wonder : if th:e 
whole be not.an illusion of the foul fiend, we 
shall not sleep with empty stomachs ; but I 
wot, Syr, thir lacketh yet one thing, and that 
is wine." — '' In sooth, my Lord, as I told you, 
mine are airy spirits^ and meddle not greatly 
with that article ; beneath the stalls there are 
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« few pottle pots^but my familiar areads me^ 
that he can find none better than in your 
Lordship'&cellars.'^The prior laughed heartilj 
at this conclusion ; and having given his be*- 
nediction^ ordered the carvers- to do their 
duty ^ '^ for I perceive/' said he, "this is none 
illusion, but substantial food, well ycooked> 
and suited to the holy tide." 

*' The pious fraternity^ whilom so joyous^ 
now sat upon thorns, and sore abashed, fore*" 
seeing that thisguileful beginning would bring 
forth a noyous ending; for they dempt well 
tliey had been bewrayed, but wot not by 
what malengine, unless the joculator really 
dealed with the d^vil r yet, in order to gloss 
over the matter as far as they might, they 
partook of the provision, though with little 
appetite, and prayed lustily that every morsel 
might choke the juggler, who, nothing reck- 
ing of their curses, wi4;h his companion, eat 
and drank cbearily ; and the prior, with the 
superior ofl5eers> were exceedingly facetious 



After the supper was ended^ and the viands 
taken from the tables^ the prior filled a large 
cup with white Muscadel, and presented the 
same to Dan John^ sayiog^ '' Sickerly, ray 
friend^ we have to remercy you for a fair en- 
tertainment :: this is the rarest cast of jugglery 
I ever beheld. But read me now soolhly, I 
pray yoUj^ are these things counterfeited by 
the craft of magic natural^ or by the couthly 
workings of spirits, or fairy elves, such as old 
stories tellen dance in the green meads by 
moon-light ?" — '* Wot you not, my Lord," 
said D in John, *' I called my spirits by a 
ebarm, which magic natural teachetb, so com- 
eth their obeisance ; for, as I told you, they 
work unseen/' — ^' But may they not take upon 
them a bodily fonn, so be it you command 
them r quoth the prior. — ^^ Certes they may," 
said John. — ^^ Sithence you grant it so," an- 
swered the prior, '^ if you have not gone to 
the extent of your conning, I should like well 
to see some sprite, or elf, in human form."— 
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^ In good aooth^ my Lord," returned ibe 
juggler^ ** you have {M-oposed la^deed uneathly 
to be perfcMrmed : yet to do you pleasure^ I 
will not stint the essayment of my art^ but I 
aread you all to be aivare of harm^ and to 
keep your places. The spirits I shall upraise 
are right seemly in their forms, but crafty and 
treacherous in their actions, and apt to en- 
tice men to lustful and wanton dalliance^ un- 
profitable to their souls : and further I wam 
you to eschew them, for they be foul thieves 
and plunderers, and you must whip them sound- 
ly, or eftsoons they will return again^ and rob 
your cellars, ji^ur kitchen, and your pantry, 
for wot ye -well they be great gormandizers.'' 
— -*' You say well,'* said the prior, "and I 
will order eight or ten of the most sturdy 
.grooms from the stables, to stand accoiled 
with scourges in their hands, to smite whea 
the time requires." The grooms were fordi- 
with brought into the ball, and placed near to 
the door, the station assigned to them by the 
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juggler. The friars, algates they were sore 
awhaped, could no longer refrain from mur- 
muring : they foresaw to what purpose this 
arrangement was made ; and the sacrist, joined 
with the cellerer, made bold to address the 
prior in these words : — *^ My good Lord, our- 
selves, and the brethren at large, intreat you 
to bear, in souvenance, that we be forsaid to^ 
use such cursed conjurations, or, by craft of 
necromancy,hold communication with sathan, 
or his foul angels : we are aghast at the evil 
workings of this wicked wizard, and beseech 
you to stint him ; sithence the fiends be more 
puissant than mortal wights, and woe the while, 
if we attempt to overcraw them, they may 
raise a tempest of tlninder to harrow our holy 
house, and bren us with the leven brand.** — 
'^ Be not accoyed, my brethren, '-returned the 
prior; '' the piety with which you performed 
the vespers this evening, and the headings 
you have made to God, the Holy Virgin, and 
all Saints, at that stound, shall abet you from 
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danger of sorcery or enchantments but well 
I wot the orgies now to be performed shall 
purify these walls from pollution^ rather than 
endanger their downfall" Dan John now 
threw the powder a third time into the fire, 
and then ordered the grooms to open the 
closet at the bottom of the hall^ and incon- 
tinently a bevy of wanton bonnibelles rushed 
out, shrieking most pitiously, when they were 
discovered. The grooms, according to the 
orders they had received, laid on the lash 
with lustihed, reckless of the cries and jang- 
les of the seely wantons. The ruthful bead^ 
men, to empeach thechastisementof their dear 
lemans, rose up eftsoons,and, rushing towards 
the door, attempted to burst it open ; in the 
scuffle the tables were subversed, and the 
lights at the lower end of the hall were sud- 
denly queint; the tumult became general, 
and the friars, muddled together with the 
wenches, were beat down the one over the 
other, and whipped in their turns; for, the 
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sturdy grooms favoured none who came near 
them. The sacristy in forcing open the door^ 
struck his forehead against one of the abut- 
ments^ and was nearly drent with his own 
blood : the cellerer^ hastening to his relief^ fell 
over :a form^ and bared his shin to the bone. 
Both of them bawled aloud for relief; but 
their cries ;were not distinguished amidst the 
general steven^ shrieking^ and scathful uproar. 
. '* The prior withdrew to his apartment at 
the onsets and to'bk the two priests with him ; 
and when he thought the friars^ and their 
lemans^ were sufficiently yspent^ he caused 
tike chapel beH to be rung^ and sent the 
sub-prior into the hall^ to call away the 
grooms^ and stint tlie riot. When the tu- 
mult was aslaked) the friars were ordered to 
take their places in the chapel^ which they 
did with much reluctance; and the prior came 
thither to them, attended by the two priests, 
in their proper habits : he then upbrayed them, 
with many bitter reproaches^ lor their lewd 
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deportmoitj and especially for their lack of 
charity : when, having suspended the sacrist 
and the cellerer from their offices for a sea- 
son^ he imposed a heavy penance on the bro- 
therhood^ and hight them to sing the mid- 
night service, which well ye may wot, my 
masters, was done withjnore dreariment than 
devotion, and every one of them was permit- 
ted to depart to his cell. 

^' The two priests were fairly appayed for 
their trouble, and slept warm and quiet: 
in the morning they brake their fast well, 
and were dismissed by the prior with his be- 
nediction, for having exorcised the holy 
house, and driven thence, with their due 
guerdon, the lewd spirits which had haunted 
it in his absence. And so ends my tale.'' 

This simple recital gave great satisfaction 
to the rustic auditory, and every one made 
his comment upon its merit. — Hugh the 
carrier, who was not famous for his conti- 
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iiency, thought it a shrewd evil deed to mal- 
treat the kind young wenches : — and Robin 
Tosspot blamed the prior for putting an end 
so hastily to the good drinking : '^ I would 
have had/' quoth he, *' the two priests sit up 
all nighty by a rousing fire, with two pottle 
pots of wine, at least, for each of them, and 
then, my hearts, by the Lord of Lincoln, they 
would have been in a rare guise for travelling 
in the morning, and nothing fearful of the 
cold." — Hob Filcher approved of his friend 
Robin's amendment ; " but,^^ by the bones," 
said he, '^ the tale is a good one, and the 
dissour shall have his gree." The ale was 
pushed merrily about, until it was nearly mid* 
night, when the company parted io good hu*- 
mour with each other, and every one returns- 
ed quietly to his own home. 
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CHAPTER I. 

/ 

An Exploit of the Jester y which ends unhappify^ 

When Gregory was cured of his wounds, 
and ventured forth abroad again^ he was in^ 
formed that his antagonist Ralphs and Mar- 
gery the glover s daughter, were not only re- 
conciled to each other, but that she had con- 
sented to be his bride, and the preparations 
were actually making for their union. He 
DOW plainly perceived that Margery had be- 
fooled him, and counterfeited a fondness for 
him merely for the sake of punishing his ri- 
^al ; this reflection made him very angry ; and 
if he had dared, he would have recked bia 
vengeance upon the fortunate tasker; but not 
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holding such an attempt to be consistent with 
prudence, he turned his anger into another 
channel, and determined to direct its fury 
against the fair damsel herself, whom he 
thought was less capable of resistance ; lind 
having learned that she was about to visit a 
poor relation, who was dangerously ill, he 
watched Jier out in the afternoon, and seeing 
she went alone, thoughtit was li kely she might 
return the same. He therefore provided him- 
self with a white sheet, and hid himself in a 
hollow tree by the path side, in the warren ; 
this being the way she was most likely to re« 
turn. He wrapped himself in the sheet> and 
took his stand as soon as the evening shut in. 
He had been there upwards of an hour^ with- 
out any one passing, when the moon arose, 
and he 4)erceiveAa female coming over the 
stile, at the bottom of the warren, whom he 
doubted not was his fickle mistress; and at; 
her approach he stalked with great solemnity 
from the tree, full in her sight, and mounting 
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s little eminence, raised himself on his tip- 
toes^ and elevated his hands, in order to ap- 
pear the taller. He performed his part with 
SO" much skill, that the poor female, who 
took him for a real* spectre, screamed out 
with affi'ight, and fled from him with the 
greatest precipitation; he, however, soon 
discovered, that it was not Margery, but dame 
Evered, Ralph's mother, he had so violently 
terrified ; and as he had no quarrel with her, 
he did not pursue, l(Ut withdrew behind a 
thicket of holly, and thence retorned quietly 
to his post again, where he awaited, with pa- 
tience, the arrival of mistress Margery. 

Dame Evered, who really believed she had 
seen a perfect apparition, was terribly fright- 
ened, nearly out of her wits, and made the 
best of her way to Tewiu-green, without da- 
ring to look behind her, where running into 
Hob Filcher's, whose house she first came in- 
to, she threw herself into a chair, where she 
sat panting for breath, without being able to 
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utter a siDgle word ; her face was as pale as 
dust, and her eyes stood as though she had 
beeil mad. 

There were several of Hob's usual cus- 
tomers drinkiug in the kitchen at the same 
time^ who were all of them prodigiously sur* 
prised at the deportment of the tasker's mo- 
ther. *' By the death of my grandame/* said 
the host, ** the good dame is sore aghast! 
she is either wode or planet-struck.*' 

His guests were solicitous to know what 
had happened to he^r; but it was seyeral mi- 
nutes before she could utter any expressions 
that were intelligible, and these were short 
ejaculations to the saints : but after having 
crossed herself several times, and.counted her 
rosary, she exclaimed — '* Save me, sweet Lady 
virgin ! Save me from the foul fiend !" 

*' By the Lord of Lincoln," said Robin Toss- 
pot^ '^ Hob Filcher has hit the right nail up- 
on the head ! the silly old gammer is stark 
wode C* and to this the whole company agreed. 
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At last^ however^ after she had swallowed a 
cup-full of methegLea^^ made' hot with spices^ 
which Tib the hostess had prepared for her, 
she came to herself^ and assured the assembly 
that she had seen a ghastly goblin in the war- 
ren, all in white, and as tall as-Tewia church- 
steeple,, with flaming eyes as big as saucers c^ 
that it stood by the side of the crooked oak, 
crossed her path, and raised its arms as 
though it had been to- seize upon her. 

^ Benedicite ! cried Tib, and kissed the cross 
of a rosary that hung from the cell of the man^- 
tie-piece. Robin Tosspot, and the rest of his 
companion3,*made a joke of the old woman's 
story : and two cross-bowmen, who had just 
arrived from Hertford, and were drinking a 
horn or two of ale^ were particularly facetious 
upon the occasion. 

The old woman was highly offended that 
her recital met with so little credence, and 
especially of the liberty the two military guests 
had taken upon the occasion,, when she thus 



addressed herself to them : — *^ Without doubt 
ye be tall men, because you wear a soldier's 
badge, but there is mony a cock of the game 
that has a white feather in his taH ; and let 
me tell, you, if the hobgoblin had met with 
you in* your way, he would have made your 
teeth chitter ; for well ye may wot the fiend 
caries not for your quilted pourpoints, your 
iron skull caps, no nor for the long swords 
you carry in your belts, no nor your belts and 
your bows to boot. — In sooth you must have 
ether kinds of shields to defend yourselves, 
than the round penches you carry at your 
backs." 

*^ Not so fa&t, gammer/' cried one of them, 
** for you may nof ; and" if the gofiliit will but 
wait in the warren for our coming, we will 
give him his errand.** 

*' By these ten fingers/' said his compa- 
niott, '* he had best begone ! for if we find 
him, we will curry his hide; let him take 
heed, or we will roast him at his own fire-'*^ , 
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^' O ! no doubt you axe tongiie doughty hiU 
cows/ cried the old dame; '^ it is always the 
guise of such swat^gering cornpanions^ to talk 
liJEe tall men while tippling at an ale-stake, 
and the fumes of the ale makes valour great 
when, scathe and danger is distant ; but^ by 
the holy cross^ I know you will be glad to 
untru3s a pointy if the foul fiend should stare 
you in the face." 

" Cogs blood but we will try that/' cried 
one of them^ throwing down a groat to pay 
for what they had drank : he took his change^ 
and then wishing the company good nighV 
departed^ singing as he went :— 

Be he the foul fiend, or a ghost. 
It boots not, let him bat appear ; 

He sbaU have little fame to boast, 
We'U send htm packing, nerer fear. 

Let him dy'e see, the foal fiend' be. 

Hobgoblin fierce, or ghost. 
It matters not, the lozel sot 

Shall hfTe small cost to boast. 
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If he appear, we*U make him fear 

The sea so red and wide ; 
For there I trow, he soon shall gf^ 

To tan his ugly hide* 

^' Benedicite T cried the hostess^ ^' was 
ever there two such fell swaggerers?" 

^' Let be^ let be/' said dame Eyered ; '^ if 
they were to the warren, they will sing an- 
other guess ^ong, anon.** 

Gregory, as before observed, having fright- 
ened the tasker's mother, returned to his 
stand, where he frequently peeped out in ex- 
pectation of seeing his fair foe appear. He 
was nearly tired with waiting, and began to 
think of returning, when he heard the yqice 
of some persons coming from the upper part 
of the warren ; these were no other than the 
two soldiers from Hob Filcher's. Gregory 
looked out to observe the party, and saw them 
coming hastily down the hill; but as they 
were not the game he wanted, he stood up 
as closely in the tree as possible, expecting 
they would pass by without perceiving him 
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In this, however, he was mistaken, for they 
came directly to the place, when one of them 
looking into the tree, hollowed out to his 
. comrade — 

^' By the soul of St Guy, the old woman 
lied not ; here is the white thing she prated 
ahout ; hut as I am a soldier, I know not the 
saucer eyes !'' 

*' No,** answered the other, ^' nor is he so 
tall as the church-steeple. However, I will 
assay him — ^Well, well, my old fox, come out 
'o thy hole, or Fll ghost thee with my costard; 
and i*faith it hath made many a ghost of 
taller J^naves than thou.'* 

So saying, he drew his sword, and his com- 
panion did the same; and hoth of them 
made towards the tree, Gregory, who had 
always an unconquerable aversion to a na- 
ked sword, found his house would soon be 
too hot to hold him ; he plainly perceived 
his enemies were not easily to be foiled: 

and therefore judged it most prudent to 
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qpit it, and trust to his heels for his security. 
Accordingly^ he rushed suddenly from the 
tree, and having cast off the sheet, which en- 
cumhered has flight, and had nearly thrown 
him down at the onset, he ran toward the 
bottom of the warren with great celerity; and 
the soldier who was nearest to him followed 
as speedily as he was able, whUe his comrade^ 
laughing, swore it was the ghost of a jack- 
hare ; *' however/* added he, '' the silly beast 
has left his hide behind him, which I shall 
claim as my fair perquisite f and so saying, 
he put the sheet into his pouch. In thq,' 
mean time, he who pursued Gregory gained 
ground upon him ; which being perceived by 
the latter, he shifted his path, and, instead of 
running towards the bridge by the side of the 
house, turned short into the meadow : — the 
soldier still following close at his heels, and 
passing the dove-house, he thought, by ta- 
king the road near the fish-pond, to gain the 
bridge without any difficulty ; but the second 
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soldier seeing the double which Gregory had 
made to effect his escape^ took his station at 
the bridge, by which means the unfortunate 
jester was beset at either end of the road, 
and was reduced to the necessity of surren- 
dering at discretion, or to leap into the river 
on the one hand, or the pond on the other. 
He preferred the river, and being near a place 
he knew was fordable, and because he could 
not swim, he began with caution to wade 
through. When the soldier at the bridge 
saw Gregory take to the water, he crossed 
over, apd running up to the bank, arrived 
time enough to prevent the jester from effect- 
ing his landing : his comrade also came up, 
at the same time, upon the opposite bank. 
Having thus -completely entrapped the appa- 
rition, they called upon him to capitulate; 
threatening to have recourse to their bows in 
case of his non-compliance. Never was any 
poor ghost so terribly frightened before ; and 
l^eing chilled with the cold; his teeth chat- 
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fered in his head : he therefore lifted up his 
hands in token of a surrender^ and begged 
to be relieved from his purgatory ; which, on 
the part of the soldiers^ was agreed to. He 
then made towards the bank of the river^ on 
the Tewin side ; and^ because it was rather 
too steep^ he entreated the soldier to assist 
him, which he readily promised to dot but 
no sooner had he got the jester's hand in his 
grasp, than he plunged him two or three 
times over head and ears into the water, and 
at last drew him out panting for breath, and 
half drowned ; and as soon as he recovered 
himself, this merciless enemy began to bela- 
bour him over the back and shoulders with 
the flat part of his sword, which he used by 
way of a cudgel, till he roared like a baited 
bull ; and falling upon his knees, besought him 
to forbear, assuring him that he was no ghost, 
but a man. 

^^ No ghost I'-^In the devil's name/^ cried 
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the soldier^ '^ what could make you take up 
the resemblance of a goblin .^ 

^' No^no-nothing/' said Gregory, stammer- 
ing, and frightened out of his wits. 

^' Nothing, thou varlet!'' replied the soldier 
surlily. 

'^ No«na«nothing, jn soo-soo-80ojtb,but that 
I was a foo»foo-fool/* 

*' I beUeve thou art a fool/* returned the 
soldier. 

, '' Yes, I am, I am,*' said the jester, ^^ that 
is all.'* 

'' No, no," answered the man of war, '^.thou 
art a'wilful knave as well as a fool, and de- 
served the maltreatment you have met with : 
but prithee, goodman*fool, go home, and leam 
to be wiser to-morrow." So saying, he gave 
him a kick on the breech, which honest Gre- 
gory received very quietly; and returning a 
low bow, made the best of his way to Tewin- 
green. When the soldier joined his com- 
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rade, both of them proceeded towards Wei- 
wyn, singing as before : — 

Let him d'ye see, hobgoblin be, &c. 

Poor Gregory, dripping wet, well beaten^ 
and disappointed of his intended vengeance, 
was in a deplorable taking. As soon as he 
had recovered himself from his fright, and 
was convinced that the danger was over, he 
cast in his mind'What steps it would be most 
prudent for him to take — dry clothes seemed 
indispensably necessary; but how to procure 
them, without exposing himself to ridicule, 
was the difficulty ; and to appear in the trim 
he was, before his fellow-servants, at Queen- 
hoo-hall, was not to be thought of. At last 
he determined to pump up a dismal story of 
spectres in the warren, to amuse the topers 
at Hob Filcher's, and dry himself by the fire 
in his kitchen. 

When the soldiers had departed from the 
kitchen, the company began to animadvert^ 
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at large upon the story related by dame 
Evered : — some believed it, and sided with 
her; others again imagined she had taken a 
horn or two more ale than usual, at Tewin- 
water great house,^ where it appeared she had 
been; and so, said they, being scared at her 
shadow, has transmewcd one of the milk 
cows into a ghost. 

The old lady, on the contrary, asserted, 
that the goblin which had appeared to her 
had only two legs, and that his eyes were as 
large as saucers. 

While these arguments were handing about^ 
in rushed Gregory — ^his garments drenched 
with water, his hair dishevelled about his ears^ 
his teeth chattering — ^he ran towards the fire, 
ivhere he stood trembling, and the first words 
he uttered were, " the ve-ve-very d-d-devil 
himself is in the war-war-warren." 

^' Did not I tell you r cried the old woman^ 
'^ but you would not believe me.** 

The attention of all the company was in* 



stdntly turned towards the jester :— his vret 
condition^ and frightened appearance^ had 
too much of nature in it to be counterfeit* 

The story of the spectre gained credit with 
the greater part of the company^ who began 
to be alarmed; and '^ Benedicite" was in the 
mouth of many^ who had not used a word of 
such sacred import for several moons. 

In the mean time^ Gregory stood shivering 
by the fire-side; and begged of Hob, for 
mercy's sake, to throw on an additional fag- 
got ; and haying taken a large horn of warm 
spiced wine, he appeared to be more calm. 

Every one was questioning him with re- 
spect to what he had seen ; to which he re- 
plied, ^* My masters^ why I have seen the 
devil and his dam, I trow, with a hosjt of their 
imps. — Why I fought with a score, at leasts 
of goblins, at one time ; and, by'r Lady, I 
swinged them soundly with my oaken towel; 
but woe the while they sprouted up like 
mushrooms, overpowering me by numbers^ 
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4uii will ye^ or nil ye^ they tumbled me dowu 
to the river^ sowsed rae into the water^ over 
heiud and ears, and then pulling me through 
bush and briar^ and thumping mc against 
the trees^ at last they left me astride updn 
the stile^ at the top of the warren, half dead 
with the fatigue of hard fighting, and in the 
condition you now see me." 

^' Saint Bridget protect us from foul spi- 
rits!" cried Tib the hostess, crossing herself ; 
'^ sure master Gregory you was not at mass 
last Sunday, nor shrift yourself at Shrovetide. 
— Bless us, 'tis a wonder sathan did not make 
away with thee at once." 

'^ Away, you silly sot," answered the host; 
'^ if the foul fiend would do me justice, he 
•would silence that shrew's clac kof thine-*go 
to, you fool, what should the devil have to do 
with Shrovetide, more than any other tide ! 
put upon you for a widgeon, dost think he 
plays at bo-peep in a pancake?" 

Well saidy Hof," cried Robin Tosspot^ 
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'^f for my part, I have beard much of the eyil 
fiend sathan, but he always knew better than 
to meet me. I defy him and his homs^ and 
bis claws into the bargain/' 

'' Out upon thee^ tbou perilous pagan^ thou 
«eely sot! " cried dame Evered ; *' the neigh- 
bours wot-well that you are a very Jew at 
unbelief^ and none of us wdhld wonder if 
the fiend should come after cock-crowiug, 
and fetch thee away in a storm of fire and 
brimstone, for your waywardness." 

Toss-pot was wonderously witty, in his 
way, upon the old dame ; still persisting in 
it, that her bewildered fancy had led her to 
mistake the squire's white cow for a spirit. 

*' Ay, but/' said Wat Coulter, '' if dame 
Evered be mistaken, what say you to master 
Gregory, and his kennel of foul fiends ?" 

^' Who, Gregory ?" cried Toss-pot with a 
hiccup ; '* why he, I trow, got drunk at mo- 
ther Rennet's ale-stake, near Digs-weirs 
Mill^ and rolled into the river, coming back. 
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1UI I did three moons ago^ into the May 
pond. By the mass^ I thought I was pur- 
sued by a legion of fairy spirits ; but being 
soused in the water, brought me to my senses; 
and when I paddled out of the water, I saw 
nobody, but Tom the bedger's old sow, with 
her litter of nine pigs;" — here the clowns 
laughed heartily: — *' and thus it happened^ 
added Toss-pot, *' by me when I was drunk." 

'^ It did," answered Gregory ; ^' for who 
amongst us can bear in mind, master Swill- 
bowl, when you were sober ? — not these ten 
winters> I can take upon me to swear. Out 
upon him, for be is no better than a pagan 
Turk." 

'^ No more he is, dame Evered," said Tib ; 
'' he swears like iniquity in a mortality 
play." 

^^ Stintyour gossipping,you ca]lat,"said Hob 
to his wife ; '^ let us have no more of your 
caterwalling : odds-heart, let us have no more 
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clamour and contention. Who calls for a 
pot of ale, or a pottle of spiced winef*' 

'' By the mass, my jolly host, but you say 
well/' cried Toss-pot : '^ a cup of nice sack 
IS the best spirit I ever met; and, as I am a 
true man," added he, hicking, '^ it never hurtg 
me. 

'^ And that is a spirit," returned the land- 
lord, ^' that I am conjurer enough to raise, 
whenever I have customers to lay it.** 

** Which, by the bones, I can do at ail 
times," said Robin ; '' not by sending it into 
the red sea, but by turning it down the red 
lane, my brave heart." Here all the clowns 
burst into a loud laugh j the women held up 
their bands, and said their night spell ; and 
Gregory, viewing them with an eye of con- 
tempt, said they were foul-hearted Jews, and 
children of Judas. 

All this time Pierce the potter, who had 
not interfered in the preceding discourse, 
«came gravely forward, and, addressing him- 
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self to the jester, said^ ^' I marvel mucb^ 
good master Gregory, if you did not meet 
with two sturdy knaves of crossbow-men.'* 

Gregory was exceedingly disconcerted at 
this question, (for he was not at all aware 
that the soldiers had cdled at Hob Filcher^s,) 
and it was some time before be could deter- 
mine upon an answer ; at last he resolved, at 
all events, to give it in the negative. 

'5 Why, that is a main strange chance/' 
returned Price ; '^ for it is not past two hours 
since two swaggering blades of soldiers (with 
their swords and bucklers, and armed in 
quilted) called in here, on their way from 
Hartford to Wellyn, and seeing dame Eve- 
red so frighted, they proposed to go through 
the Warren ; and did you not meet them ?'' 

'^ Meet the soldiers, say you V* returned 
Gregory, much discomposed ; '' no, by the 
holy St Dunstan, not I. No^no-soldiers ; 
odds bods, I should have been glad to have 
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done that ; for if they were men, they would 
have come to my assistance/' 

^' That is what I mean/' said the pottery 
^ for they swore they would swinge the goh^ 
lin soundly ,'* 

^' The devil they did !'' returned the jester; 
^^ but if they had seen what I have seen, and 
been pnt to it as much as I have been put to 
it, by a whole swarm of goblins, they would 
have stinted, I trow, their big talking. I 
saw them not, and perhaps the foul fiend has 
run away with them on account of their 
swaggering manners, as he and his imps 
would have done with me, had I not found 
time to repeat my paternoster^ 

^' What l** cried Toss-pot, laughing, ^ do 
you really trow, in sooth, that the devil has 
clapped his claws upon the two sturdy men 
of war, and carried them quick to purga- 
tory ^ 

'' I know not," answered the jester, surlily; 
'' but I wish he had them, and you too, you 
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iilly 8ot: — the fiend indeed only lets you 
elone because he is sure of you, and troubles 
himself with such, as be is in doubt may es- 
cape from his griping*^ 

*^ Marry, well said, and to the purpose,** 
cried Toss-pot ; '' why, my lord's knave of a 
jester has played the fool so long by profes- 
sion, that he is become a natural fool, and 
dreams of elves^ and ghosts, and jack-a«-lan- 
terns*'' This occasioned another general 
laugh. 

Gregory shrugged up his shoulders, and 
made no reply ; for the subject of the soldiers 
was not at a^ll suited to bis satisfaction ; and 
he began to fear, that, through their medium, 
the whole transaction might be divulged; 
and he certainly had no desire that the true 
part he had taken in it should be brought to 
light. Dame Evered returned home; the 
jester tarried some time longer to dry bim- 
«elf more thoroughly. 
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The jolly topers finding it began to grow 
late, were now about to depart, when their 
.company was increased, and their appetite 
for ale and revelling renewed, by the retul^h 
of that same aged minstrel or dissour, who 
had so well played bi« part upon the even- 
ing. of the combat between Gregory and the 
tasker. The wassel bowl was speedily re- 
plenished at the special intimation of Robin 
Toss-pot, and under his immediate direction. 

^^ For look you," said Robin, " I have a feat 
, above all the smiths in Nineveh. I am a phi- 
losopher, that can .dispute you of the nature 
of ale ; and mark you, sir, a pot of ale con- 
sists of four parts: imprimis, the ale; 2dly, 
the toast ; 3dly, the nutmeg ; 4thly, the gin- 
ger : which we clerks call the four elements 
of the tankard ;' and, if you quaff him to the 
tune of a merry tale or song, why, he has no 
fellow in all the schools/' 
I ^_^ *** And a merry tale shall you have, my 
masters," quotn the dissour, addressing him- 
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